
   

 

Toy Box Preschool    
Wentworth Primary School, Wentworth Drive, Dartford, Kent, DA1 3NG    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

10 March 2015  
9 November 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are very happy exploring the environment and making good use of the wide 
range of toys and activities available to them. 

  

 Staff are very supportive of the younger children. Children settle well and staff 
encourage them to make friends. 

  

 Staff use their good language skills to teach children to communicate clearly, especially 
during story time, when children are encouraged to describe what comes next. 

  

 Children know the pre-school's good hygiene routines well. They independently wash 
hands before snack and after using the toilet. 

  

 Children behave well. They work in cooperative groups in the garden, share toys and 
equipment and respond well to other children's feelings 

  

 The children are making good progress in all areas because staff are proficient at 
maintaining good observation and assessment records. They effectively identify 
children's next steps in learning and development and use these to inform the activity 
planning. The providers are effective in tracking all children's progress to ensure no 
groups of children are disadvantaged. 

  

 The providers use good self-evaluation methods that help them identify strengths and 
weaknesses and make effective changes, to improve the outcomes for children. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff provide healthy nutritious food for snack time but do not provide opportunities for 
children to prepare food and serve themselves. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 provide more opportunities for children to be involved at snack time, especially during 

the preparation of food.  
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector sampled a variety of paperwork including the pre-school's safeguarding 
policy and children's progress records.  

  

 The inspector talked to the providers, staff, children and parents, to gain their views of 
the setting.  

  

 The inspector observed the interaction between staff and children, indoors and outside.  
  

 The inspector carried out a short joint observation with one of the providers at snack 
time.  

  

  

Inspector  

Linda Coccia 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children use many activities in the outdoor area. They investigate writing with extra large 
chalks on floors and boarded fencing. They spend time discussing how to use play vehicles 
to move sand. Children use large construction toys to build tall towers and they talk to 
staff about how to reinforce it, to make it stronger. Indoors, children use role play to act 
out their own stories. Staff question children well about what they are doing and use good 
methods to expand children's vocabulary. For example, staff add lots of descriptive words 
to their questions. Staff training in the use of 'Every Child a Talker' strategies has a good 
impact on the children, who are now acquiring greater communication skills. This also has 
an impact on children preparing for their move to school. Staff concentrate on children's 
abilities to recognise letter and number shapes and to manage their own needs. They talk 
to children about what school is like and provide plenty of school role-play activities.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children are happy and settled at the pre-school. They show confidence as they move 
freely around, selecting their own toys and activities. They happily chat to visitors. Parents 
are involved in the pre-school's good settling-in procedures, which include exchanging 
information about what interests children. Parents take part in regular reviews of their 
children's learning. They also involve themselves with children's activities, such as taking 
home the pre-school's teddies, which teaches children to look after others. There is a good 
selection of physical play activities, both inside and outdoors, which teaches children that 
physical activity is good for them. Children also talk with staff about the effects of physical 
play on their bodies. As a result, children understand why they need to drink lots of water, 
have regular rest periods, wear hats, and use shady areas when it is sunny.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The providers ensure that all staff understand their roles and responsibilities to protect 
children. Staff regularly discuss safeguarding issues during staff meetings. All staff hold 
Disclosure and Barring Service enhanced checks and are subject to regular supervision 
and appraisal sessions, to ensure staff remain suitable to work with the children. The 
providers support staff well in their professional development. Staff attend training 
workshops and update training to ensure their paediatric first-aid certificates and food 
hygiene certificates remain current. The providers encourage good partnership working 
with other professionals, which supports children's development and learning if they are 
not developing as expected. With the help of the pre-school's special educational needs 
advisor, staff act quickly to put strategies in place to close any gaps in children's learning. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY298298 

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 837655 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 8 

Total number of places 26 

Number of children on roll 64 

Name of provider Carol Sutherland & Alison Pitkin Partnership 

Date of previous inspection 9 November 2009 

Telephone number 01322 292923 

 

Toy Box Pre-school opened in 2005. It operates from a portable classroom in the grounds 
of Wentworth Primary School, Dartford, Kent. The setting is open each weekday from 9am 
to 3.30pm term time only. The setting receives funding for free nursery education for 
children aged two, three and four years. The setting currently supports children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an additional 
language. The setting employs 11 members of staff, of whom four, including the 
providers, hold qualifications at National Vocational Qualification Level 4 and seven hold 
qualifications at NVQ level 3.  

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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