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St Neot Children's Centre, Loveny Road, St Neot, Liskeard, PL14 6NL

Inspection date 19 March 2015

Previous inspection date 10 May 2011

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good 2
early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

Strong links with the school result in highly effective partnerships, which fully support
children in preparing to move on. Staff promote continuity of learning successfully,
helping children make consistently good progress at each stage.

Staff create an enabling environment for children to explore and learn through play.
They skilfully interact to promote children's interest and individual learning. A key

strength is staff knowledge and support in children's communication and language
development.

Children behave well because they are actively occupied and stimulated. They enjoy
learning and have fun in the pre-school. Staff promote positive social skills and

encourage children's independence. Children are confident and happy because staff
meet their needs well.

Robust self-evaluation procedures identify strengths and aspects for further
development, for example, to develop areas outdoors for children to explore nature.
The staff and committee work well together and show a commitment to improving
outcomes for families.

Effective observation, assessment and planning procedures enable staff to monitor
children's good progress closely.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B Staff do not always provide outdoor activities or resources to promote children's early

reading skills and use of books.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B extend outdoor learning opportunities to further promote children's interest in books
and reading.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed children in their indoor and outdoor play activities.
The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff, parents and chairperson.
The inspector undertook a joint observation with the manager.

The inspector checked required records and documentation.

The inspector sampled children's development records.

Inspector
Julie Wright
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Staff provide good support to children throughout the session. They model activities well
so children learn through their play. For example, children use plastic trowels to layer
wooden bricks and sand with care. Activities link to current topics to reinforce children's
learning and understanding. Staff effectively promote children's listening and
concentration skills. They follow the same phonic programme as the school, so children
are ready for the next phase when they move on to school. Staff keep parents well
informed about children's activities and involve them in learning. For instance, they
provide a compact disc so parents can help children to learn letter sounds. Parents are
welcome at the group to share their expertise with children. For example, in a recent
activity, children saw a tractor at pre-school and learned about farming. Overall, the
educational programme is good, although there are fewer opportunities outside for
children to develop reading skills and use books as part of their play and learning.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Children chat happily and play very well together. They learn to share and have positive
attitudes towards others. Staff ensure that children make good progress in their social and
emotional development. They use visual aids well to reassure children and prepare them
for change. For example, children have a special teddy bear and a book of photographs
about school. They go on regular visits and use school facilities, so children become
familiar with the premises. Staff take part in recognised programmes that promote healthy
lifestyles with children and their families. Children understand the daily routines and
expectations of behaviour. They respond well to gentle reminders from staff, such as to
walk and not run indoors, which keep them safe.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

Staff provide safe and welcoming premises. They attend relevant training to update their
knowledge and improve the provision. For example, they have increased the range of
physical activities to promote children's health further. They have improved the variety of
snacks and share nutritional advice with parents. The staff and committee review and
amend their policies and procedures, to ensure consistently good practice. Staff effectively
promote children's well-being and welfare. They protect children with their clear
understanding of the Local Safeguarding Children Board's procedures. Robust systems
monitor staff suitability and effectiveness. Parents provide positive feedback about their
children's progress and commend the care given.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY420034

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 832619

Type of provision Full-time provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 2-5

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 21

Name of provider St Neot And Cardinham Pre-School Committee
Date of previous inspection 10 May 2011
Telephone number 01208821179

St Neot and Cardinham Pre-school registered in 2003 and moved to its current premises in
2010. It is managed by a committee and operates from a purpose-built children's centre
based at St Neot School. It is open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 9am to 3pm,
during term time only. The pre-school receives early education funding to provide free
places for children aged two, three and four years. There are five staff employed to work
with the children, all of whom have appropriate early years qualifications. One member of
staff has Qualified Teacher Status.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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