
   

 

Buttercups Nursery    
Falfield, Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire, GL12 8DB    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

17 February 2015  
11 April 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Staff provide a well-organised and resourced provision, that encourages and provides 
good opportunities for children to develop independence, and to thrive in a caring 
atmosphere. 

  

 Skilled staff know the children well and provide good opportunities for them to explore 
and investigate their environment. Staff demonstrate good teaching skills and children 
make good progress as a consequence. 

  

 Key persons ensure children are well cared for and feel secure because of the strong 
emotional relationships they have established with them. 

  

 Staff implement well-established routines to ensure the children's well-being and to 
ensure their individual needs are met. 

  

 The manager uses effective systems of observation of children's learning and 
development, and uses this information to track their progress accurately. 

  

 All staff use self-evaluation effectively to set targets in order to drive improvement and 
promote outcomes for children. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not always provide children with a broad range of activities and resources to 
support their all-round learning and development in the outdoor area. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the outdoor play space, so all areas of learning are covered, to provide 

children with rich and varied learning experiences. 
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector held discussions with parents and took account of their views.  
  

 The inspector reviewed a sample of the nursery's documentation.  
  

 The inspector made a number of observations of activities, including undertaking a joint 
observation with the manager.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the manager, which covered methods for checking 
children's learning and progress.  

  

  

Inspector  

Edgar Hastings 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Staff provide a warm, welcoming and calm environment where children's needs are well 
provided through a thoughtful layout of softly-furnished areas. Staff use sensory toys and 
resources very effectively, to encourage children to examine and handle them as they 
learn to make sense of their world. Adults focus strongly on encouraging children to 
respond to spoken language, and reward their responses with praise and expressions of 
warm affection. Children are encouraged to do things for themselves and staff provide 
them with space in which to develop early physical movements, such as rolling and 
crawling. However, staff do not always provide activities and resources to cover all areas 
of learning in the outdoor environment. This does not support those children who prefer to 
play and learn outside. Regular observations and assessments are carried out over time so 
that staff are able to identify the good progress children make. Regular communication 
with parents keeps them well informed about children's well-being and progress. Staff 
provide considerable activities for parents, including regular 'stay and play' sessions to 
help them support their children's development. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Staff know the children well and provide a very supportive environment in which children 
are happy and enjoy being in the nursery. Staff form strong bonds ith children who settle 
very well due to the caring atmosphere. Good communication with the children ensures 
these relationships are well established. Children are secure and happily engage in 
exploring their environment. Good hygiene procedures are in place to protect children 
from infection. Staff understand how to safeguard children, and know the procedures to 
follow if concerns are raised. Staff promote healthy eating through their snack system and 
share this information with parents. Staff take babies out every day in their pushchairs to 
get fresh air and visit the local garden centre to enjoy soft play most weeks. These visits 
help prepare young children for life outside the prison. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The manager has a good understanding of the requirements of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. Staff are well trained and regularly undertake further training to improve their 
knowledge and skills. A safe environment is provided, and staff are checked for their 
suitability to work with young children. Self-evaluation is used very effectively, and 
individual staff targets are set for staff to manage in the drive for improvement. Staff 
undergo regular performance management appraisals and training opportunities are 
identified. The quality of teaching is monitored, as well as planning and the use of 
assessment. Staff have a very strong partnership with parents, the Mother and Baby Unit, 
and other organisations who attend to provide support and experiences for the children. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY266411 

Local authority South Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 847129 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 13 

Number of children on roll 6 

Name of provider HM Prison Service 

Date of previous inspection 11 April 2011 

Telephone number 01454 382244 

 

Buttercups Nursery registered in 2004. The nursery operates from a purpose-built mother 
and baby unit, within Eastwood Park women's prison in Falfield, South Gloucestershire. 
There is an enclosed garden available for outside play with grassed and safety surfaced 
areas. The unit provides day care for children aged from birth to two years. It opens on 
Monday to Friday all year round, excluding bank holidays, from 9am to 12 noon and from 
2pm to 5pm. There are two members of staff working with the children who both hold 
relevant childcare qualifications at level 3.  

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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