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raising standards
improving lives

Bloomfield School

Bloomfield Road, Tipton, DY4 9ER

Inspection dates 11 February 2015
Overall outcome Independent school standards met

Context of the inspection

B A material change inspection visit was made on 5 December 2014 at the request of the
Department for Education (DfE) to advise on the school’s application to increase its maximum
number on roll to 44 students and establish an annexe at the Dudley Port Training Centre,
Station Drive, Tipton. At the start of that inspection visit, the proprietor requested an increase in
the proposed maximum number on roll to 56 students.

B The material change was not recommended as not all of the independent school standards were
likely to be met. The school submitted an action plan outlining its proposals for addressing
these, which was evaluated and accepted by the DfE on 28 January 2015.

B This unannounced progress monitoring inspection visit was made at the request of the DfE to
evaluate the school’s progress in implementing its action plan.

Main findings

B The material change inspection visit found that the intended provision at the new premises for
students who are ill was not likely to meet requirements. Although a suitable room had been
identified and was equipped with a bed and washbasin with hot and cold running water, it was
too far from a toilet facility. In response, the school drew up an action plan to provide the
required facilities, including the provision of an additional toilet facility. This inspection visit
found that the proposals have been fully implemented and that the provision now meets
requirements.

W At the time of the material change inspection visit, internal doors were fitted with standard locks
operated by keys on both sides. The proprietor stated his intention to replace these so that
occupants could exit without requiring a key. This was judged particularly important as there are
restraints fitted to windows and all ground floor rooms are fitted with electrically controlled
external shutters. While the proprietor was implementing the college’s health and safety policy
robustly, not all related works had been completed at the new premises. The school’s action
plan proposals to address these shortcomings included fitting suitable locks to all internal doors,
including storerooms. This inspection visit found that this work has now been completed. In
addition, the fire exit doors have been fitted with electrically operated release mechanisms that
are triggered by the fire alarm system.

B The school has responded promptly to the shortcomings identified in the material change
inspection. All the independent school standards are now likely to be met. The Department has
been recommended to approve the proprietor’s application to establish an annexe at the Dudley
Port Training Centre and to increase the school’s maximum number on roll to 56 students.

Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school meets The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014
and associated requirements



Monitoring report: Bloomfield School, 11 February 2015 20f 4
Inspection team

Michael Best, Lead inspector Additional Inspector

Information about this school

B Bloomfield School is a secondary day school in Tipton, near to the border of Dudley and
Sandwell metropolitan boroughs. The school admits boys and girls from 11 to 16 years of age.
There are currently 32 students on roll, most of whom are from White British families and are
funded by six local authorities. Thirty students have a statement of special educational needs,
primarily for complex behaviour as well as emotional and social difficulties.

B The school opened in April 2008 and is located in a two-storey modern building. Established by
Educare Adolescent Services Ltd, the school is now owned by the Horizon Care and Education
Group. The school’s mission statement focuses on respect, caring, achievement and enjoyment
in education. The school was last inspected in June 2012 when it met all the independent school
regulations.

m With the consent of the Department for Education (DfE), the school has recently changed its
name from Bloomfield College to Bloomfield School.
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School details

Unique reference number
Inspection number

DfE registration number

135518
463017
333/6004

This inspection was conducted at the request of the registration authority for independent schools.
It was carried out under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008.

Type of school

School status

Age range of pupils

Gender of pupils

Number of pupils on the school roll
Number of part time pupils
Proprietor

Chair

Headteacher

Date of previous school inspection
Annual fees (day pupils)
Telephone number

Fax number

Email address

Special day school for students with behavioural,
emotional and social difficulties

Independent school
11-16

Mixed

32

0

Horizon Care and Education Group
Stephen Lambert
Andrew Harding

21 June 2012
£38,500

0121 520 9408
0121 520 9408

bloomfieldhead@horizoncare.co.uk
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance 'Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use
the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and
when and as part of the inspection.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools
in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main
Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and
inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and
skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and
inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools,
colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community
learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses
council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234

Textphone: 0161 618 8524

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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