
   

 

   
   
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

23 April 2015  
24 August 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Outstanding 1 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Outstanding 1  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Outstanding  1  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Children's care, welfare and learning are significantly enhanced by the highly effective 
service the childminder provides. 

  

 Children make rapid progress based on their starting points. They are extremely well-
prepared for their future learning, because the quality of teaching is of a high standard. 

  

 The childminder works closely with parents to obtain important words in children's 
home languages. She provides a wide range of resources and activities that help teach 
children to value and respect peoples' differences. However, these do not always reflect 
the cultures of the children who attend. 

  

 Children develop their communication and language skills extremely well. They are 
confident and expressive in their interactions with the childminder and her assistant. 

  

 The childminder provides very healthy snacks and meals. Children gain an exceptional 
understanding of the importance of a healthy diet. 

  

 The childminder has an exemplary awareness of possible child protection concerns and 
of the processes to follow if she has concerns about a child in her care. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enhance children's understanding of how they are unique in terms of their similarities 

and differences, in particular, in relation to their variations in culture. 
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector checked evidence of safeguarding knowledge and took account of the 
childminder's self-evaluation and views of parents  

  

 The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including children's learning records 
and policies and procedures.  

  

 The inspector observed children, the childminder and her assistant during play 
activities.  

  

 The inspector had discussions with the childminder.  
  

 The inspector viewed the rooms used by children.  
  

  

Inspector  

Ann Murray 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is outstanding    

 

The childminder has an outstanding awareness of how to encourage and promote 
children's learning. She skilfully assesses where children are in their learning and plans 
precisely for their next development steps. The childminder successfully monitors 
children's progress to ensure she quickly addresses any gaps in their development. She 
uses children's interests to plan many inspiring activities that motivate and engage 
children of all ages. For example, they searched for bugs in the garden using nets and 
binoculars. They talked about their different sizes and colours, enhancing children's 
understanding of mathematics. The childminder is particularly effective at engaging with 
parents and involving them in their children's learning. She keeps them extremely well 
informed by sharing information about children's achievements and progress. This fully 
encourages parents to support learning at home.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
outstanding    

 

The childminder provides an excellent range of resources and activities outdoors and 
inside. For example, the childminder displays print and numbers outside, and children 
grow their own fruit and vegetables. The childminder and her assistant impressively 
promote children's investigative skills. For example, children explored the way different 
coloured plastics changed their view of what they could see. Children gain excellent 
independence and confidence as the childminder encourages them to do things for 
themselves. They prepare their own fruit at snack time and pour their own drinks. 
Children's strong emotional bond with the childminder and her assistant helps children to 
flourish. This prepares them exceptionally well for moves to other settings, such as school. 
Children's behaviour is exemplary as they learn to take turns and share toys. They are 
highly motivated and enthusiastic in their learning. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is outstanding    

 

The childminder has an excellent understanding of safeguarding. She routinely reviews 
risks in the environment. The children help her to undertake daily risk assessments of her 
home and garden. This encourages children to learn how to keep themselves safe. The 
childminder works exceptionally well with parents and other early years settings where 
children attend. She develops highly effective working partnerships. This allows everyone 
to be significantly engaged in supporting and meeting children's care and learning needs. 
The childminder is highly reflective about her practices and attends various training 
courses to enhance her knowledge. This has a positive impact on how she provides 
supervision for her assistant and encourages her to attend training.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY391951 

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 830383 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 14 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 24 August 2009 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder registered in 2009 and lives in Ashford, Kent. She minds children all day, 
including school holidays and provides overnight care. The childminder works with an 
assistant.  

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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