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Inspection date 7 May 2015

Previous inspection date 7 March 2011

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good 2
early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

Staff have a good understanding of how to teach children and they plan a broad range
of activities that follow children's interests, which supports them to make good
progress.

Children's well-being is supported well. Staff work closely with the parents to ensure a
consistent approach and that each child's care needs are met.

Children are rapidly gaining in independence. They choose which activities they want to
take part in and can move items around to enhance their experience. They serve
themselves to food and drink at snack time.

Children are ably supported to gain skills for their future learning when they move on to
school. They ask questions and solve problems.

Staff have a secure understanding of the procedures to follow in the event of
safeguarding concerns. They know the children well and continue to keep their
knowledge of safeguarding up to date through training and discussions.

The staff work very well together. They are committed to continuing to improve their
service and they identify well-targeted plans for the future of the pre-school.

It is not yet outstanding because:

Occasionally during activities, including mark making and exploring, children's interests
and learning are not always fully extended.

The opportunities for children to play outside in a natural and wild environment are not
maximised.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B focus more precisely on always extending children's interest when they are working on
a chosen task, for example, by supporting even more discussion when they are making
marks and exploring the resources

B extend the already good opportunities for children to play outside, for example, by
providing activities in a wild and natural environment.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities in the playroom and the pre-school garden.
The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.

The inspector held meetings with the manager and two members of staff.

The inspector looked at a range of documentation, such as the pre-school's self-
evaluation and evidence of the suitability of staff working with the children.

B The inspector spoke with a number of parents and carers on the day of inspection and
took account of their views.

Inspector
Melanie Eastwell
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Children make good progress in their learning because the staff team are skilled in their
teaching. They know the children well and respond positively to their interests and
requests. Children are able to explore and be curious. They enjoy selecting their own paint
and mixing the colours, and they use tools, such as scissors and a dustpan and brush.
Children thoroughly enjoy the staff's positive interaction with them and this supports their
confidence to try new experiences. However, on occasion, staff do not always use
opportunities that arise during activities to further extend this interest and learning.
Children play outside in the garden every day. The garden has structured areas with an
abundance of resources and activities. However, there are fewer opportunities for children
to experience activities in a more wild and natural environment. Parents are fully involved
in their children's learning. They are encouraged to provide regular information from home
about their child's interests and progress, which is fully valued by the staff as they include
this on the planning of activities for individual children.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Children clearly demonstrate that they feel safe and a sense of belonging in this friendly
pre-school. They are able to settle in when they start attending because staff seek
detailed information from their parents to ensure any specific needs can be met. Children
are confident to ask for items they want, move freely between activities and initiate
conversations with the staff. Children's behaviour is good because they are provided with
fun activities that are planned for them and offer effective challenges which help to
continue their progress. Staff are good role models; they show each child respect and
listen to their ideas and suggestions. They support children to stay safe and develop
positive attitudes to others through working together, sharing and taking turns. Children
are learning about healthy lifestyles through discussions about choices for food, having
regular drinks and enjoying activity outside.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The staff team are effective in ensuring that children are safe. Robust procedures are in
place for the recruitment of suitable staff and ensuring their ongoing suitability. Staff are
vigilant in their supervision and they take steps to minimise risks to children, such as
monitoring the doors closely during arrival and departure times. Staff have a secure
knowledge of the learning and development requirements. They respond to the different
ways each child prefers to learn, such as ensuring an abundance of activities, both inside
and outside. All staff have significantly increased their knowledge since the last inspection
through gaining higher qualifications and this has a positive impact on their good
planning, observation and assessment of children's learning. Staff have a very reflective
approach and demonstrate a strong commitment to continuous improvement. They have
taken positive steps to address the issues raised at the last inspection and they use action
plans effectively to prioritise their continued plans for the future.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority

Inspection number

Type of provision
Registration category

Age range of children

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of provider

Date of previous inspection

Telephone number

219888
Northamptonshire
865819

Full-time provision
Childcare - Non-Domestic
0-5

26

57

Milton Malsor Playgroup Committee
7 March 2011

01604 661718

Simon De Senlis Pre-School was registered in 1997. It is managed by a committee and is
situated in the school grounds. The pre-school employs five members of childcare staff, all
of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at levels 3 and 4. The pre-school
opens from Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are from 8.45am until 3.15pm.
The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old

children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early

Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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