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Inspection date 23 February 2015
Previous inspection date 29 June 2010

. This inspection: Requires 3
The quality and standards of the improvement

early years provision _ _ _
Previous inspection: Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Requires

range of children who attend improvement

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Requires 3
of children improvement

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Requires 3
early years provision improvement

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

B Arrangements for supervision are not effective in establishing clear and achievable
targets for staff that support their continuous improvement. As a result, the quality of
teaching, the range of activities on offer and how staff assess children's learning is
variable.

B Not all children make equally good progress. While staff offer a broad range of
activities, some of these do not interest and challenge the children. Therefore, teaching
does not fully support all children to make equally good progress.

B Staff do not maximise on opportunities to help develop children's mathematical skills.

It has the following strengths

B Safeguarding procedures are clear and all staff know what to do if they have concerns
about children in their care. There are robust recruitment systems and well established
procedures to check ongoing suitability of staff.

B Staff have positive relationships with children and, as a result, children are happy and
settled. Their social skills are developed well with a 'wow tree', which staff use to
encourage and reward kind behaviours.

B The staff have very strong links with the host school. This gives children good chances
to meet the teachers and older children in preparation for their moves to school.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must:

B raise the quality of teaching to at least a good level by improving the monitoring of
staff practice through peer observations and by ensuring that staff supervision sessions
are effective in addressing inconsistencies in how staff assess learning

B focus more precisely on the learning intentions of planned activities, to ensure the
quality of teaching supports and challenges all children to consistently gain new skills
and knowledge based on their individual needs, particularly in mathematics.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed children's play and learning throughout the day.

B The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including development records and
key policies.

The inspector conducted a joint observation with the nursery manager.

B The inspector took account of children's views through discussions and observations.

Inspector
Melissa Cox
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This requires improvement

Staff provide a suitable range of experiences that generally take children's interests into
account. Children develop listening skills at group times as they discuss the weather and
talk about objects that link to sounds. However, when staff teach children in small group
activities, they do not always adapt their teaching to cater for children's differing needs
and abilities to promote their effective learning. Staff provide adequate levels of support to
children who find it more difficult to join in and build on ideas for children to work on tasks
together. This supports their social development. However, staff do not focus enough on
promoting children's learning in mathematics. They do not refer to numbers, comparisons,
size and shape widely enough to support the idea that mathematics is part of everyday
life. This means some children have yet to reach expected age-related levels in this area.
Staff suitably observe children during their play and help assess children's progress.
However, this information is not always precise enough. Consequently, children's progress
is not yet good. Staff provide parents with regular updates on their child's achievements.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children
requires improvement

Children are well-looked after in the clean, safe and secure surroundings of their pre-
school. They arrive happy and ready to play. Children show they feel emotionally secure
as they move freely around, choosing activities. Their independence is developed well by
staff during routines, such as tidy-up time. Children enjoy eating nutritious snacks where
they prepare their fruit and pour their drinks. Children learn about what to do in an
emergency and during regular walks as they are taught how to behave safely and sensibly
and to recognise potential hazards. Dietary and medical needs are well supported.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision requires improvement

The management committee ably support the manager and staff and are involved in
monitoring the effectiveness of procedures. This has effectively supported a nhumber of
positive improvements. For example, there are additional resources in the outdoor areas
and a positive focus on behaviour. However, teaching is not monitored rigorously enough
to ensure that it continuously improves. Furthermore, the supervision of staff does not
lead to clear and achievable targets for improving practice as it not yet of a consistently
high standard. Systems to monitor the delivery of the educational programme are not
thorough enough to highlight gaps in children's learning, owing to inconsistent teaching.
Consequently, children are not making the best progress they could to prepare them for
their future learning and, eventually, school. However, the capacity to improve is good.
Partnerships with parents are positive, and staff work with parents and other professionals
to support children's needs.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 133699

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 841004

Type of provision Full-time provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 2-8

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 39

Name of provider Shiplake Village Nursery Committee
Date of previous inspection 29 June 2010
Telephone number 01189 404738

Shiplake Village Nursery has been established since 1966. It has been in its present
location since 1990, located in Shiplake village memorial hall in Oxfordshire. The nursery is
open from 9am to 12 noon and 1pm to 3pm, Monday to Friday. There is an optional lunch
club which runs from 12 noon until 1pm. The nursery is open term time only and employs
eight members of staff, of whom five are qualified to level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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