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Beamont Collegiate 
Long Lane, Warrington, Cheshire, WA2 8PX 

 

Inspection dates 24–25 February 2015 

 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Not previously inspected as an academy  

This inspection: Requires improvement 3 

Leadership and management Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Quality of teaching Requires improvement 3 

Achievement of pupils Requires improvement 3 

 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a school that requires improvement. It is not good because 

 Not enough students achieve five GCSE grades A* 
to C including English and mathematics. 

 Disadvantaged students attain and achieve less 
well than their peers. 

 In a minority of lessons, students are not always 
given work that is sufficiently challenging. 

 

 The marking of internal tests and assessment 
papers or tasks does not always enable students to 

understand the next steps that will help them to 

improve further and faster. 

 

The school has the following strengths 

 The academy is led exceptionally well by a 

Principal with an eagle eye for improvement and 
instilling high aspirations for both students and 

staff. 

 The robust leadership of the Principal and his 

senior and middle leaders gives strong capacity 
for the academy to make further and more rapid 

improvement. 

 Staff and students have wholly bought into the 

Principal’s drive for high aspirations and rapid 
improvement in academy performance. 

 Self-evaluation is accurate and self-critical. 

 

 Students make better than expected progress in 

science. 

 There is a critical mass of good teaching across the 
curriculum. Staff training is well focused and of high 

quality. 

 Student behaviour is good. They are eager to learn 

and are increasingly embracing a stronger work 
ethos. 

 The academy represents a safe and caring 
community.  

 Governance is good. 
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Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed a wide range of subjects taught across the academy to different age groups. Several 
lessons were observed jointly with members of the senior leadership team. 

 Inspectors looked closely at samples of students’ written work across a range of subjects and year groups. 

They also watched behaviour around the academy.  

 Inspectors held meetings with senior and middle leaders, groups of teachers and three groups of 

students. Inspectors met with the Chair of the Governing Body, the governor responsible for achievement 
and attainment scrutiny, and a representative of the academy sponsor. Inspectors also met with two 

groups of students and a group of teachers to discuss marking and assessment practice.  

 Inspectors scrutinised a wide range of documentation including: self-evaluation and development plans; 

data relating to students’ attainment and progress; information on attendance; documents and records 
about behaviour and safeguarding; records of the monitoring of teaching and learning and of performance 

management and minutes of meetings of the governing body.  

 Inspectors reviewed the 17 responses to the Ofsted online questionnaire (Parent View) alongside the 

school’s own records of parental and student feedback. They also took account of 41 questionnaires 
completed by staff. 

 

Inspection team 

Patrick Geraghty, Lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector  

Dawn Platt Her Majesty’s Inspector 

David Woodhouse Additional Inspector 

Alan Parkinson Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 The Beamont Collegiate Academy opened in April 2013 under the sponsorship of the Warrington Collegiate 
Education Trust.  

 The current Principal took up post in September 2013. Since its inception there have been significant 

changes at governor, senior and middle management levels and in the composition of the teaching staff.  

 Beamont Collegiate Academy is a smaller than average-sized secondary school.  

 The proportion of disadvantaged students eligible for support through the pupil premium is well above the 

national average. The pupil premium is additional funding for those students who are known to be eligible 
for free school meals and those who are looked after by the local authority.  

 The proportion of students from minority ethnic backgrounds is below the national average.  

 The proportion of students who speak English as an additional language is below the national average.  

 The proportion of disabled students and those who have special educational needs is above average. 

 In 2013/14, the academy did not meet the government’s current floor standards which are the minimum 

expectations for students’ attainment and progress.  

 The academy does not enter students for GCSE examinations earlier than the usual time.  

 At the time of the inspection, the academy offered alternative provision for seven students with 

Cornerstones Warrington, Grappenhall Hall School, Warrington Wolves, Cheshire Fire Services and the 

Relationship Centre, Warrington. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Improve the quality of teaching that requires improvement so that it is good and increase the amount of 

outstanding teaching by ensuring that all teachers:  

 develop the use of their questioning skills so that all students have opportunities to develop their 

reasoning, spoken language and extend their thinking  

 plan lessons using assessment information that will support and challenge all students.  

 

 Improve teachers’ marking of all internal tests and assignment papers or tasks by: 

 making specific comments so that students learn from their mistakes and understand their next 

steps in learning and examination preparation 

 adopting some of the excellent marking practice in student exercise books that enables a highly 

productive dialogue with students on improvement.  

 

 Improve the attainment and progress that disadvantaged students make and increase more rapidly the 

percentage of all students achieving five GCSE grades A* to C including English and mathematics.  
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Inspection judgements 

The leadership and management are good 

 The academy has undergone rapid change during the last 18 months. Staff turnover has been significant. 
A new senior leadership team is in place. A more productive climate for learning has been established and 

expectations for both students and staff raised. Leaders, managers and governors are working hard to 
overcome a poor legacy of learning and low expectations. Historic underperformance is not reflective of 

current endeavours and attitudes. Change has been rapid but is substantive. An ethos of ‘high 
expectations, no excuses’ has been entrenched. 

