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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

10 February 2015  
1 April 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Requires 
Improvement  

3 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The staff observe and assess children well. They plan interesting activities for the 
children for whom they take responsibility, in small groups through good teaching. 
These experiences help children to make clear progress from their starting abilities on 
entry. Children learn vital skills for school readiness. 

  

 Staff relationships with children and parents are strong at all levels because of the 
established methods of working that successfully help children and families to feel 
secure and welcome. 

  

 Staff safeguard children well because they follow stipulated procedures to protect 
children and keep them safe. 

  

 The large well-equipped playroom and outdoor areas meet children needs well. A new 
climbing wall is a great addition offering good challenge to children's physical skills. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Teaching strategies to keep noise levels down and to stop children running indoors are 
not always successful. 

  

 Methods to make sure all staff have very high expectations of themselves and receive 
the individual training they need are not established fully. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 develop high-quality, professional staff coaching and supervision based on sharply 

focused evaluations of staff practice to ensure teaching is of the very highest quality  
  

 develop further strategies for use in reducing noise levels in the playroom and raise 
children's expectations of themselves to develop high levels of self control.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the children's play activities indoors and out, including some 
group activities, and looked at the available resources and read relevant 
documentation.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager and deputy about their leadership and 
management, including evaluation methods and how they assess children's progress.  

  

 The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with one of the managers.  
  

  

Inspector  

Loraine Wardlaw 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children benefit positively from their early years experience. Staff help them to 
successfully make good progress from their starting abilities on entry. This is because of 
the stimulating and welcoming play areas provided and the individual support children 
receive from adults. Most staff often get down to children's eye level to talk with them and 
most are skilled at working with them, building on what children already know and can do. 
Staff promote children's personal skills, such as when they put on coats. They help 
children speak confidently by joining in repetitive elements of favourite stories. Children 
understand mathematical language such as, 'more' and 'less' and learn to solve simple 
problems. Children explore ice using their senses and staff ask varied questions to 
promote thinking and talking. Staff have undertaken training in a national literacy 
programme and now promote children's communication and language skills well. They 
involve parents in their children's language development by providing useful guidance.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

All children are very settled, happy and show they feel emotionally secure in the nurturing 
environment staff provide. Children have a keen sense of belonging because they are 
proud of their achievements, particularly those who sometimes find it difficult to follow 
staff expectations. They smile and proudly show off special certificates received. 
Nevertheless, on occasion some children run in the large indoor space and noise levels are 
high with children shouting; current staff teaching strategies are not completely successful 
in addressing this weakness. Outdoors, children have a lot of fun in the physically 
challenging play areas. Staff maintain children's good health well and children gain useful 
skills by helping prepare their food. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The close-knit management and staff team work collaboratively and effectively to 
implement requirements. Leadership regularly discusses the staff team's ongoing 
performance. Leadership address instances of significant underperformance. Training 
priorities, evaluation and improvement is ongoing and successful. Recent training about 
boys and behaviour has resulted in better quality teaching methods to engage and 
motivate the boys productively, but more needs to be done. The scrutiny of staff 
performance, particularly during observations of individual teaching, is not of the highest 
quality. Good communication systems exist to liaise with parents. Staff regularly share 
useful information on children's care and education. Partnerships with staff in external 
agencies and schools are well established, including with the local safeguarding children's 
board. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 131545 

Local authority Southampton 

Inspection number 965231 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 35 

Number of children on roll 33 

Name of provider Mansel Mini Community Pre-School Committee 

Date of previous inspection 1 April 2014 

Telephone number 023 8070 1546 

 

Mansel Minis Community Pre-School opened in 1997 and registered with Ofsted in 2001 on 
the Early Years Register and both parts of the Childcare Register. A committee of parent 
volunteers manages the pre-school. It operates from a room on the site of Mansel Primary 
School in the Millbrook area of Southampton. Children have access to an enclosed garden. 
The pre-school provides free early education for children aged three and four years. The 
pre-school is open on weekdays from 8.45am to 3.15pm during school term times. There 
are eight staff who work with the children, all of whom hold recognised qualifications at 
level 2 and 3. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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