
   

 

Rascals Newbiggin    
Newbiggin Childrens Centre, Cleveland Avenue, NEWBIGGIN-BY-THE-SEA, 
Northumberland, NE64 6RR   

 

 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

10 April 2015  
5 July 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are very happy and settled in this welcoming and inclusive nursery because 
staff are supportive, caring and kind. They greet children with a friendly smile and 
foster their emotional well-being as they respond to their every need. 

  

 Staff effectively use the information from their observations and assessments to plan a 
good range of fun and challenging activities. These are shaped to children's learning 
needs and interests. As a result, children make good progress and are ready for their 
next stages in learning. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are good. Parents are encouraged to share children's 'special 
moments' from home and staff use this information to complement their learning. Staff 
keep parents well informed of their children's time at the nursery and provide 
information on how parents can further extend their learning at home. 

  

 Staff teach children to respect and care for one another. They use emotion puppets to 
explain how children may feel if they are hurt. This is further enhanced as staff work 
together with parents to ensure that children's behaviour is consistently managed both 
at nursery and at home. 

  

 The well-qualified staff team work very well together. They regularly reflect on their 
own practice and work together to make effective enhancements to their provision to 
raise the quality of care and learning for children. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Some staff do not always allow children to follow their interests when exploring the 
sensory materials provided. 

  

 There are opportunities to provide additional resources that reflect diverse positive 
images for children to use in their play to enhance their awareness of difference and 
diversity. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 maximise the opportunities for children to ignite their curiosity, for example, by 

encouraging all staff to support children in following their interests when exploring 
sensory materials 

  

 enhance children's understanding of difference and diversity, for example, by providing 
more resources that offer diverse positive images of people for children to use in their 
play. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector toured the areas of the nursery.  
  

 The inspector and the manager conducted a joint observation of a planned sensory 
activity.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the manager, the staff and the children throughout 
the inspection.  

  

 The inspector observed children during their freely chosen activities.  
  

 The inspector took into account the views of parents and carers spoken to on the day 
of the inspection and from comments noted within the providers parents comments 
book.  

  

 The inspector examined a range of documentation. These included, the policies and 
procedures, evidence of staff suitability checks, staff training records, children's 
observation and assessment records and the provider's self-evaluation document.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager, the managing director and a health 
professional during the inspection.  

  

  

Inspector  

Charlotte Bowe 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children make independent choices about where to play. Older children have fun as they 
play in the water. Staff teach them about the differences in water temperatures. They 
challenge children to think for themselves and ask them to talk about things that are hot 
and cold. Children eagerly respond and talk about 'chicken nuggets' and 'ice lollies'. Staff 
extend children's thinking skills as they ask what will happen if the ice lolly is placed under 
the hot water. Children are given plenty of time to respond and staff talk this through 
when they are unsure. Staff constantly talk to children as they engage during play. They 
encourage younger children to repeat new words to develop their breadth of vocabulary. 
Children eagerly engage in sensory play. They develop their physical skills when filling and 
emptying containers with crisped rice and develop their curiosity when adding water from 
the tap. However, some staff do not consistently allow children to mix resources freely 
during their exploratory play.  
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children are assured and settled with key persons whom they form very good 
relationships with. The support, reassurance and praise that children receive from staff 
ensures that they develop high levels of self-esteem and self-confidence. Children are 
supported in celebrating their achievements and delight as they receive their special 
certificates for their good work. Children socialise well together. They enjoy looking at the 
photographs of themselves around the rooms and learn that everyone is unique. However, 
there are fewer resources that offer diverse positive images for children to observe during 
their play to further enhance their awareness of difference and diversity. Children are 
emotionally ready for their move to school because staff effectively prepare them for this. 
Role-play areas are enhanced with uniforms and children begin to take books home in 
their book bags so that they become familiar with school routines.  
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The quality of teaching is good. Staff are well qualified and have a very good 
understanding of how to promote children's learning and development. Children's progress 
and learning is monitored regularly to swiftly identify and support any gaps in learning 
through timely interventions. Staff are confident to work together with parents and a 
range of professionals to support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. Managers and leaders invest highly in the whole staff team. Regular 
supervision meetings and peer observations identify what staff do well and what needs to 
be improved. The whole staff team are committed to their roles and regularly attend 
further training to extend their knowledge and skills. They actively share what they have 
learned with other staff and apply their learning to improve practice. Children's safety is 
highly regarded. All staff are trained in safeguarding and are knowledgeable in the 
procedures to follow to protect children from harm. Robust recruitment procedures ensure 
that staff are skilled and suitable for their role. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY419047 

Local authority Northumberland 

Inspection number 851968 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 37 

Number of children on roll 46 

Name of provider Ringway After-School Care Active Leisure Scheme 

(R.A.S.C.A.L.S) Limited 

Date of previous inspection 5 July 2011 

Telephone number 016708 44907 

 

Rascals Newbiggin nursery was registered in 2010. The nursery operates from a purpose-
built portacabin in Newbiggin's children's centre on the site of Newbiggin Middle School. 
The nursery employs 10 members of childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 and above, including the manager who has Early Years 
Professional status and the managing director who has Early Years Teacher status. The 
nursery opens, from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm. The nursery supports children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 

and provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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