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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

22 April 2015  
10 October 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Inadequate  4   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Inadequate 4 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Inadequate 4  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Inadequate  4  

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is inadequate   
  

 The childminder does not monitor and review her provision effectively and has a limited 
understanding of the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. As a result, she 
is not meeting all of the legal responsibilities. 

  

 The childminder has not ensured that correct adult to child ratios are maintained at all 
times. 

  

 The childminder does not ensure that her records of children's attendance are available 
to be shared with Ofsted. 

  

 The childminder lacks a clear understanding of the learning and development 
requirements. Observations of children's progress are not robust and are not used to 
assess children's starting points in learning or to plan activities based on their individual 
needs and stage of development. 

  

 The childminder does not have a sufficiently good understanding of, and has not 
completed, progress checks for children aged between two and three years of age. 

  

 Children have not been assigned a key person. This means it is not clear to see who 
takes overall responsibility for ensuring that the learning and care is tailored to meet 
children's individual needs. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 The childminder is alert to the signs of possible abuse and neglect. She knows the 
correct procedures to follow if she has concerns about a child. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must: 

 
 ensure that the correct adult to child ratios are maintained at all times 

  

 ensure that all records, with specific reference to children's hours of attendance, are 
available to be shared with Ofsted at all times 

  

 use the information gained from observations in order to assess children's starting 
points and progress towards the early learning goals, and to ensure that planned 
activities are based on children's next steps in learning and provide sufficient interest 
and challenge 

  

 improve understanding of and implement a process for completing the progress check 
for children aged between two and three years to enable the early identification of 
development needs and provide parents with a written summary of their child's 
development   

  

 implement a key-person system to ensure that every child's learning and care is 
tailored to meet their individual needs. 

  

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the use of self-evaluation to include feedback from parents and children and 

to accurately identify strengths and priorities for improvement, in order to raise the 
quality and effectiveness of the childminding provision.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector toured the premises and observed children playing.  
  

 The inspector looked at children's learning and development records, a selection of 
policies and children's records.  

  

 The inspector spoke with the childminder, her co-childminder and engaged with the 
children at appropriate times throughout the inspection and conducted a joint 
observation with the childminder.  

  

 The inspector took account of the information provided through written parental 
comments provided for the inspection.  

  

  

Inspector  

Julie Morrison 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is inadequate    

 

Children's progress is not effectively supported because the quality of teaching requires 
improvement. The childminder observes children as they play and provides them with 
sufficient experiences and resources to adequately cover all areas of learning. However, 
she does not assess children's starting points and observations are not used effectively to 
identify accurately the next steps in children's learning and progress. As a result, planning 
is general, and is based around trips to different groups and the weather. This does not 
support children's individual learning. Despite this, children are settled in the childminder's 
care and develop some of the skills they need for starting school. For example, the 
childminder sits and sings nursery rhymes with the children to improve their 
communication skills. Young children develop their imagination as they recreate everyday 
activities, such as making pretend cups of tea and playing with toy foods. The childminder 
works adequately to share information with parents and other providers of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. For example, she shares diaries of children's activities with parents, and 
discusses children's progress with other providers so that learning is complemented.  
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
inadequate    

 

There are weaknesses in practice, which have a negative impact on children's safety and 
well-being. For example, the childminder and her co-childminder do not operate a key-
person system. This means that it is not clear to see who takes overall responsibility for 
ensuring that all children's individual care and learning needs are fully met. This does not 
ensure consistency in children's care, which subsequently does not fully support children's 
individual needs. Children are however, happy and settled and show they are confident, 
for example, they sit on the childminder's knee as they play. The childminder provides a 
clean, safe and well maintained environment. Children enjoy suitable access to an 
appropriate range of resources which means they can make some independent choices 
about their play and learning. The childminder demonstrates a suitable understanding of 
the importance of using age-appropriate techniques to manage children's behaviour. She 
provides them with praise, for example, when they help to tidy up and as a result, children 
behave well in her care. Children enjoy regular opportunities for fresh air and physical 
exercise. Meals are provided by parents, however, the childminder has a good 
understanding of the importance of encouraging children to develop their self-care and 
physical skills during mealtimes. For example, she provides young children with a spoon to 
encourage them to try to feed themselves. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is inadequate    

 

The childminder is experienced and well qualified, however, she does not use her 
knowledge to effectively monitor the quality and effectiveness of her provision. In 
addition, she has not fully taken into account the views of parents and has not fully 
addressed all of the recommendations raised at the previous inspection. For example, 
effective systems to use observations of children's learning to plan activities are still not in 
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place. This does not support continuous improvement and, as a result, some of the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage are not being met. The childminder has 
not ensured that she maintains the correct adult to child ratios at all times and some 
documentation was not available to be viewed during the inspection. The childminder 
works closely with her co-childminder to exchange information and discuss children's 
learning. However, the monitoring of the educational programme is not robust. The 
childminder has a limited knowledge of the progress check for children aged between two 
and three years and has not completed these. This does not ensure that any gaps in the 
provision or in children's learning are quickly identified, discussed with parents and 
strategies put in place to support children.
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 401105 

Local authority North Yorkshire 

Inspection number 809925 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 19 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 10 October 2011 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 2000 and lives in Ripon, North Yorkshire. She operates 
all year round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder works alongside a co-childminder. The childminder holds an 

appropriate early years qualification at level 3. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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