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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

23 April 2015  
3 November 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are happy and settled due to the trusting relationships they have with the 
childminder and her co-childminder. They tune into the children's individual needs 
making sure that each child receives individual attention. This fosters children's 
emotional well-being well. 

  

 The childminder has developed effective systems to observe, assess and plan for 
children's learning needs. Children's progress is tracked and reviewed on a regular 
basis. As a result, the childminder ensures children gain the skills they needs for the 
next stage in their learning, including school. 

  

 The childminder builds on her existing qualification in childcare. She attends additional 
training workshops, networking events and works closely with other childminders. As a 
result, the childminder's knowledge is constantly improving, and results in children 
making consistently good progress. 

  

 Children are safeguarded well, as the childminder has good knowledge of how to 
protect them and of the correct procedures to follow, should she have concerns. She 
meets all of the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and has a range of 
robust written policies and procedures in place. As a result, all children's needs are met. 

  

 Children experience a wide range of interesting experiences outside of the setting. They 
attend regular toddler groups, visit local parks and woods. As a result, children have 
good social skills and become motivated and active learners. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The childminder does not make best use of mark-making materials in the outdoor area, 
because they are not always accessible to children, in order for them to spontaneously 
develop their early writing skills. 

  

 Parents are not always well supported to understand the importance of sharing 
information with other professionals, such as health visitors. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 extend the opportunities for children to develop their early writing skills in the 

outdoors, for example, by having mark-making materials accessible to children at all 
times, so that they can practise their writing skills in a playful way 

  

 build further on the good partnership working with parents, for example, by ensuring 
that they understand the importance of sharing relevant information with other 
professionals, such as health visitors.   

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children taking part in activities.  
  

 The inspector viewed all areas of the premises used for childminding.  
  

 The inspector spoke with the childminder, her co-childminder, and children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector viewed and discussed with the childminder a sample of documentation 
and discussed self-evaluation.  

  

 The inspector checked evidence of qualifications and the suitability of the childminder, 
her co-childminder and her assistant.  

  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the childminder.  
  

  

Inspector  

Kellie Lever 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

The childminder has a good knowledge of child development and how children learn. As a 
result, the quality of teaching is good. She provides for each area of learning and 
development through planned purposeful play. Activities are flexible and responsive to 
children's interests and needs. For example, as young children play with blocks the 
childminder takes the opportunity to extend their mathematical language using words, 
such as, more, lots and few. Older children's imagination skills are extended well. For 
example, the childminder sits alongside them and together they use props and other toys 
to act out a fairy tale. This supports children's individual needs well, through providing 
spontaneous learning opportunities. However, children do not always have these 
opportunities outdoors as some resources, such as writing equipment are less accessible. 
Consequently, this prevents children from spontaneously mark-making or practising their 
early writing skills. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

The childminder has created a welcoming, organised environment for children both 
indoors and outdoors. She works closely with parents and offers flexible settling-in 
sessions. As a result, children settle well, and are happy and secure in their new 
environment. Children access the garden frequently for play in the fresh air. Children have 
opportunities to be active as they run around and ride-on push along toys. The 
childminder encourages children to take risks in their play. For example, younger children 
independently climb large slides. The childminder stands close by and gives 
encouragement and congratulates children on their achievements. As a result, children 
have high levels of self-assurance, and have the confidence to challenge themselves. The 
childminder encourages children to be kind to each other and to take turns. Consequently, 
this helps children learn to manage their own behaviour.  
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The childminder works alongside another childminder and an assistant is available if she is 
ever needed. The childminder understands her responsibilities while working with an 
assistant by providing relevant information and training, in order for them to effectively 
promote children's care and learning needs. Partnerships with parents are good, and the 
childminder has knowledge of working with other professionals if required. However, the 
childminder does not always support parents, with their understanding of the importance 
of sharing information about their child's development with other professionals, such as 
health visitors, to further support children's development. The childminder and her co-
childminder effectively evaluate their provision. They have a clear vision for improvements 
and address areas for development. This means that children benefit from good quality 
care and learning and the provision is consistently evolving and improving. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY426234 

Local authority Liverpool 

Inspection number 852661 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 12 

Number of children on roll 13 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 3 November 2011 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 2011. She works with another childminder and 
occasionally an assistant in Aigburth, Liverpool. The childminder operates her service from 
the other childminder's home, all year round, from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except 
for family holidays and bank holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate childcare 

qualification at level 3.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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