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Stoke Canon Primary School, Stoke Canon, EXETER, EX5 4AS    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

11 February 2015  
21 April 2010 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Staff establish warm and respectful relationships with children. They interact well with 
them, offer frequent praise and listen to children's comments. As a result, children 
develop confidence and good social skills to form strong friendships with each other. 

  

 The manager conducts regular supervision meetings with staff to support their 
continuous professional development, including identifying their training needs. 
Consequently, staff have a good knowledge of how to meet children's individual 
learning needs. 

  

 Staff provide a safe and secure environment for children; they regularly check for any 
hazards and have a secure understanding of procedures for seeking advice if they have 
concerns regarding children's welfare. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are effective in sharing children's achievements, to extend 
children's learning at home and in the pre-school. 

  

 Staff implement good strategies to support children who speak English as an additional 
language, which successfully develops their communication and language. 
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It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not allow children to finish their play in their own way before they are asked to 
help tidy up, which abruptly ends their learning opportunities. This upsets some 
children who are then reluctant to pack away the resources. 

  

 Although staff share information with other settings that children attend, they do not 
proactively follow this up if they do not receive feedback, to promote continuity in 
children's learning. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enable children to end their play in their own way by giving advanced notification of 

when activities are due to change, to support their personal and emotional 
development 

  

 extend the two-way flow of information with other early years settings, to provide a 
consistent approach to children's learning. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children during self-chosen and adult-led play, both indoors and 
outdoors.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector took into account the views of parents through discussion during the 
inspection.  

  

 The inspector discussed with staff and the manager how they deliver the educational 
programmes for children, including children of differing ages, and how they ensure all 
relevant adults have an understanding of children's current stages of learning.  

  

 The inspector looked at the setting's policies and discussed its procedures for keeping 
children safe, as well as the documents and records that staff keep.  

  

  

Inspector  

Sarah Madge 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Staff plan a good range of activities to promote children's development. This is because 
each member of staff takes responsibility for providing interesting and challenging 
resources and activities for one area of development. Consequently, children participate in 
play that is well tailored to their individual needs, to support them to make good progress 
in their learning. For instance, staff encourage children to solve problems and work 
together as they build bridges using boxes for their toy vehicles. Regular progress reports 
document children's achievements and current stage of development, to help staff identify 
and address any gaps in their learning. Staff make good use of opportunities to repeat 
children's language and frequently ask open questions, such as 'what do you think?' As a 
result, children are making good progress in their communication and language skills. Staff 
share information regarding children's progress with other settings that children attend but 
are not proactive in making further contact if they receive none in return. This reduces 
opportunities to work together to provide consistency in learning.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children have opportunities to be active and engage in physical play both in the garden 
and during dance sessions in the hall, where they explore different ways to move their 
bodies. They benefit from a good range of resources, which are stored at a low level. This 
means that children can consider the full availability when making independent choices in 
their play. Staff encourage children to participate in self-care tasks, such as putting their 
coats on to play outdoors. This helps to prepare them for the next stage of their learning 
and school. Children feel safe and secure, which they demonstrate through their good 
behaviour. However, some children are less willing to tidy up their toys in preparation for 
the next activity because they are not ready to end their play, when instructed by staff. 
Staff promote the good health of children through consistent reminders to wash their 
hands at appropriate times and discussion about how to keep their teeth healthy and 
clean.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The manager and staff have a secure knowledge of the learning and development 
requirements and how to keep children safe. They regularly review the hazards in the 
environment to minimise significant risks. Children participate in routine fire drills to teach 
them how to exit the premises quickly and safely in the event of a fire. Effective systems 
for monitoring planning and assessment result in children having good-quality care and 
learning opportunities throughout the day. Staff regularly attend additional training to 
enhance their professional development, for example with regard to the developmental 
stages of two-year-olds. The manager and staff identify areas for development and how to 
address these, to maintain a culture of continuous development. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY401635 

Local authority Devon 

Inspection number 986498 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 16 

Number of children on roll 26 

Name of provider Stoke Canon Church of England Primary School 

Governing Body 

Date of previous inspection 21 April 2010 

Telephone number 01392 841279 

 

The setting is run by the governing body of Stoke Canon Church of England Primary 
School, which is located in the village of Stoke Canon, near Exeter. It registered in 2009. 
The setting is situated in the school building, using two adjoining classrooms and 
associated facilities. There are enclosed areas for outdoor play. The setting operates from 
9am to 3pm Monday to Friday, term time only. There are six members of staff employed 
to work within the setting, five of whom are qualified to level 3. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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