Old Catton Pre-School Ofsted

Lodge Lane First School, Lodge Lane, NORWICH, NR6 7HL raising sta ndards
improving lives

Inspection date 23 March 2015

Previous inspection date 18 October 2011

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2

of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

Teaching is good. Staff have a thorough understanding of how young children learn.
They plan a wide range of stimulating activities that promote children's interests and
foster their curiosity for learning. As a result, children make good progress and they are
well prepared for school.

Staff pay particular attention to promoting children's language skills. They use effective
strategies to support children with communication delay or those who speak English as
an additional language. This means children achieve to the best of their abilities.

Staff understand the importance of building good relationships with parents, and this
ensures children's needs are understood and met. Parents appreciate the regular
feedback about their children's learning.

Management positively welcome advice and support to help identify areas for further

improvement. They consistently review their practice and implement changes for the
benefit of the children.

It is not yet outstanding because:

Systems to monitor children's progress do not always provide staff with a clear view of
how well different groups are doing across all areas of learning.

On occasions, staff miss chances to teach children to recognise numbers and help them
to fully understand the links between written numbers and their meaning.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:
B strengthen the monitoring system for tracking and recording children's progress, so

that it becomes an even sharper tool for identifying any gaps in children's learning.

B extend children's already good mathematical knowledge even further, by providing
number labels and displays in a purposeful context, both inside and out.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities indoors and outside.
The inspector held discussions with the management team and staff.
The inspector and the manager took part in a joint observation.

The inspector took the views of the parents into account.

The inspector looked at children's development records, planning documentation,
evidence of suitability of staff, the provider's self-evaluation form and a range of other
documentation.

Inspector
Sharron Fogarty-Martin
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Children eagerly take part in worthwhile, fun play and learning. Staff provide an
appropriate balance between activities planned and led by adults and those children can
choose for themselves. This means children benefit from being able to explore their own
ideas during periods of uninterrupted play. Children spend a considerable amount of time
deciding what to make in the 'mud kitchen' and use play blocks to build a rocket to fly to
the 'moon'. Staff skilfully get involved in children's play. They use questions that
encourage children to think and resources, such as 'story boxes', to spark children's
imaginations and promote conversation. Staff are aware of the levels individual children
are working at. This is because they build ongoing assessment into everyday practice. This
enables them to identify children's next steps in learning. Staff inspire children to practise
their writing in a variety of ways and they provide many opportunities for children to learn
to count. However, there are less opportunities for children to make connections between
numbers and the corresponding symbol. This is because there are few numbers displayed
or used in children's play and learning.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Children are happy and confident because staff value the uniqueness of each child and
respect them as individuals. Children are cared for in an environment which is safe and
secure. Staff are vigilant at all times, ensuring that children play and learn safely. Children
are independent and benefit from being able to play outside when they choose. They
delight in the freedom to move around, balance, climb, investigate and explore in the
spacious outside area. Staff provide important experiences for children to learn how to
keep themselves safe. These include regular fire drills and road safety role play. Staff
support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities well, and work closely
with all involved to ensure they meet children's individual needs.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The leadership is strong. The members of the committee have a thorough understanding
of their responsibilities. Staff know how to safeguard children. They attend safeguarding
training and know what action to take if they have concerns about a child. Robust
recruitment procedures ensure the most suitable staff are employed. All recommendations
from the previous inspection have been addressed. Staff value training opportunities and
this has a positive impact on children's learning. Staff meet regularly to discuss and track
the progress of individual children, however, monitoring the progress of groups of children
is not as rigorous. Good team work and strong leadership are key features of the pre-
school's continued effectiveness.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY356538

Local authority Norfolk

Inspection number 863453

Type of provision Full-time provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 2-5

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 59

Name of provider Old Catton Pre-School Committee
Date of previous inspection 18 October 2011
Telephone number 01603 928 337

Old Catton Pre-School opened in 1962 and re-registered in 2007. It is run by a committee.
The pre-school opens Monday to Friday from 8.45am to 3.30pm, during term time only.
Children aged two, three and four years receive funding for free early education. There
are 10 members of staff who work directly with the children, six of whom hold relevant
childcare qualifications at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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