
   

 

King William Playgroup    
Savernake Street Community Centre, Savernake Street, Swindon, Wilts, SN1 3LZ    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

6 May 2015  
24 May 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The quality of teaching is good and children are motivated to learn because staff 
provide a wide variety of exciting learning opportunities. 

  

 Children form close attachments with staff; they learn to manage their feelings by 
following staff's good examples, which prepares them well for school. 

  

 Staff understand the children's needs well. They assess children's skills accurately, 
putting additional support in place if needed. This means children progress well, given 
their abilities on entry. 

  

 The manager, committee, staff and parents regularly evaluate and review the provision, 
setting targets for continuous improvement. 

  

 Staff training has a positive impact on provision and improving practice, such as 
behaviour management. Staff are well trained in safeguarding and child protection, 
which promotes children's welfare. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are very strong; they feel involved and well informed about 
their children's progress. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 There is scope to develop the outside learning environment by providing more 
opportunities for investigation, exploration and challenging learning. 

  

 Systems for performance management do not encourage staff to always evaluate and 
analyse the impact of their teaching, in order to raise standards even further and share 
good practice. 

  



Inspection report: King William Playgroup, 6 May 2015  2 of 5 

 

 

 

 

What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 develop further a highly stimulating environment outside, which challenges children 

and promotes exploration and investigation to enhance all-round development 
  

 develop performance management systems further by encouraging all staff to evaluate 
their practice and analyse the impact of their teaching. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children's activities and the quality of teaching indoors and out.  
  

 The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times, and held meetings with 
the manager.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day.  
  

 The inspector looked at children's records, planning documents and evidence of the 
suitability of staff working with children.  

  

  

Inspector  

Helen Millard 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children enjoy a range of activities, which extend learning across the seven areas. Staff 
have a thorough understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage. Children 
enthusiastically initiate many activities themselves and staff play alongside them, 
developing speaking, listening and concentration skills. Staff have high expectations; they 
question children's thinking, which extends learning. Whole group activities give children 
skills for future learning, which prepare them well for school. Children played with shaving 
foam on a table, describing feelings and textures. Staff extended this activity to develop 
phonic learning and writing. Staff discuss individual children's needs and next stages in 
learning. This helps them to adapt activities to ensure progress. Staff carefully monitor 
children's learning through observation and assessment. They work closely with parents 
and this ensures a consistent approach. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children form close bonds with staff, which support their emotional well-being. Staff take 
time to get to know each child and their family well. This means children feel cared for 
and happy. Staff encourage good behaviour and kindness; consequently children quickly 
understand which behaviours are acceptable, and they cooperate and respect each other. 
During meal times, staff extended learning about healthy food and children prepared the 
tables and served themselves. This encouraged children to manage their personal needs 
effectively and develop independence. Staff develop children's physical skills by using the 
local hall, outside areas and places of interest. Regular visits to local schools develop 
children's social skills and staff use these visits to extend understanding of road safety and 
keeping safe. These visits also prepare the children well for the next stage in their learning 
and maintain partnerships to support learning. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The manager spends time monitoring progress, ensuring gaps in learning are closed. Staff 
discuss and share regular training, which prompts improvements in provision. Recent 
training on improving learning outcomes for boys prompted a review of resources and 
learning opportunities. This means training has a positive impact on teaching and learning. 
The recent reorganisation of the staff team means staff are clear about their roles and 
responsibilities. The management committee maintains a range of policies and procedures. 
Their fundraising enables staff to make improvements in the provision, such as the new 
premises and future development of the outside area. New staff undergo thorough 
induction, and are well supported and monitored by more experienced staff. Partnerships 
with other providers and professionals encourage self-evaluation and improvement, which 
maintains high standards.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 109074 

Local authority Swindon 

Inspection number 839567 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 26 

Number of children on roll 46 

Name of provider King William Playgroup Committee 

Date of previous inspection 24 May 2011 

Telephone number 07811 649355 

 

King William Playgroup opened in 1990 and is managed by a voluntary committee. It 
operates from Eastcott Hall, next to Savernake Street Community Centre in Swindon, 
Wiltshire. The playgroup opens five days a week during school term times. Sessions are 
available from 9am until 3pm on Monday to Thursday and from 9am to 12pm on Friday. In 
addition, the playgroup offers a lunch club until 12.40pm on Monday to Thursday and until 
1.15pm on Friday. The playgroup receives funding for free early education for three- and 
four-year-olds. It employs eight members of staff, of whom one holds qualifications at 
Level 4 and six hold qualifications at Level 3. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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