Mace Montessori Schools
Wandsworth Branch
69 Thorparch Road, LONDON, SW8 4RH

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

5 May 2015
2 February 2010
This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Good

2

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the
range of children who attend

Outstanding

1

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being
of children

Outstanding

1

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the
early years provision

Outstanding

1

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 Staff carry out frequent observations, tracking and precise assessments on children.

They use this information to full effect to help children make excellent progress overall.

 Staff implement meticulous strategies to promote continuity of learning between the
setting and children's homes. They provide individual children with tailored activities to
take home.
 Staff support children with English with additional language extremely well, working in
close partnership with parents.

 Dedicated staff provide children with a rich and varied range of resources. Children
move around the setting freely, as they choose resources independently.

 Management is dedicated to building positive relationships with parents through a

range of social events on a monthly basis. As a result, parents are well-informed and
feel confident to contribute to children's learning.

 Management works well with local schools. They produce detailed reports to ensure the
children's move to the next stage of their learning is as smooth as possible.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 make the most of all opportunities for younger children to consider size and shape, to
enhance their mathematical understanding.
Inspection activities

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the deputy manager.
 The inspector looked at children's records, planning documentation, policies and
procedures.

 The inspector observed children's activities during their play, indoors and outdoors.
 The inspector had a discussion with the manager and talked with members of staff.
 The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views.
Inspector
Andrea Ulett
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Inspection findings
How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is outstanding
Staff provide children with an enriching environment, in which they thrive. There is an
exciting and varied range of resources for them to independently select. For example, staff
sit and support babies by encouraging them to engage in play with natural resources from
the treasure basket. This promotes their senses through texture, sight and sound. Staff
support older children through thought-provoking activities in the garden. For example,
children are in awe as they use their creativity to pick fruit from the imaginary tree. Staff
use effective, enthusiastic language to inspire children during play activities, through
limitless discussions. As a result, children extend their vocabulary in a nurturing
environment. Staff plan exciting activities for children to flourish and understand the world
around them. For example, children discover and learn about the solar system through
activities in the indoor and outdoor environments. Children are encouraged and motivated
to develop their independence skills. For example, children select activity trays from low
level units. They place them back when they have completed their activity. This prepares
children for the next stage of their learning because they learn about looking after what is
around them.
The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
outstanding
Staff provide a safe and inviting environment for children to flourish. Children have direct
access to the garden, where staff provide stacking crates so they can step from one to the
other as they gain fresh air and exercise. Staff know children well. There are exceptional
systems to ensure smooth moves when children change rooms. Small groups of children
are encouraged to participate in challenging activities, preparing them for the next stage
of learning. Mealtimes are extremely sociable as staff sit and discuss with children what
they are eating. However, occasionally staff do not take all opportunities to further
enhance toddlers' awareness and understanding of shape and size.
The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is outstanding
Staff have an excellent level of understanding about how to safeguard children. They are
aware of the correct procedures to follow if a child is at risk of harm. Management has
exceptional systems to monitor the quality of the setting, through supervisions and staff
observations. This enables the manager to be highly reflective, to ensure positive
outcomes for children. The staff team is highly qualified and productive. Management
provides staff with additional in-house training that drives improvement. For example,
recent training has enabled staff to enhance the quality of the environment.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY395978

Local authority

Lambeth

Inspection number

838389

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Registration category

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Age range of children

0-8

Total number of places

60

Number of children on roll

70

Name of provider

Mace Montessori Schools Limited

Date of previous inspection

2 February 2010

Telephone number

02078018608

Mace Montessori Schools Wandworth Branch registered in 2009. It is located in the
London Borough of Wandsworth. The setting is open each weekday from 7.30am to 6pm
for 52 weeks of the year. The setting follows the Montessori teaching method. There are
16 staff, all of whom hold relevant qualifications from Level 2 to Level 6. The setting
receives funding to provide free early education to children aged two, three and four.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.
To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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