 The new Principal leads with a passion for and a razor-sharp focus on improvement. Senior leaders 
communicate strongly an aspirational culture and lead their individual areas of responsibilities very well. 

Staff and students have fully bought into this rapid agenda for change.  

 Self-evaluation is accurate and realistic. There is a strong recognition of the academy’s need for further 

and accelerated improvement. Areas for improvement are identified and actions taken to tackle them. The 
use of data at all levels is comprehensive and well focused. The tracking and monitoring of student 

progress is thorough and informs learning activities. Target setting is effective, well used and understood 
by students.  

 The leadership of teaching and learning is good. Leaders ensure that new teachers, staff new to the 
academy and established practitioners have good training and developmental opportunities. A strong 

culture is emerging within the staff of sharing best practice and discussing the ways and means to 
improve teaching and learning.  

 Subject leaders are effective in driving improvements within their areas of responsibility. They work well 
together as a team and have embraced greater accountability and responsibility.  

 The curriculum has developed to meet the needs of all students more effectively. Students choose from a 

range of academic and vocational subjects at Key Stage 4. STEM (science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics) pathways have been developed well within the academy and with local further education 
providers and local businesses. Alternative educational provision is well focused and meets the learning 

needs of a small group of students. The Key Stage 3 curriculum is focused on closing gaps in literacy and 
numeracy and building the confidence and oracy skills of students.  

 The academy has raised students’ aspirations with regard to the importance of future employment and its 
impact on life skills and lifestyles. Students expressed growing ambitions to progress in education and 

training.  

 The promotion of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is integral to the academy’s values. 

Assemblies, personal, social and health education and events cover such aspects as radicalisation, e-
safety, child sexual exploitation and safety, and the nature and responsibilities of citizenship within a 

democratic society.  

 Leaders are making effective use of pupil premium funding. Tracking the progress of disadvantaged 

students and providing opportunities for them to improve their skills and learning experiences are 
thorough. Leaders acknowledge the need to close the achievement gap between disadvantaged students 

and their peers more rapidly.  

 Performance management is very robust. High levels of accountability are balanced by quality 

developmental and coaching support. School appraisal systems are very thorough. There is a well-defined 
relationship between teacher appraisal and the performance of students.  

 Academy links with the local community are developing quickly. Strong partnerships with primary schools 

have been forged. Links with local business are benefiting the breadth of the curriculum. The academy 

welcomes external critical evaluation of its work. Parents are kept well informed on the progress of their 
sons or daughters.  

 The academy has maintained an effective working relationship with the local authority. The Warrington 

Collegiate Education Trust plays a key role in supporting the academy through its programme of 

improvement and culture change.  

 The academy's arrangements for safeguarding students meet statutory requirements. Staff and governors 
receive suitable safeguarding training. 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governors have a clear view of the academy’s strengths and weaknesses. They have a good 

understanding of achievement and attainment data, and robustly challenge senior leadership on 

performance. 

 Governors are highly supportive of the Principal’s drive for sustained and embedded improvement. 
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Governors understand the effectiveness of teaching within the academy and its impact on students’ 
achievement. They monitor academy performance management well. 

 Governors have good oversight of the academy’s finances, including how pupil premium funding is 

used and the impact this is having on the achievement of disadvantaged students.  

 Governors ensure that safeguarding procedures meet statutory requirements. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

Behaviour  

 The behaviour of students is good. Students have played an integral part in the transformed culture of the 

academy. 

 Students behave well in lessons; they are pleasant and polite. They take pride in their academy uniform 

and in the academy environment.  

 Students have a good developing sense of civic responsibility. The academy offers an increasing number 
of opportunities for older students to develop their leadership skills. Students undertake a variety of 

responsibilities, including those as prefects and reading peer mentors for younger students. Students also 

play an active role in assemblies and in training on safeguarding and citizenship. 

 Students want to learn. They attend in large numbers revision sessions in the evenings and on Saturday 
mornings. A growing array of extra-curricular activities informs their wider educational and cultural vision. 

Cultural activities are now being added to an historically strong participation in sport. The growth of 

student participation in debating events and reading clubs gives further evidence to the radical change of 
culture that has embraced the academy. 

Safety  

 The academy’s work to keep students safe and secure is good, including when they attend the alternative 
provision. 

 Students feel safe and secure in lessons and around the academy. On the rare occasions when students 
experience bullying they say it is dealt with quickly and effectively by staff. They are aware of the different 

forms bullying can take, including racist and cyber-bullying. They are tolerant of others’ sexuality, 
background and religious beliefs.  

 The change in students’ attitudes is exemplified in higher attendance rates and a significant decrease in 
exclusions. They now attend regularly and in line with those rates seen nationally.  

 Inspection evidence supports the view of the majority of parents who responded to the Parent View online 

survey that their sons and daughters feel safe and well cared for by the academy. 

 

The quality of teaching requires improvement 

 The quality of learning and students’ application to learning has improved significantly at the academy. 
Teaching and learning require improvement because there remain some inconsistencies in the quality of 

teaching and learning across the curriculum.  

