
   

 

   
   
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

13 March 2015  
9 November 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Satisfactory  3 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The provision is safely managed and children are effectively safeguarded. The 
childminder has been able to make improvements following her last inspection and 
sustain them through regular training, monitoring and close working with other 
childminders. 

  

 The childminder uses the space inside and outside her home very effectively to provide 
a welcoming, highly stimulating environment. As a result, children develop a secure 
sense of belonging and the confidence to explore and learn though the rich and 
accessible resources. 

  

 Children make good progress because the childminder knows each of them very well. 
The childminder monitors children's learning carefully and uses what she knows they 
need specific support with, to shape the way she interacts with them in play. 

  

 The quality of teaching is good. The well-qualified childminder uses her training well, 
particularly training which is targeted to support children's communication skills. As a 
result, children make good progress in their speaking and listening skills. 

  

 Children's behaviour is good. Through clear, consistent and meaningful messages 
children show a good understanding of daily routines and expected behaviour. By the 
time children are ready to leave, they are well prepared and have the key skills needed 
for learning in nursery or Reception class. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The childminder is not always highly successful in engaging every parent to work 
together to support children's learning at home. 

  

 Although the childminder tracks children's ongoing development carefully and 
demonstrates the good progress they make, she does not do this in precise detail right 
at the start of the placement. This means she finds it difficult to see what difference 
she makes to children's learning during the very early months of attendance. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 build further on children's achievements and the successful communication with 

parents to find ways of engaging all parents in promoting children's next steps at home  
  

 monitor children's progress more precisely right from the start of the placement, so 
that it can be used with even greater accuracy to evaluate areas in which children 
make rapid gains in their learning. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the childminder's home and spoke to the 
childminder and children at appropriate times during the inspection.  

  

 The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and the children present.  
  

 The inspector observed the childminder supporting children's play and subsequently 
discussed with the childminder, her evaluation of the quality of teaching and learning 
that took place.  

  

 The inspector looked at children's records, including assessment checks, and a range of 
other documentation, including policies and procedures.  

  

 The inspector considered the childminder's self-evaluation and took account of the 
views of parents provided in writing.  

  

 The inspector checked evidence of the suitability of the childminder and records of the 
childminder's training.  

  

  

Inspector  

Angela Rowley 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Teaching is good and as a result, children achieve well. Each child is valued as unique and 
special. The childminder checks their individual learning in a number of ways, such as 
through ongoing assessments and observation. This helps her identify ways to support 
each child. Effective communication with families using electronic applications and 
providing access to children's learning records, keeps everyone up to date with activities 
and children's achievements. However, the childminder has not yet found a highly 
successful way of encouraging all parents to support children's learning even further at 
home. The childminder has positive relationships with children and uses them to support 
learning through play together. She effectively extends children's learning by using their 
interest in the rich range of toys and materials on offer. For instance, children learn to 
count and categorise as the childminder uses their interest in play with stacking rings or 
bricks to count or select colours. Children listen and speak as the childminder asks the 
kind of questions which incite a response. She uses her training to good effect and gives 
them time to think and respond. She uses imaginative play to good effect to encourage 
children who lack confidence, to use language in their self-led play and she models ways 
to do this. She effectively extends their play and ideas by introducing more resources. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children enter the designated playroom to find an abundance of accessible toys. The 
childminder is attentive and children from secure attachments with her as she devotes her 
time to supporting their play. Consequently, they develop the confidence to make choices 
and operate independently. Children have daily opportunities to be physically active, in 
community activity groups where they develop good social skills, or in the garden. This is 
extensively equipped with items that challenge children's physical skills or which they can 
use to explore and investigate, for instance, a mud-kitchen. Children understand how to 
behave positively because the childminder skilfully praises the specific kinds of behaviour 
she wants. There are also established routines, such as for taking off outdoor clothing and 
for tidying, which effectively promote responsibility and self-care skills. The childminder's 
consistent approaches help children develop positive attitudes.  
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The childminder meets the requirements for the Early years Foundation Stage. She 
effectively uses her working knowledge of safeguarding procedures to keep children safe 
and to support families in promoting children's well-being. She is committed to continually 
build on her knowledge and has used training to good effect to continually improve the 
quality of teaching. Parents are highly satisfied. The childminder carefully tracks children's 
achievements during their time in the setting and keeps parents well informed of this. 
However, she does not always do this right from the start. This means she does not 
always make best possible use of the information she gains about what children can 
already do, to evaluate the precise areas where children make some rapid progress.
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 307397 

Local authority Salford 

Inspection number 818805 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 9 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 9 November 2011 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 2001 and lives in Little Hulton, Salford. She operates all 
year round, from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds an early years qualification at level 3. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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