
   

 

 
 
St Anne's Pre-School   
St. Anne's RC Primary School, Chace Avenue, COVENTRY, CV3 3AD   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

13/01/2015  
06/10/2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 3   

Previous inspection: 2  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

 3 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children  3 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision  3 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision requires improvement 

  
 Children are safeguarded because the manager and her staff team are aware of their 

responsibilities in the event of a child protection concern. 
  

 There is some capacity for continuous improvement. The manager is aware of what is 
needed to improve outcomes for children and their families. 

  

 Partnerships with parents begin at the onset of care as staff spend time finding out 
about children's individual needs and their parents' wishes. Therefore, children's 
individual needs can be met. 

  

 Children's mathematical development is addressed well by staff in their play and 
routines. Children learn about size through comparing objects alongside one another. 

  

   

It is not yet good because 

 
 Children's learning is not promoted with maximum effect by staff. This is because 

teaching is inconsistent, resulting in some children not being presented with a good 
level of challenge, especially at small-group times. 

  

 Children's speaking skills and critical thinking are not maximised. Staff do not 
consistently give children time to think and give a considered response about how they 
want to respond to questions. 

  

 Children are not consistently helped to understand the consequences of their behaviour. 
Therefore, at times they do not consider the needs of themselves and others. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are: 

 scheduled at least once in every inspection cycle – the current cycle ends on 31 July 
2016 

 scheduled more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example 
where provision was previously judged inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised where we have received information that the provision is not meeting the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests children may 
not be safe 

 scheduled at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
 
  
Inspection activities 

 
The inspector observed activities in the playroom and the outside learning 
environment.  

  

 
The inspector conducted observations of the activities and evaluated the teaching 
methods with the manager.  

  

 
The inspector held meetings with the manager and spoke to staff and children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.  

  

 
The inspector looked at a selection of children's records, policies and procedures 
and a range of other documentation.  

  

 
The inspector checked evidence of suitability and qualifications of practitioners 
working with children and the provider's self-evaluation form.  

  

 
The inspector took account of the views of parents and carers spoken to on the day 
and from documentation completed by them.  

  

  

Inspector  

Hayley Lapworth 
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Full report 
 
Information about the setting 

St Anne's Pre-School was registered in 2009 and is managed by the Governing body of St 
Anne's Primary School. The pre-school is registered on the Early Years Register. The pre-
school serves the local area and is accessible to all children. It operates from a classroom 
within St Anne's Primary School in Willenhall, Coventry, and there is an enclosed area 
available for outdoor play. The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff, all of 
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. This includes the manager who 
holds Qualified Teacher Status. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, term time 
only. Sessions are from 9am until 12noon. Children attend for a variety of sessions. There 
are currently 24 children attending who are in the early years age group. The pre-school 
provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old children. It supports a 
number of children who speak English as an additional language and children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. 
 
What the setting needs to do to improve further 
 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider 
must: 
 
 raise the quality of the teaching by ensuring that all children are consistently 

provided with a good level of challenge, with specific reference to small-group 
times. 

  

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
 
 extend children's speaking skills and critical thinking by making sure that they are 

given time to think about how they want to respond to questions asked of them 
  

  

 
 monitor staff's management of behaviour throughout the pre-school to ensure 

children receive consistent messages about the consequences of their actions, 
particularly in relation to keeping themselves and others safe.  
  

  

 
Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Children are making satisfactory progress in relation to their starting points. Staff have 
suitable knowledge and understanding of the learning and development requirements. 
Children have opportunities to participate in a suitable range of adult-led and child-
initiated activities in small and large groups. However, the quality of teaching across this 
pre-school is variable. Some staff present the children with challenging experiences and 



Inspection report: St Anne's Pre-School, 13/01/2015  4 of 10 

 

 

 

 

engage them well in their learning. For example, they provide interesting resources and 
support them in making a snowman from cardboard tubes, glue and cotton wool. 
However, at small-group times some staff do not provide children with a good level of 
challenge. For example, some staff do not provide appropriate resources to support 
children's learning, they ask too many repetitive questions and do not follow the children's 
contributions to discussions. Therefore, the children become disengaged in their learning 
and this has a negative impact on the progress they make.  
 
Staff observe the children's learning and make assessments about what they know and 
can do. Children's next steps in their learning are identified and this information is then 
used to inform the following week's planning. Children's next steps are shared with their 
parents through a variety of methods. For example, parents are invited to attend three 
consultation meetings per year to speak to their child's key person about their individual 
development. Therefore, parents are well-informed and they can help to support their 
children's learning at home. 
 
Children have many opportunities to use mathematical language, numbers, shapes and 
measure in their play and routines. For example, they are encouraged to compare the size 
of two wooden rectangle blocks and discuss which one is the biggest. In another activity 
they are also encouraged to think about how many eyes they would like their snowman to 
have. Children's communication and language development is suitably promoted by staff. 
Some staff ask the children questions and wait and give them time to think and give a 
considered response. However, their learning is not consistently maximised. For example, 
some staff ask questions and do not give them time to think and respond before 
presenting them with another question. Children with English as an additional language 
and special educational needs and/or disability are suitably supported. Staff provide 
opportunities and support children in using their home language in their play and learning. 
Each morning children are encouraged to greet one another in a variety of languages, for 
example, French and Polish. Words in a variety of languages are displayed around the pre-
school room. Therefore, children and their families are valued and they are confident in 
using their home language. This practice contributes and supports children in preparation 
for school. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
Children play in a clean, safe and welcoming environment. Their emotional well-being is 
addressed well by staff. Children are effectively supported in the transition from home to 
the pre-school setting. For example, children who are less settled are comforted by 
familiar staff who sensitively respond to their needs. A gradual introduction is agreed with 
parents, in accordance with children's individual emotional needs. During this period the 
children's key person spends time with the children and their parents getting to know 
them. The key person finds out about children's individual routines, likes, dislikes and 
some information about their current stage of development. Children's well-being is 
supported as parents are provided with clear details on staff practice, through the policies 
on safety, illness and accidents. There are warm relationships between children and their 
key person and other staff. As a result, the children are happy and settled. They enjoy 
time with their peers and many thoroughly relish spending time outdoors. Children are 
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becoming independent as they make their own decisions about their preferred area of play 
and freely move between the indoors and outside. This practice supports them in 
readiness for the next stage in their lives, for example, moving to another provision or on 
to school.  
 
