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Previous inspection date 26 March 2012

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Inadequate 4
early years provision Previous inspection:  Satisfactory 3
How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Inadequate

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Inadequate 4
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Inadequate 4

early years provision

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is inadequate

The childminder's first-aid certificate has expired. She does not have up-to-date
knowledge in order to manage minor accidents and injuries. Children's welfare is not
fully assured.

The childminder has a weak knowledge and understanding of the learning and
development requirements. This limits the effectiveness of teaching and learning.

The childminder has insufficient knowledge of how to accurately assess and monitor
children's learning and development to ensure they make best progress.

The childminder does not engage with, or involve parents and other carers with
children's learning. She is not proactive in establishing links with other settings children
attend. Therefore, there is not a cohesive approach to children's learning and
development.

The childminder's self-evaluation is poor. Consequently, weaknesses in her practice and
knowledge are not identified or addressed.

It has the following strengths

The childminder sensitively introduces children to her care and they settle well. She is
caring and attentive to children and establishes positive, trusting relationships with
them.

Children learn good hygiene habits from an early age, through the childminder's
example and consistent routines.

The childminder establishes positive partnerships with parents regarding children's care
and welfare needs.

The childminder provides a suitable variety of age-appropriate resources and activities
to engage the children.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must:

maintain a current paediatric first-aid certificate, attending training that is relevant for
workers caring for young children and babies

gain knowledge of the learning and development requirements, particularly the areas of
learning and how to implement them in practice, in order to improve the quality of
teaching and fully promote children's learning and development

implement accurate and effective assessment, including the progress check for children
between the ages of two and three years, in order to accurately monitor children's
learning and development and to inform planning, to ensure they are progressing
within expected range

develop the partnership working with parents and other providers to promote a
cohesive approach to promoting children's learning and development.

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

implement rigorous self-evaluation to ensure any weaknesses are swiftly identified and
promptly addressed, to improve the quality of care, learning and development for
children.

To meet the requirements of the Childcare Register the provider must:

ensure an appropriate first-aid qualification is maintained (compulsory part of the
Childcare Register)

implement a written statement of procedures to be followed for the protection of
children, intended to safeguard the children being cared for from abuse or neglect
(compulsory part of the Childcare Register)

ensure an appropriate first-aid qualification is maintained (voluntary part of the
Childcare Register)

implement a written statement of procedures to be followed for the protection of
children, intended to safeguard the children being cared for from abuse or neglect
(voluntary part of the Childcare Register).
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Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities and resources in the childminder's lounge and viewed
all areas of her home used for childminding purposes.

B The inspector spoke with the childminder at appropriate times throughout the
inspection.

B The inspector looked at the childminder's documentation relating to children's learning
and development, accident and medication records, written risk assessments and a
selection of policies and children's records.

B The inspector checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of the childminder
and the suitability of members of the household.

Inspector
Hazel Meadows
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is inadequate

The childminder has a poor understanding of the areas of learning and this results in weak
planning and teaching. This is not always matched to individual children's needs to
support the next stage in their learning. The childminder gets to know children's interests.
However, she does not accurately ascertain their starting points or monitor their progress.
For example, she does not refer to any guidance documents to help assess children's
stages of development against expected levels. The childminder has some discussions with
parents about their children's abilities. However, she does not suggest how they can
support children's learning at home. Using her experience, the childminder instinctively
offers some learning opportunities, such as counting the stairs with the children, and
reflecting the correct pronunciation of words to them. Children enthusiastically explore the
train track and play kitchen, and play purposefully with them. The childminder sometimes
plans some more specific activities, such as, cookery, a pirate day and craft ideas.
However, planning is not consistent enough to challenge and fully promote children's
progress. Children occasionally use the garden for games but mostly develop their physical
skills and confidence at local parks and play areas.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
inadequate

Children's well-being is not fully assured. The childminder has not maintained her first aid
certificate and does not have current knowledge to attend appropriately to children's
accidents. However, children play freely and comfortably as the childminder is vigilant
regarding the safety and security of her home. The childminder discusses children's
welfare needs with parents, to offer continuity of care. For example, she is aware of any
dietary needs. Children respond well to the childminder's caring approach and swiftly
establish trusting bonds with her. The childminder is attentive to children's personal
hygiene needs, to ensure they are clean and comfortable. She encourages children to
wash their hands after nappy changes. Suitable equipment, toys and resources are
available to support the children's care needs. Children learn social skills at local toddler
groups and they are emotionally supported and prepared for changes, such as starting
school.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is inadequate

The childminder does not have a robust understanding of the Early Years Foundation
Stage. Consequently, children's learning and development is not adequately assessed,
planned for, or promoted. The educational programmes are not monitored to ensure they
are tailored to meet individual children's needs or to maximise children's progress. The
childminder does not establish effective partnerships with parents and other providers
involved in children's care and education. This impedes the process of offering consistency
and continuity in children's learning and development. Self-evaluation is vague and the
childminder has not fully addressed recommendations from the previous inspection. In
particular, this results in her continued failure to observe and assess children's learning



Inspection report: 13 February 2015 50f7

and development accurately. She has a sound knowledge of child protection procedures
and understands what to do should she have a concern about the welfare of a child in her
care.



Inspection report: 13 February 2015 6 of 7

Setting details

Unique reference number EY314611
Local authority Suffolk
Inspection number 878008
Type of provision Childminder
Registration category Childminder
Age range of children 0-17
Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 3

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 26 March 2012

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 2005. She lives in Ipswich, Suffolk. She is open all year
round from 8.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family
holidays. The childminder holds an early years qualification at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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