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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

11 May 2015  
31 July 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Outstanding 1  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children form exceptionally strong bonds with the childminder. She works extremely 
closely with parents to ensure she has a wealth of knowledge about each individual 
child. This contributes to the children feeling very settled and secure, and supports 
their emotional well-being very effectively. 

  

 Children behave exceptionally well, and are learning to be polite and considerate. The 
childminder acts as an exemplary role model and children follow her example. 

  

 Healthy lifestyles are extremely well promoted. The childminder provides well-balanced 
snacks and meals, daily outdoor play and frequent visits to local parks. 

  

 The childminder has a secure understanding of her role and responsibilities for 
safeguarding, and follows effective procedures to protect children should she have any 
concerns. 

  

 Teaching is very good. The childminder models communication and language by 
describing her actions in children's play and daily routine. This helps children to think 
about their own actions and what is happening around them, so that they make 
connections in their learning. 

  

 The childminder has completed a higher level qualification, and shows a commitment to 
continually updating her practices and attending training to support this. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The childminder does not use the information from her accurate assessments of 
children's progress to consistently track and further improve their levels of 
achievement. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 raise the overall level of teaching and learning to outstanding, by scrutinising all 

children's progress more consistently. 
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector had a tour of the provision with the childminder, including the outdoor 
environment.  

  

 The inspector observed the children's activities and routines.  
  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.  
  

 The inspector spoke with the childminder and children, at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.  

  

 The inspector looked at the childminder's policies and procedures, and documentation 
relating to the children's development.  

  

 The inspector looked at documentation regarding the childminder's suitability and 
qualifications for working with children.  

  

  

Inspector  

Susan Wilcockson 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

The childminder has a good understanding of how children learn and develop. As a result, 
children enjoy interesting activities and experiences that enhance their good progress and 
development across all areas of learning. The childminder engages in purposeful 
conversation with the children throughout their play. As a result, their language and 
communication development is supported by the childminder exceptionally well. For 
example, the childminder supports the children to identify different vehicles. Young 
children learn new words, such as helicopter. They talk about high speed trains being 
really fast and count the carriages attached to the train. The childminder has a good 
understanding of each child's stage of development, and her expectations are based on 
accurate observations and assessments. The childminder shares information with parents 
about their child's progress, and welcomes parents' contributions to their child's records. 
Children are acquiring the skills they need, and a positive attitude to learning. This 
prepares them well for the next stage in their learning. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
outstanding    

 

Children are fully engaged and highly motivated in this well-planned environment and 
independently choose their own toys and activities. The childminder uses opportunities in 
play and daily routines very effectively, to teach children about how to keep themselves 
safe. For example, children talk about crossing the road safely when playing with vehicles. 
The childminder makes very effective use of the everyday routines and children's play, to 
reinforce messages about health and hygiene. Children are very clear about how to wash 
their hands and wipe their noses. Children benefit from a wealth of outdoor experiences, 
so they can learn about the world around them, while practising their physical skills. For 
example, children visit the local parks and playgroups, and travel by bus into the city to 
visit the Winter Gardens. These trips also successfully help children to become socially 
confident and independent, in readiness for later moves on to school. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

All documentation to ensure the smooth running of the childminding service is in place. 
The childminder reflects on her strengths and identifies areas for improvement. Since her 
last inspection she has received funding that has allowed her to improve her garden area, 
so that children can continue their learning outside and in the fresh air. The childminder 
has a clear overview of the educational programmes and experiences required to help 
children progress towards the early learning goals. However, she does not consistently 
scrutinise the assessments made of children's progress, so she can raise children's 
achievements to outstanding levels.
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY387286 

Local authority Sheffield 

Inspection number 859032 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 9 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 31 July 2009 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 2009 and lives in the Meersbrook area of Sheffield. She 
operates all year round from 8am to 5.30pm, Monday to Thursday, except bank holidays 
and family holidays. The childminder holds a level 3 qualification. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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