
   

 

The Ark Day Care Nursery    
Lea View House, Springfield, London, E5 9DX    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

17 February 2015  
27 March 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Requires 
Improvement  

3 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Key persons and parents work together and share information about children's 
development and achievements. This promotes consistency of care for children 
between home and the nursery. 

  

 The provider's improved security systems and good staff deployment helps to keep 
children safe and well supervised at all times. 

  

 Staff interact well with children, supporting their learning during role-play activities by 
asking children questions which enable them to think and express their ideas. 

  

 Children show interest in the letters of the alphabet. They are beginning to recognise 
their names and those of their friends on name cards and labels. 

  

 Staff encourage babies' and young children's exploration further as they provide 
activities and resources to support their interests. 

  

 Staff help children to learn how to keep themselves safe when on outings. For example, 
they help them to understand the importance of using pedestrian crossings where 
possible. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff miss opportunities during messy play and painting activities to help children notice 
patterns to develop their mathematical thinking and ideas. 

  

 Children do not always have regular access to the climbing frame to challenge and 
extend their physical skills. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 give children regular opportunities to access and use the climbing play equipment in 

order to further develop their physical skills 
  

 provide opportunities for children to recognise patterns in activities and everyday 
situations in order to enhance their mathematical thinking and ideas. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector had discussions with the provider and the manager.  
  

 The inspector viewed the areas used by the children and observed the staff's 
interaction with the children.  

  

 The inspector sampled some documents, which included the children's record, the 
record of the risk assessment, the accident and complaints records and the observation 
reports.  

  

 The inspector interviewed some parents.  
  

  

Inspector  

Jennifer Liverpool 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

The manager ensures that the staff's observation and assessment processes are 
consistent and reflect the children's individual needs. All staff now know how to use their 
observation notes to identify children's interests and achievements in order to plan 
purposeful learning opportunities through play. Children are independent. They attend to 
their personal needs such as visiting the toilet, using a tissue to blow their nose and 
deciding when to have a drink and snack. Older children regularly say that to share is to 
care for their friends. Consequently, children learn to play cooperatively and sustain 
positive relationships with their friends. Children are acquiring skills for when they go to 
school. Babies have good opportunities to use their sense of touch, hearing and 
observation to explore a wide range of natural and made materials. Staff support children 
to develop skills in counting, number recognition and shapes, though they do not help 
children to recognise the patterns they create in their paintings and when playing with 
malleable materials.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

The key persons gather all relevant information from the parents before children start at 
the nursery. This helps to ensure that the children's care routines are put in place 
immediately, thus enabling babies and young children to receive consistent care between 
home and the nursery. Children receive meals and snacks that are well balanced and 
nutritious, which helps develop their healthy eating practices. Children also learn the 
importance of eating healthily as they enjoy helping staff to select fresh fruits from the 
local shops for their meals. Children enjoy regular exercise outdoors and, overall, they use 
a suitable range of equipment, such as balancing beams and tricycles to develop their 
balance and coordination. However, they have few opportunities to practise climbing.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The staff are secure in their knowledge of safeguarding procedures. This supports 
children's welfare. Staff carry out regular risk assessments both indoors and outdoors to 
identify and quickly address potential hazards to children. The provider ensures that all 
staff are suitable to work with children. The manager offer staff regular opportunities for 
professional development through supervision and training. This enables all staff to further 
develop their knowledge of childcare. In addition, the provider and manager has recently 
employed a member of staff who holds a higher qualification in early years to help support 
staff to deliver the early years curriculum. Consequently, children now receive purposeful 
play experiences and they are progressing in their learning and development. Staff and 
parents work together and now share information about children's individual development 
and progress. This helps to enhance the continuity in children's learning. The provider has 
addressed previous actions and is keen to further improve the outcomes for children. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY437216 

Local authority Hackney 

Inspection number 977749 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 30 

Number of children on roll 27 

Name of provider Maxine Aboagye 

Date of previous inspection 27 March 2014 

Telephone number 02088097586 

 

The Ark Day Care Nursery (Springfield) registered in 2011. The nursery is one of two 
settings run by a private individual. It is situated within a community centre in Upper 
Clapton in the London Borough of Hackney. The nursery has sole use of the premises it is 
registered for on the ground floor. Children have access to three play rooms. There is an 
outdoor play area to the front and rear of the premises. The setting operates Monday to 
Friday from 7.30am to 6.30pm for 51 weeks of the year. It is registered on the Early Years 
Register and both the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. The 
setting provides funded nursery education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. It 
also offers an out-of-school service, which includes dropping off and collecting school-
aged children from the nearby Harrington Primary School. The setting employs nine 
members of staff, including the manager. Of these, one staff member holds Early Years 
Professional Status and five hold other appropriate early years qualifications.  

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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