Overall, children's behaviour in the pre-school is generally good. This is achieved because 
some staff make the children aware of the boundaries and the consequences of their 
actions. For example, they explain to the children, when walking in the corridors they 
must not run as this may cause an accident. However, this approach to handling children's 
behaviour is not always consistently applied throughout the pre-school. For example, 
some staff simply tell the children 'no' when they present undesirable behaviour. As a 
result, children are not always given consistent messages about how to behave or keep 
themselves and others safe. 
 
Good hygiene practices are promoted. All children are encouraged to wash their hands 
after using the bathroom and prior to eating. The majority of children manage their own 
self-care needs and those who are less able are sensitively supported by staff. For 
example, staff remind them to use the bathroom and change the children's clothing if they 
do not make it to the toilet in time. Children are learning about healthy lifestyles and are 
provided with healthy snacks. For example, they are provided with fruit each day that is 
available throughout the session. Therefore, children can decide if and when they want to 
have their snack. The outdoor play area provides space for children to run, ride on small 
bikes and trikes and is used throughout the year. Children also have opportunities to be 
physically active indoors. For example, each morning they participate in a music and 
movement session to wake up their bodies. Children are beginning to learn about their 
own safety. For example, they are involved in discussions about how to keep safe in towns 
and the purpose of subways. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
The manager in the pre-school has recently been recruited and is developing relationships 
with the staff team. They have a good understanding of the requirements to safeguard 
children. Staff attend safeguarding training to ensure their knowledge is kept up-to-date, 
so that they can respond appropriately to any concerns they may have. They are aware of 
the signs and symptoms of child abuse and their responsibilities with regard to reporting 
procedures. The designated person for child protection acts upon concerns and reports 
them without delay. The pre-school's safeguarding policy includes the procedure to be 
followed in the event of an allegation made against a member of staff and is shared with 
parents. Risk assessments are undertaken and staff are well-deployed. Consequently, 
children are supervised at all times and good staff to child ratios are maintained. 
Recruitment and selection procedures ensure that all adults employed at the pre-school 
are suitable to work with children. For example, Disclosure and Barring Service checks are 
completed on all staff. 
 
There is some capacity for continuous improvement. The manager is beginning to monitor 
the educational programmes and staff's practice. As a result, children's learning needs are 



Inspection report: St Anne's Pre-School, 13/01/2015  6 of 10 

 

 

 

 

sufficiently met. The pre-school manager has made a realistic assessment of the pre-
school and is aware the quality of teaching is variable. She has begun to consider effective 
measures of sharing practice of skilled staff. Through appraisals staff are encouraged to 
consider their own learning needs and where they feel they need additional support. 
Consequently, all staff have opportunities to progress in their professional development. 
Required policies and procedures ensuring suitable management of the provision are in 
place. The pre-school have suitably addressed the recommendation raised by Ofsted at 
the last inspection. This has had a positive impact on children's safety. 
 
Some arrangements have been established to promote inclusive practice. For example, 
staff are aware of the importance of building relationships with other professionals. They 
have made some attempts to work in partnership with other providers where children 
attend more than one setting. Consequently, this helps to provide a consistent approach 
towards children's education and care. The staff team are friendly and welcoming towards 
visitors, children and their families. Parents spoken to at the inspection share that they are 
very happy with the service they receive. They say their children like spending time in the 
pre-school and they have good relationships with their children's key person. They 
especially appreciate the information staff share about their children's development and 
the progress they make. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

The provision is not giving children a good standard of early 
years education and/or there are minor breaches of the 
safeguarding and welfare requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. We re-inspect nurseries and pre-schools 
judged as requires improvement within 12 months of the date 
of inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement action. The provision is failing to give 
children an acceptable standard of early years education and/or 
is not meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be monitored and 
inspected again within six months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  There were no children present at the time of the inspection. 
The inspection judgement is that the provider continues to 
meet the requirements for registration. 

Not met  There were no children present at the time of the inspection. 
The inspection judgement is that the provider does not meet 
the requirements for registration.  

 



Inspection report: St Anne's Pre-School, 13/01/2015  8 of 10 

 

 

 

 

Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 

 
Setting details 

Unique reference number EY389074 

Local authority Coventry 

Inspection number 859163 

Type of provision  

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 24 

Number of children on roll 0 

Name of provider St. Anne's Catholic Primary School Governing 
Body 

Date of previous inspection 06/10/2009 

Telephone number 02476 302882 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making complaints 
about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would 
like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email 
enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
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and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises, which are 
usually the childminder’s own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and 
must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 
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Manchester 

M1 2WD 
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