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. This inspection: Requires 3
The quality and standards of the improvement
early years provision _ _ _ )

Previous inspection: Satisfactory 3

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Requires
range of children who attend improvement
The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Requires 3
of children improvement
The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Requires 3
early years provision improvement

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

The quality of teaching is not of a consistently high standard. The childminder does not
always support children's communication and language skills effectively, including their
home languages.

Although the childminder works with parents, she does not share information about
children's progress to enable parents to support children's learning at home.

The childminder does not evaluate her practice well, so has not identified some areas
for development to help raise the quality of teaching.

It has the following strengths

The childminder has developed close bonds with the children. As a result, children feel
safe, secure and comfortable in her company.

Children have regular access to fresh air and exercise, which means they are able to
develop their physical skills adequately. The childminder regularly takes children on
walks around the local area and to the park to broaden their experiences.

The childminder has a suitable knowledge and understanding of safeguarding and child
protection. She has suitable knowledge regarding the procedures to follow should she
have any concerns about children in her care. The childminder ensures the premises
are safe and secure when children are present.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must:

B improve the educational programme in communication and language, to support young
children's emerging language, including acknowledging their home languages, such as
key words used at home, so children make good progress in this area.

B improve partnerships with parents and carers through the regular sharing of
information about their children's progress to enable them to support learning at home.

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B extend evaluation of practice to include the views of parents and children, to help drive
improvement so teaching is raised to a consistently good standard and improves
children's learning and development.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities in the lounge of the childminder's home.

B The inspector spoke to the childminder and the children at appropriate times during the
inspection.

B The inspector discussed with the childminder her assessment methods for the checking
children's progress, and her evaluation methods.

B The inspector sampled a range of documentation including children's records,
safeguarding procedures, accident records, registers of attendance and written risk
assessments.

Inspector
Hilary Tierney
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This requires improvement

The children do not make good progress in all areas of learning because the childminder is
not consistent in her teaching methods. The childminder does not speak to the children
often enough to help support their emerging language skills. She has not obtained key
words for children who have an additional language. This means that at times she does
not recognise whether young children are just babbling or trying to say a word in their
home language or English. Generally, young children are occupied and appear to enjoy
their time at the setting but, on occasions, activities lack challenge. The childminder
makes use of time when she collects older children from school by encouraging children to
learn about the world around them. Children are confident and develop socially as they
interact with others.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children
requires improvement

Children demonstrate the safety and security they feel when in the childminder's
company. She has a gentle approach towards the children and they are happy to go to her
for reassurance when required. The childminder recognises their individual needs, such as
when they require a drink or a rest, which supports their emotional development. The
childminder provides a welcoming environment. She ensures resources are easily
accessible for the children when they enter the home, which helps them settle quickly into
their play. However, the childminder does not always make the best use of resources to
provide good quality learning experiences for children. When children play with toys, such
as trains and shape sorters, she does not she does not talk about the colours or shapes to
help children learn new words.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision requires improvement

The childminder has a suitable understanding about her responsibilities when
childminding. She has clear procedures to ensure the premises are safe when children are
present. The childminder has developed her partnerships with parents adequately. She
shares information with them on daily about what their child has done during the day. She
has not yet shared information with them about their children's progress. This means
parents are not offered ways to help support their children's learning at home. The
childminder has worked on addressing her recommendations from her last inspection. She
records any accidents children may have when in her care and shares these entries with
parents. She keeps a detailed attendance register for all the children in her care. She has
completed some training since her last inspection, but this has not helped improve the
quality of teaching to a sufficiently high standard to help children progress. The
childminder has not completed an accurate evaluation of her practice to help her drive
improvement since her last inspection.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 100966

Local authority Gloucestershire
Inspection number 1000585

Type of provision Childminder
Registration category Childminder
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 12 February 2009

Telephone number

The childminder opened in 1999 and registered with Ofsted in 2001. She is registered on
the Early Years Register and both the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare
Register. The childminder lives with her husband close to local shops, schools, library and
parks. The main areas used for childminding are the sitting room, kitchen, dining room
and conservatory. Two bedrooms are used when children have a rest. There is an
enclosed rear garden with grass and patio areas for outdoor play. Children attend before
or after school during school term times and occasionally during holidays.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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