Smarden Pre-School
Group
Smarden CP School, Pluckley Road, Smarden, Ashford, Kent, TN27 8ND

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

18 March 2015
15 October 2010
This inspection:

Good

2

Previous inspection:

Good

2

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the
range of children who attend

Good

2

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being
of children

Good

2

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the
early years provision

Good

2

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 Staff have a good knowledge of safeguarding and there is a strong commitment to
keeping children safe.

 Staff foster a passion for books and reading with the children and provide a wealth of
books and puppets to support reading and storytelling.

 Staff skilfully play mathematical games with children to develop their understanding
and knowledge of mathematics.

 Staff support children to be confident and independent through routines and activities
that develop both independence and team work.
It is not yet outstanding because:

 There is a spacious outdoor area for children to play in throughout the day. However,

staff have not developed the space to fully mirror the effective indoor environment in
order to enhance children's enjoyment.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 further develop the outdoor environment so that it mirrors the effective indoor
environment.
Inspection activities

 The inspector observed activities and the quality of teaching both inside and outside.
 The inspector looked at children's observations and assessment records.
 The inspector sampled policies and procedures and saw evidence of the qualifications
and suitability of staff.

 The inspector spoke with the manager throughout the inspection.
 The inspector spoke to parents on the day of the inspection.
Inspector
Victoria Cheeseman
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Inspection findings
How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good
The quality of teaching is consistently good and all children make good progress in their
learning and development. Staff support children effectively when they first start preschool, helping them to settle in at their own pace. Staff support older children as they
prepare for starting school. Staff attend training so that they are knowledgeable about
how to support children with additional needs. Staff encourage children to learn about the
natural world and have made bird feeders with the children so that they can watch birds in
the garden. Staff follow children's own interests to help develop their learning and
understanding. For example, as a result of children's interest in building works taking
place at the school, the staff and children formed their own building and construction
area. Therefore, children were able to measure and build their own constructions. Staff
make good-quality, regular observations on all children, which they share regularly with
parents.
The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good
Staff are good role models for children and all children behave well. Staff are kind and
nurturing and clearly enjoy working with children. This enhances children's sense of
belonging and confidence. Staff provide healthy snacks and teach children how to care for
themselves with hand washing and toileting. Staff work well in partnership with parents,
who comment that they appreciate the care that their children receive and that their
children love attending pre-school. Staff have created a nurturing space indoors for
children to thrive and learn in. Staff have developed the outdoor area so that children can
access it throughout the day. The manager and staff have formed good relationships with
other professionals, such as the health visitor and local teachers. This enables them to
fully support children and their families to share good practice.
The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good
The manager and deputy work well with the committee to ensure that they implement
every aspect of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. The manager encourages
the whole team to reflect on practice so that they can identify what works well and discuss
further areas for development. The introduction of the indoor cosy room is a good
example of how the team worked together to create a new nurturing space for children to
relax, spend time with friends and staff, and enjoy books. There is a strong commitment
to staff training and the impact of training and staff qualifications is evident in staff's
knowledge and interactions with children. There is a good understanding of safe
recruitment so that suitable staff are employed to work with children. Policies and
procedures are thorough and clear, and they underpin the effective operation of the
setting.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY333457

Local authority

Kent

Inspection number

828220

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Registration category

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Age range of children

2-8

Total number of places

20

Number of children on roll

36

Name of provider

Smarden Pre-school Group Committee

Date of previous inspection

15 October 2010

Telephone number

01233 770691

Smarden Pre-school registered in 2006 and is situated adjacent to the Primary School in
Smarden, near Ashford, Kent. It is open each weekday, during term time, from 9am to
3pm apart from Thursdays, when it is open from 9am until 12 noon. The pre-school
receives funding for early years education and is open to two-year-old children only. There
are six members of staff, five of whom hold early years qualifications. The manager has a
level three qualification and the deputy has a level five qualification.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.
To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
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