
   

 

Busy Lizzy Nursery    
Fant Hall, Fant Lane, Maidstone, ME16 8NN    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

18 March 2015  
22 April 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Requires 
Improvement  

3 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 There is a very happy, busy and purposeful atmosphere within the nursery. Staff are 
highly skilled in adapting an empty hall into an exciting area for children to learn.  

  

 The quality of teaching is good. Staff support children's learning well, both inside and 
outside. As a result, all children, including those who speak English as an additional 
language, and those with additional needs, make good progress in their learning and 
development. 

  

 Children develop a range of skills which help them to be ready for starting school. They 
are independent; they listen to each other and play happily together.  

  

 The nursery's leadership team has worked hard since the last inspection to make many 
improvements. This has significantly enhanced the daily routine and the support for 
children's learning and development. 

  

 Parents are very happy with the nursery and confirm how much their children enjoy 
attending. They are fully informed about the progress children make and there are 
good links established between home and nursery. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff are not yet fully involved in the process of checking information to ensure that 
different groups of children learn as quickly as others. 

  

 The nursery manager takes most responsibility for identifying aspects of the nursery 
that can be further improved. Staff currently have less involvement in this. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 ensure staff make better use of information about the progress different groups of 

children make to help them identify whether any children need more support with their 
learning 

  

 help staff to be more involved in identifying where improvements can be made within 
the nursery. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the support for children's learning, 
both inside and outside.  

  

 The inspector talked to staff about how they plan for children's individual learning 
needs and how they check that all children make progress.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nursery manager.  
  

 The inspector talked to leaders and managers about how they plan for staff training 
and how they ensure all children are kept safe.  

  

 The inspector talked to parents who were present on the day of inspection.  
  

 The inspector sampled a range of records and documentation, including proof of staff 
checks, first aid training, improvement plans and the nursery's safeguarding 
procedures.  

  

  

Inspector  

Jo Caswell HMI 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at nursery. Staff know all of the children very well 
and provide activities, both inside and outside, which interest children and capture their 
imagination. For example, the 'mud kitchen' is particularly used well, especially by boys, to 
support all areas of learning. Children delight in making mud birthday cakes and staff 
extend this well by encouraging boys to count how many cakes are needed. Staff ask 
effective questions such as, 'What else do we need to do?' to help children recall and think 
creatively. Staff respond enthusiastically to children's interests and adapt activities to 
support this. For example, when children recently showed interest in puppets, staff 
changed the planned activities to enable children to make different types of puppets and 
to organise puppet shows. Particularly good support is provided for children with 
developing communication skills, and those who speak English as an additional language. 
The high quality teaching means children are motivated to learn and they make good 
progress. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children become increasingly confident within the nursery. Staff value each child as an 
individual and know their personal preferences well. For example, they recognise when 
some children take longer to settle into activities at the beginning of the session and allow 
children sufficient time to make their own choices. Children develop good levels of 
independence. They take care of their own needs and enjoy the company of the other 
children. They behave very well and are kind and courteous to one another. Staff take 
time to get to know children well when they first start at the nursery. This means children 
form strong, trusting relationships with the staff who care for them each day. Staff pay 
good attention towards supporting children's well-being and safety, and procedures to 
protect children's welfare are good. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The nursery is led by a strong, highly motivated manager. She leads a team of dedicated 
and committed staff. Since the last inspection, the leadership team has carried out a full 
review of all areas of practice and significant improvements have been made. The nursery 
manager regularly checks the quality of practice and ensures that all children make 
progress in their learning. However, at present, the staff team has less involvement in this 
process. Good support is in place for staff training and regular supervision meetings 
ensure all staff reflect on their practice and identify areas to develop. Although this works 
well in reviewing individual practice, there are fewer opportunities for staff to reflect on 
the nursery routine and identify other ways in which they can help children learn. 
Partnerships with local schools and other early years settings are good. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY471122 

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 1006049 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 5 

Total number of places 34 

Number of children on roll 37 

Name of provider Teddy Bears Nursery Ltd 

Date of previous inspection 22 April 2014 

Telephone number 01227765142 

 

Busy Lizzy Nursery re-registered in 2013 under new ownership. It is part of the Teddy 
Bears Nursery Limited group and operates from a community hall in Maidstone, Kent. The 
nursery is open Monday to Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm, term time only and is 
registered on the Early Years Register. Some afternoon sessions are available. There are 
currently 37 children on roll in the early years age group. The nursery is in receipt of 
funding to provide early education for children aged two, three and four years. It supports 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, and children who are learning 

English as an additional language. A team of eight staff work with the children.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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