 Students are more eager to learn when activities offer appropriate levels of challenge. Students are given 

the opportunities to develop their skills and deepen their understanding; they respond with energy, 
excitement and strong commitment. In these instances, high expectations and aspirations are promoted 

and teachers have a sharp focus on the progress they expect students to make. Debate and group work 
are well planned to enable students to discuss, develop and advance arguments that stretch their 

knowledge and understanding. Well-planned and engaging learning activities characterise lessons at Key 

Stage 3.  

 Where activities do not offer appropriate levels of challenge, the questioning of students and their 
responses are too shallow and fail to promote a deeper understanding and extend thinking. Too often 

students do not make sufficient progress because their aspirations are low and the teachers’ expectations 

for them are limited. In these instances, students’ behaviour for learning is not yet generally good because 
they do not always take responsibility for their own learning. Too often they are seen to be overly reliant 

on their teachers and less reliant on themselves to ask questions or explore problems and contexts more 
thoroughly.  

 Student exercise books are marked frequently. The best marking gives very clear and specific guidance on 
how to improve. Students give extended responses with examples as to how they have used teachers’ 

comments to enable improvement. Students said that they find this dialogue very useful in helping them 
to make better progress and deepen their understanding. In internal tests and assessment papers or tasks 
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seen by inspectors, marking was not as specific and useful as in exercise books.  

 The academy places a high priority on improving the literacy, numeracy and oracy skills of students. 
Reading ages in Years 7 and 8 have improved significantly; however, a wider culture of ‘reading for 

pleasure’ has not yet been comprehensively embedded. The academy is widening opportunities for 

students to develop oracy and debating skills in lessons and extra-curricular activities.  

 Relationships between teachers and students are good. Students spoken to during the inspection reflected 
on the high regard they held their teachers in and their appreciation for the ‘extra mile’ most go to in 

order for them to be successful. 

 

The achievement of pupils requires improvement 

 The academy has been challenged by a historic legacy of poor learning and examination results. Students 
enter the academy with prior attainment significantly lower than that seen nationally. The current 
achievement of students requires improvement because, although attainment and progress are now 

improving quickly, not all students are performing as well as they should.  

 The academy has one full year set of GCSE examination data since its inception. In 2013/14, the 

attainment of five GCSE grades A* to C including English and mathematics was well below the national 
average. Mathematics results improved significantly. GCSE English results were below the national 

average. Students performed very well in science and in line with the national averages in humanities.  

 In 2013/14, Year 11 disadvantaged students left school approximately three-quarters of a GCSE grade 

behind in mathematics and English when their performance is compared to their peers nationally. The in-

school gap with other students was also at approximately three-quarters of a GCSE grade for GCSE in 
mathematics and English. Girls significantly outperformed boys.  

 The most-able students made progress in line with expectations.  

 The progress of disabled students and those who have special educational needs in 2013/14 was behind 
other students in the academy and their peers nationally. Currently, more focused strategies, an enhanced 

curriculum and better additional support are improving the attainment and progress of disabled students 
and those who have special educational needs.  

 Inspectors’ observations of the quality of learning and scrutiny of work in students’ books indicate that 
students’ achievement is improving across the academy more rapidly. Current academy data on progress 

at Key Stage 4 indicate that students are making better progress in both English and mathematics as well 
as across a broad range of subjects. Students in Key Stage 3 are at least making expected progress and 

an increasing number better than expected progress.  

 Academy data and inspection evidence indicate that strategies to close gaps more rapidly between 

disadvantaged students and their peers are now impacting at both key stages. Boys are now making 
significantly better progress.  

 The most-able students are now making better progress. Academy leaders are working on strategies to 
add further challenge and extension activities to Key Stage 4 work to reflect the progress made with the 

most-able students at Key Stage 3.  

 Year 7 students who join the ‘catch-up’ programme are making better progress in their literacy because of 

the additional support they receive. Reading ages show a significant improvement in Years 7 and 8.  

 A small number of students in Years 10 and 11 are educated in off-site alternative provision at a small 
number of venues. This provision is effectively monitored and current academy data indicate that students 

are making expected progress.  

 The increased rigour with which students’ progress is tracked is resulting in all students having a better 

chance to succeed. Senior leaders, middle leaders and teachers record and evaluate the progress of 
students exceptionally well through the academy’s dedicated progress data room.  

 From the 2013/14 cohort, all students progressed into education, employment or training. Students are 
well prepared for the next step in education or employment. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes that 

provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils 

are very well equipped for the next stage of their education, training or 
employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well for all 

its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it is not 
inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 24 months 

from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and requires 
significant improvement but leadership and management are judged to 

be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular monitoring by 

Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is failing 
to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the school’s 

leaders, managers or governors have not demonstrated that they have 
the capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. This 

school will receive regular monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 139196 

Local authority Warrington 

Inspection number 449795 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  

 

Type of school Secondary 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 11–16 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 767 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Mr H Platt 

Principal Mr A Moorcroft 

Date of previous school inspection Not previously inspected as an academy 

Telephone number 01925 579500 

Fax number 01925 579505 

Email address mail@bca.warrington.ac.uk 

mailto:mail@bca.warrington.ac.uk


 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, 

work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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