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Lydgate Infant School, Lydgate Lane, Sheffield, South Yorkshire, S10 5FQ raising sta ndards
improving lives

Inspection date 24 February 2015
Previous inspection date 3 March 2014
. This inspection: Good
The quality and standards of the _ _ _ _
early years provision Previous inspection: Requires 3
Improvement
How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good 2
range of children who attend
The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children
The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

B Children are kept safe and secure in the club as staff have a good understanding of
their roles and responsibilities to safeguard them.

B Teaching complements the children's learning at school, because activities enhance and
extend children's experiences through purposeful fun.

B Staff are caring, sensitive and provide a nurturing environment. As a result, children
feel a strong sense of belonging and behaviour is good.

B Children are provided with plenty of opportunities to exercise and have nutritious
options at snack times. Consequently, children are learning how to be healthy.

B Children have consistency and continuity of care as there are effective partnerships
between the club, school, carers and parents.

B The manager uses self-evaluation well to evaluate the provision and identify areas for
improvement.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B Children are not always provided with sufficient opportunities to be independent and to
develop their self-help skills to the highest level.

B Noise levels inside can occasionally distract children who are trying to concentrate on
their chosen activities and can impede children who wish to relax.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B provide children with more opportunities to practise their independence and self-care
skills, for example, by encouraging them to prepare their own food and serve their own
drinks

B ensure noise levels are monitored, so that all children can concentrate on their chosen
activities, or can spend more time relaxing in a calm environment.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities in the playroom and the outside area.
The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.
The inspector held meetings with the manager of the provision.

The inspector looked at children's assessment records and planning documentation.

The inspector checked evidence of suitability and qualifications of staff working with
children, the manager's self-evaluation form and improvement plan.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents and carers spoken to on the day
and from information included in the setting's own parent survey.

Inspector
Ruth Moore
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Staff in the club provide a wide range of interesting resources that support children's
independent play, and offer them a choice of adult-led activities, such as art and craft.
Detailed information about the children's abilities is collected during the settling-in period.
Staff carry out observations and assessments, which are linked to the areas of learning.
Children are involved in planning. Therefore, activities reflect their interests and provide
good levels of challenge and support for the next steps in children's learning. The
environments, inside and outside, are stimulating, with a broad range of resources for the
children. There are places for children to be quiet and relax inside. However, occasionally
the levels of noise inside make it difficult for some children to concentrate or relax. Staff
inform parents about their children's learning and offer ideas about how parents might
continue with their children's learning at home. As a result, they work together to ensure
children continue to make good progress.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

The club provides a welcoming environment where children can enjoy time with their
friends after their day at school. The key-person system is effective. Staff support children
to form strong relationships with each other, resulting in children who are confident and
self-assured. Staff do not fully promote children's independence. Although children meet
some of their own care needs, such as toileting and hand washing, there are few other
opportunities for children to develop their self-care and independence. Therefore, children
do not always develop their independence and self-help skills to the highest level.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

Staff have a good understanding of their responsibilities to ensure they meet the
safeguarding and welfare requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage.
Consequently, children's safety and well-being is effectively promoted. The manager
monitors and evaluates the educational programmes provided. This enables her to identify
any gaps in children's learning and seek the appropriate support. Recruitment procedures
are robust, and all staff members undergo checks to ensure they are suitable to work with
children. The manager supports staff practice through regular team meetings and
supervisions. New staff benefit from a full induction, which ensures they are quickly aware
of the routines, policies and procedures. All staff are given good support and
encouragement to develop their professional knowledge through training. This has a
positive impact on children's ongoing learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 300767

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 962693

Type of provision

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 0-17

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 50

Name of provider Lydgate After School Club Committee
Date of previous inspection 3 March 2014
Telephone number 07931715889 after 1430

Lydgate After School Club was registered in 1992. The club employs 21 members of
childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, one
holds a qualification at level 6. Two hold a qualification at level 2. The club is open each
weekday from 3.10pm to 6pm, term time only and only serves children from Lydgate Lane
Primary School.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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