
   

 

Hyde Heath Pre-School    
Hyde Heath Infant School, Weedon hill, Hyde Heath, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, 
HP6 5RW   

 

 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

10 February 2015  
29 January 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are secure, happy and keen to learn. Their behaviour is good and they 
demonstrate high levels of independence. This means they are prepared well for school 
and have a positive approach to learning. 

  

 All children feel safe and secure within the pre-school because staff understand their 
individual needs and treating them warmly and with care at all times. This includes 
effectively planning for the next steps in their learning 

  

 Positive partnerships with parents means that children benefit from consistency of care 
and learning between home and pre-school. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The staff do not generally use snack time well as an opportunity to promote children's 
self-care skills or to talk about healthy eating. 

  

 Although teaching is generally strong, staff do not always offer greater challenge to 
more able children to fully extend their mathematical and literacy skills. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 maximise learning opportunities during snack times by allowing children to prepare 

their own snacks and by using this time to discuss healthy eating 
  

 provide greater challenge for more able children to fully extend their mathematical and 
literacy skills. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children during a range of activities.  
  

 The inspector sampled documents including policies, registers and records of children's 
learning.  

  

 The inspector spoke to parents and took into account their views.  
  

 The inspector and manager conducted a joint observation.  
  

 The inspector spoke with the deputy manager, the chair of the trustee committee, staff 
and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection.  

  

  

Inspector  

Helen Harper 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children progress well as they enjoy a balance of child-initiated and adult-led activities. 
The pre-school is well-resourced indoors and outdoors. This provides good opportunities 
for children to be curious and make discoveries, for example, within their mud kitchen. 
Children develop good physical capabilities, such as balancing on stilts and pedalling. Staff 
support children's learning by using skilful questions and praising them. Activities such as 
creating a dragon for Chinese New Year promote children's expressive arts and design 
skills. Children have good opportunities to make choices, helping them to learn through 
exploration and investigation. Staff value and listen to children when they speak. Children 
are confident to stand up in front of their friends to sing action songs. This helps them 
make good progress in their communication and language skills. However, teaching for 
mathematics and literacy does not always fully challenge the more able children. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

The pre-school is inviting and welcoming. The children have good relationships with the 
staff, who are positive role models. Children's behaviour is excellent. They are polite and 
are able to share toys. This shows they are developing an awareness of other people's 
feelings. Children are secure, independent and confident. They put on their own coats and 
pour their own drinks. This means that they are being prepared well for their move to 
school. Snack times are sociable events, although staff do not encourage children to take 
an active role in their preparation. In addition, although children enjoy nutritious food and 
drink, staff do not generally use this time to talk to them about healthy eating. The pre-
school has good partnerships with the school, parents and other agencies, to enable 
consistent care and support. Children are known well by supportive and knowledgeable 
staff that listen to their interests and allow them to guide their own learning. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

Staff have a secure knowledge of the learning and development requirements and the 
importance of keeping children safe. Staff have opportunities to continue their professional 
development by attending training courses. This means that children are being cared for 
by staff that are effective in their roles. Managers and staff are committed to improving 
the quality of their provision through effective monitoring, evaluation and by setting 
targets for development. There are good arrangements to promote children's safety. Staff 
are suitably vetted and qualified to work with children. In addition, all staff know what to 
do if they have concerns about the welfare of a child in their care. The observation, 
planning and assessment of each child's learning are effective. This results in children 
receiving good quality care and learning opportunities within the pre-school. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY254245 

Local authority Buckinghamshire 

Inspection number 837203 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 22 

Number of children on roll 30 

Name of provider Hyde Heath Pre-School Committee 

Date of previous inspection 29 January 2009 

Telephone number 01494 782845 

 

Hyde Heath Pre-School registered in 2003. The pre-school is registered on the Early Years 
Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. The pre-school 
is in receipt of funding of children aged two, three and four. The pre-school opens five 
days a week during school term time offering a morning sessions from 9am-12 noon and 
an afternoon session from 12 noon -3pm. There are five staff who work with the children, 
one who holds Level 2 Status, three who hold qualifications at Level 3 Status, as well as 
one who holds Qualified Teacher Status. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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