Dosthill Park Pre-School  Ofeted

Playgroup it neilvee:

Dorcas Centre, off Blackwood Road, Tamworth, Staffordshire, B77 1JE

Inspection date 16 January 2015
Previous inspection date 14 July 2014

This inspection: Requires 3
The quality and standards of the improvement
early years provision Previous inspection:  Requires 3

Improvement

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Requires 3
range of children who attend improvement
The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Requires 3
of children improvement
The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Requires 3
early years provision improvement

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

B Management have not been swift enough in addressing instances of staff
underperformance. Consequently, the new assessment and planning system is not
implemented effectively enough. This means children are not always supported to make
good progress in their learning.

B Not all staff have a clear enough understanding of what children know and can do and
some adult-led activities are not planned well enough. This means children are not
always challenged to make the best possible progress.

B The educational programmes for literacy and mathematics are not planned well enough
to support children to make good progress in these areas of learning.

It has the following strengths

B Staff have worked well together to reorganise the structure of the session. As a result,
children benefit from spending time in small and large groups where they become
motivated and engrossed in activities that support their learning.

B All staff are warm and caring and place a high priority on ensuring children are
physically safe and emotionally secure. Safety within the setting is given good priority,
which ensures potential risks to children are effectively minimised.

B Effective partnerships with parents and other professionals ensure that children with
special educational needs and children who speak English as an additional language are
fully supported and included.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must:

B improve the quality of teaching by ensuring that the assessment and planning system
is effectively implemented so that all children are challenged to make consistently good
progress

B improve the education programmes for literacy so that children make good progress in
this area by, for example, providing a wider range of opportunities for children to
develop their understanding that letters represent the sounds they hear in words

B improve the education programmes for mathematics so that children make good
progress in this area by, for example, providing a wider range of opportunities for
children to develop their interest and use of numerals.

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B enhance performance management by putting effective systems in place to tackle any
instances of underperformance.

Inspection activities

B The inspector spoke to staff and observed the quality of teaching.
B The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.

B The inspector held meetings with the manager and spoke to the secretary of the
committee.

B The inspector looked at children's assessment records and planning documentation.

The inspector checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of staff working
with children and the provider's procedures for self-evaluation.

B The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day of
inspection.

Inspector
Christine Armstrong
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This requires improvement

Staff provide a broad range of activities to promote children's learning and development
across the seven areas of learning. Children become eager to take part in large and small
group activities. They learn to listen, follow instructions and control their bodies. They
learn to count and hear the sounds of letters in words, which helps to prepare them for
school. Children are not supported well enough to develop their interest in and use of
numerals. Not enough support is given to help children begin to recognise the letters that
represent the sounds they are hearing in words. The new assessment and planning
system is not implemented well by all staff. Some staff do not always find out what
children already know and can do before they plan adult-led activities. They do not always
think about how they can support children's play outdoors. They do not always ensure
suitable resources are available to support children's learning. Consequently, staff do not
always provide good levels of support and challenge for children's learning. Staff work
closely with parents so that children hear and can use their home language, which helps
to support their language development.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children
requires improvement

All staff build children's confidence and emotional well-being. They are very warm and
welcoming to children. They prepare children well for changes in routines, such as moving
into group times and moving on to school. They praise children's achievements and they
help children to learn how to manage their behaviour and consider others. As a result,
children are happy and develop strong relationships. Children enjoy being active and learn
what effect activity and healthy eating has on their bodies. Children are supported to
make choices about their play. This means children who prefer to learn outdoors are able
to do so.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision requires improvement

Management has a good understanding of their responsibility in supporting children's
health, safety, well-being and learning. Since the last inspection training has been well
focused on improving staff's teaching skills. Staff work well with parents and other
providers to support children's learning. Staff, parents and children's views are sought as
part of the process of evaluating what is working and what needs improvement. However,
the evaluation of what needs improving has not highlighted the weaknesses in the
educational programmes for literacy and mathematics. Systems for performance
management are not rigorous enough. While the manager knows staff's strengths and
weaknesses in implementing the new assessment and planning system she has not taken
enough action to address weaknesses. Therefore, not all children are supported to make
good progress in their learning. Safeguarding procedures are clear and implemented well.
Appropriate checks are made to make sure that staff are suitable to work with children.
Staff know and implement child-protection procedures swiftly and effectively.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 218132

Local authority Staffordshire
Inspection number 983925

Type of provision

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 0-5

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 65

Name of provider Dosthill Park Pre-School Playgroup Committee
Date of previous inspection 14 July 2014

Telephone number 01827 260527

Dosthill Park Pre-School Playgroup opened in 1992 and is registered on the Early Years
Register. The pre-school employs 10 members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, one at level 4 and one member of staff
holds an early years qualification at degree level. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday
during term time. Sessions are from 9am until 12noon and 1.30pm until 4pm from Monday
to Friday. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old
children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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