
   

 

Denbury Pre-school 
Playgroup   

 

The Village Hall, West Street, Denbury,, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 6DP    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

25 March 2015  
4 July 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Staff skilfully interact with the children and, as a result, children develop good 
communication and language skills. 

  

 Staff make good observations of the children in their play. They use this information 
alongside children's interests to plan activities, which enrich their knowledge, especially 
of the wider world. 

  

 Children are eager to learn and explore a broad range of resources with a strong 
enthusiasm for learning, both indoors and outside. 

  

 Children learn how to stay safe because staff give good explanations about rules and 
expectations. As a result, children take responsibility for their behaviour and the 
environment. 

  

 Good partnerships with parents and other professionals ensure a joined-up approach to 
children's learning. They work together well to meet the children's individual needs and 
to share their progress. 

  

 Staff are knowledgeable about child protection procedures and place emphasis on 
safety in the environment. They know the procedures to follow well, should they have 
concerns about a child. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not always provide enough physical challenge indoors for boys to engage in 
more active play and learning when they show sudden bursts of energy. 

  

 Staff do not always encourage children to be independent at mealtimes. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 provide more active play opportunities indoors for boys to increase their physical skills 

further through different challenges 
  

 provide more opportunities for children to develop their personal independence during 
mealtimes. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the indoor and outdoor areas.  
  

 The inspector held meetings at appropriate times with the manager.  
  

 The inspector looked at children's assessment records and staff planning records, as 
well as a sample of documentation relating to children's welfare.  

  

 The inspector checked evidence of staff suitability and qualifications.  
  

 The inspector took account of parents' views and of the provider's self-evaluation.  
  

  

Inspector  

Dawn Biggers 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Staff support children's learning well through play, helping children make good progress in 
their understanding of numbers and shapes. For instance, they count during group times 
and engage in matching activities on the computer. Resources to extend their 
understanding of technology mean they learn skills to manoeuvre toys around obstacles 
by using buttons. Staff develop children's language skills well, as they listen and interact 
skilfully. They play games to encourage their awareness of letter sounds with various 
props. Children enjoy stories and engage eagerly by asking questions. They repeat 
rhyming phrases with enthusiasm and confidence, which means they acquire the skills in 
readiness for school. Children develop a good understanding of the world. They engage in 
experiments by making a volcano and watch with fascination as it erupts. Children arrive 
with energy and enthusiasm, they eagerly engage in sociable physical activities on the 
apparatus indoors, such as climbing and sliding. However, staff do not always extend the 
physical challenges for boys at times of sudden bursts of energy. This reduces some of 
their engagement and physical play.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Staff support children's emotional well-being. They have good relationships and actively 
promote inclusion. For instance, they use photograph books to familiarise children with the 
setting and routine. Children's safety is a high priority. Staff remind children of the rules 
and expectations, such as how to use the large equipment. They liaise with parents and 
professionals successfully, ensuring planning meets children's individual needs. Children 
learn about a healthy lifestyle and enjoy nutritious snack choices. However, they do not 
always encourage children to pour their own drinks. Children are cooperative and eager to 
learn and make good progress in their development.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The manager has a good understanding of her responsibilities to meet requirements. 
There are good procedures to check that staff are suitable to work with children. The 
manager uses effective systems to review children's progress and staff performance, to 
monitor the quality of the provision and to drive forward improvements. As a result, the 
increased focus on partnerships has led to parents being actively involved in children's 
learning, and to good quality staff teaching. Staff use ideas from training well. They have 
increased the children's range of sensory experiences and imagination, for example, they 
experiment using spoons and pans while playing in the mud kitchen.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 106109 

Local authority Devon 

Inspection number 835738 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 8 

Total number of places 23 

Number of children on roll 19 

Name of provider Denbury Pre-School Playgroup Committee 

Date of previous inspection 4 July 2012 

Telephone number 07989026564 

 

Denbury Pre-school Playgroup registered in 1992. It operates from the village hall in the 
small rural village of Denbury, near Newton Abbot, Devon. It is run by a committee of 
parents. Children have the sole use of the hall during sessions. The pre-school operates 
Mondays to Fridays from 9.15am to 11.45am, term time only. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, it offers a lunch club until 12.45pm for children who bring a packed lunch. 
Four members of staff work with the children, all of whom hold relevant childcare 
qualifications at Level 3 or above. The pre-school is in receipt of the early education 
funding for three-year-olds.  

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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