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Inspection date 19 January 2015

Previous inspection date 7 October 2009

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection:  Satisfactory

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B The childminder's calm and positive manner creates a purposeful atmosphere where
children are well-behaved, friendly and cooperative. This promotes children's well-
being.

B Children are very interested in the activities planned by the childminder and have lots
of choice about what to play; they are always engaged in good quality play.

B The childminder has a good understanding of how children learn and provides a wide
range of activities to help them learn indoors and outside.

B The childminder is very effective at maintaining professional documentation to
safeguard children's welfare and to build a strong partnership with parents and others.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B The childminder does not consistently track children's development to demonstrate the
rate of children's development. This hampers her ability to fully recognise and address
any changes in how children progress.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B enhance the effectiveness of assessment methods to show dates of children's
achievements and their rates of progress.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed children at play in the childminder's home and discussed with
the childminder what activities are provided outdoors.

B The inspector gathered the views of parents.

The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including policies and children's
records.

Inspector
Susan McCourt
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

The childminder knows children very well and works closely with parents to share
information about their children's abilities, interests and levels of development. She uses
this information to plan activities which children will find very interesting, so they settle
quickly to good quality play. The childminder has a good understanding of how to promote
children's communication and language skills. She chats with children about what they
have done at school and asks open questions to help them decide what they would like to
play. The childminder also encourages children to explain what they want to achieve and
how to go about it. For example, children taking part in a health project decided to make
posters about stopping smoking. The childminder tracks children's learning against
expected levels of development and it is clear that children make good progress. However,
the rate of progress is not clear, which hampers the childminder's ability to identify and
address if children are falling behind.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

The childminder is very effective in promoting children's well-being. She routinely
organises physical activities, such as walking, dancing and other exercise into the
children's day. Children enjoy taking part because the childminder explains the health
benefits and makes each activity fun. The childminder builds warm and affectionate
relationships with children and promotes their independence. This encourages children to
be confident about trying new things and persist in learning new skills. The childminder
has well-established routines and is very consistent in how she works with children to
manage their behaviour and safety. As a result, children spontaneously wash their hands
before eating, remind each other about playing safely and are very polite. Children enjoy
helping and taking responsibility, these strong independence skills prepare them well for
their future learning.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The childminder has a good understanding of how to meet the safeguarding and welfare
requirements. Her child protection policy states how she, 'will take action should she have
concerns about the welfare of a child'. This also includes children's e-safety in terms of
how she will use photographs of activities. Parents see all her policies and are aware of
her responsibilities. The childminder shares a lot of information with parents to build a
strong partnership. They meet regularly to discuss children's progress and to prepare for
the next stage in their learning. For example, deciding on specific strategies to support
children who have recently started school. The childminder involves parents in evaluating
her provision and she adapts her practice to meet families' needs. This means she can
provide highly consistent care for children.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY284225
Local authority Brighton & Hove
Inspection number 843640

Type of provision Childminder
Registration category Childminder
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 4

Number of children on roll 1

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 7 October 2009

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 2004. She lives with her husband and four children in
the Woodingdean area of Brighton and Hove. The childminder has a dog.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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