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improving lives
Inspection date 12 March 2015
Previous inspection date 11 October 2010

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Staff are good role models and promote children's well-being and self-esteem well.
Children develop strong bonds with their key person and behave well.

B Staff have a good understanding of how children learn and develop. They use this
knowledge to plan exciting and challenging activities that extend children's learning. As
a result, children make good progress in relation to their starting points.

B Staff extend and promote children's language skills well through activities and
discussions, such as when talking together about planting and growing flowers.

B Children enjoy the garden area, which is organised very well to promote their learning.
Children explore the natural world through a wide range of imaginative activities.

B Staff promote children's independence by encouraging them to try things out for
themselves. Children show they feel secure and confident as they move around safely
and make choices from a wide variety of challenging resources.

B The manager monitors and reviews the overall quality of children's experiences and the
provision. This helps her maintain continuous improvement, such as with the garden,
and ensures all staff help every child make good progress in their learning.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B Although staff provide good adult-led activities for children, they do not fully consider
the different learning stages of all the children participating in them.

B The book area is cluttered and uninviting at times. As a result, children do not always
fully extend their literacy skills and look at books independently.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

strengthen children's literacy skills by providing an inviting area for children to access
and enjoy books

strengthen the learning aims for adult-led activities so that staff are fully prepared to
maximise the learning for children of all ages.

Inspection activities

The inspector observed activities indoors and in the outdoor area.

The inspector spoke to children and members of staff, and held a meeting with the
manager.

The inspector sampled children's learning records and other relevant documentation,
including evidence of staff suitability and qualifications.

The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the
inspection.

Inspector
Penny Mead-Topley
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Children are confident and enjoy engaging in group activities. For example, children play
together in the outdoor area, using pipes and logs, and develop their physical skills for
running, climbing and riding bikes. Children happily explore the sensory resources and the
boys play co-operatively as they engage in hero play. Staff support children's ideas well
while extending their learning by discussing and encouraging them to dig and plant
flowers. Children enjoy listening to stories read well by staff and have plenty of books to
choose from. However, because the book area is not very inviting children rarely choose
books independently. Children develop good coordination as they use scissors and glue
spreaders to create pictures. Consequently, children make good progress. Staff know the
children well. They regularly observe and assess their progress and plan activities to
develop their learning. However, staff do not always fully consider the range of ages of
the children engaged in adult-led activities. For example, during a sticking activity staff did
not always adapt the activity to fully meet the needs of the youngest children. Staff work
very closely with parents and other professionals to enable children to make good
progress. Parents contribute to their children's learning records and staff keep them well
informed. Staff identify if children have any additional needs and implement individual
teaching plans to support them when required.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Children have lots of physical play opportunities indoors and outdoors. This contributes to
promoting healthy lifestyles. Children wash their hands and pour their own drinks at snack
times. Staff encourage children to put on their coats and boots independently when they
go outside to play. Children are encouraged to share activities and respect each other's
choices and feelings. Staff have well-established links with local schools and organise visits
before children move on to school. Alongside teaching children the skills they need, staff
prepare children well for the next stage of learning.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The manager regularly monitors and identifies staff training needs. Staff attend training to
further their professional development and improve their expertise. Consequently, they
have improved the quality of their teaching and outcomes for children. Staff understand
their roles and responsibilities to safeguard children and keep them safe. They know what
to do if they have concerns about a child in their care. Management use robust
recruitment and induction procedures to ensure staff are suitable to work with children
and understand their roles. Therefore, staff promote children's welfare and learning well.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY283103

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 833600

Type of provision Sessional provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 2-5

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 44

Name of provider Kaleidascope Child Care Limited
Date of previous inspection 11 October 2010
Telephone number 01304 842363

Kaleidascope Childcare Nursery and Out of School registered in 2004. It operates from St
Joseph's RC Primary School, in Aylesham. It is open each weekday from 8.30am to
3.00pm, term time only. There are eight members of staff, of whom two hold early years
qualifications at level 4, two hold qualifications at level 3 and two hold qualifications at
level 2.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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