
   

 

   
   
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

2 March 2015  
12 May 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Outstanding 1 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Outstanding 1  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Outstanding  1  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 The childminder is proactive in working with children's parents, and any other early 
years practitioners involved with their care. This provides her with a comprehensive 
knowledge of each child, which she uses exceptionally well to provide excellent learning 
opportunities. As a result, children embed the skills and knowledge they need for their 
eventual move on to pre-school or school. 

  

 The childminder is meticulous when undertaking assessments of children's learning. 
Each child's progress is monitored closely and, where necessary, timely interventions 
are made to minimise or close any gaps in their development. 

  

 The childminder pays extremely good attention to her ongoing professional 
development. As a result, the quality of her teaching is consistently very good and 
clearly supports each child to make excellent progress towards the early learning goals. 

  

 The childminder uses very successful strategies to engage all parents in their child's 
learning, both in her setting and at home. By working together, parents and the 
childminder provide positive role models for their children, raising their confidence. As a 
result, children's emotional well-being is nurtured extremely well, supporting their self-
assurance for the future. 

  

 The childminder demonstrates an excellent understanding of her responsibility to meet 
the safeguarding, welfare, learning and development requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. At the heart of her practice, attention to safeguarding children 
remains her highest priority. 

  

 The childminder enables children to explore foods from around the world. She provides 
information for parents relating to food allergens, and ideas for nutritional meals. By 
working closely together, children's health is promoted very well. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enrich the very good teaching and cultural learning opportunities for children to explore 

expressive arts more deeply, for example, by introducing them to creative adults within 
the local environment, such as artists, dancers, story-tellers and musicians.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed general play and lunch time routines in the childminder's home.  
  

 The inspector talked with the childminder and children at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.  

  

 The inspector looked at evidence of the suitability checks for all members of the 
household, and a range of other documentation. First-aid and safeguarding training 
certificates were viewed.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the childminder in relation to observations of the 
children's play, learning and progress.  

  

 The inspector reviewed the provider's written self-evaluation record.  
  

  

Inspector  

Lynn Clements 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is outstanding    

 

The childminder is extremely motivated to support young children's learning to a very high 
standard. Time is taken to carefully plan exciting opportunities which build exceptionally 
well on their existing interests, skills and abilities. This focus clearly promotes success and 
enjoyment for the children in what they set out to do. For example, children use their 
imagination and knowledge of real experiences to heighten their play, as they become 
shop-keepers and chefs. The provision of multiple role play areas encourages them to use 
their ideas and language to the optimum. They expand their intellectual abilities, taking 
part in excellent hands on learning opportunities, such as exploring the simpler concepts 
of floating and sinking. This activity helps children to build on the more intricate areas of 
their physical development, including their hand-eye coordination. Together with the 
childminder, they make paper boats and then carefully balance items on them. The 
childminder provides continuous verbal guidance, encouraging them to think things out for 
themselves and undertake tasks independently. She makes close observations of each 
child and plans according to their individual learning styles. As a result, children make 
excellent progress across the prime and specific areas of learning.  
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
outstanding    

 

The children enjoy moving freely around the childminder's exceptionally well-equipped 
setting. The provision of very high quality props, such as shop fronts, along with all the 
resources relevant to a shop or restaurant, promote exciting, independent learning 
opportunities. Children have tremendous fun accessing a very wide range of learning 
materials, both natural and man-made. The childminder expertly extends their 
understanding about developing positive healthy lifestyles and keeping themselves safe. 
For example, children enjoy running and learning to climb safely within local soft play 
centres and parks, where they develop their muscles and coordination. Behaviour is very 
good and children's mindfulness of others and their environment enables them to develop 
excellent spatial awareness. The childminder is conscious about enriching opportunities for 
children to meet and learn from other creative adults within the local community.  
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is outstanding    

 

The childminder's setting runs smoothly and successfully. This is because she consistently 
implements very clear and pertinent policies and procedures and shares these with 
parents. In addition, her well-established attention to professional development and 
accurate self-evaluation makes sure that her knowledge and understanding continually 
progress to support future practice. Partnerships with parents, external agencies and other 
providers are well established and make a strong contribution to meeting children's needs. 
Parents speak highly of the childminder and the marvellous opportunities she provides for 
their children. Parents are fully involved in their child's education and encouraged to share 
their ideas for improvements to enhance the service they receive. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 222578 

Local authority Cambridgeshire 

Inspection number 866042 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 3 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 12 May 2009 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 1996 and lives in Cambridge. She operates all year 
round from 7.30am to 5.45pm, Monday to Thursday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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