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Battling Brook Primary School 
Frederick Avenue, Hinckley, LE10 0EX 

 

Inspection dates 16–17 December 2014 

 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Not previously inspected as an academy  

This inspection: Good 2 

Leadership and management Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Achievement of pupils Good 2 

Early years provision Good 2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school. 

 Children get a good start to school life in the 
Nursery and Reception classes. Teachers create 

exciting opportunities for children to develop their 

skills and make good progress. 

 Pupils make good progress throughout the school, 
particularly in reading, and progress in 

mathematics is improving steadily. As a result, 

standards are rising in English and mathematics. 

 Teachers make sure that lessons are interesting 
and encourage pupils to do well. They ask 

searching questions to check pupils’ 

understanding and help them build rapidly on 
what they already know. 

 Teachers have high expectations of behaviour and 

pupils respond well. They try hard in lessons and 

are polite to adults and each other in and around 
school. 

 Pupils feel safe in school because adults create a 
secure, caring atmosphere. Pupils told inspectors 

that there is always someone they could go to if 

they have a problem. 

 The headteacher and senior leaders rigorously 
check how well lessons are taught to make sure 

teaching is good and all groups of pupils are making 

consistently good progress. Any pupils in danger of 
falling behind are quickly helped to keep up.  

 Governors are very supportive of the school and 

understand how it can improve. They visit often and 

have regular meetings with senior staff to see how 
well it is doing. 

 The school’s aims, such as trying hard and 

respecting each other, support the pupils’ spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural development particularly 
well.  

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 Occasionally, some teachers do not show high 
enough expectations of what pupils can do. On 

these occasions, pupils do not make the rapid 

progress that some are capable of. 

 Progress in writing is not as rapid as in mathematics 
and reading. While the teaching of literacy skills in 

English lessons is good, pupils do not have enough 

opportunities to practise these skills in other 
subjects or to write at length. 
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Information about this inspection 

 The inspectors observed pupils’ learning in 29 lessons or parts of lessons, 11 of which were seen together 
with the headteacher or deputy headteacher. 

 Meetings were held with the headteacher and other staff, three groups of pupils and four members of the 

governing body. 

 Informal discussions were held with parents. 

 The inspectors took account of the 48 responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent View, the 

school’s own questionnaires, individual communications from parents and carers and the 44 completed 

staff questionnaires. 

 The inspectors observed the school’s work and reviewed a range of documentation, including: the school’s 
checks on its performance; its analysis and tracking of pupils’ progress; records of behaviour and safety; 

school improvement plans; records relating to classroom observations and the management of staff 

performance; safeguarding arrangements; and records of meetings of the governing body. 

 The inspectors also looked at pupils’ work, listened to pupils read and checked information on attendance. 

 

Inspection team 

Susan Hughes, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

Daniel Kilborn Additional Inspector 

Timothy Robertson Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 Battling Brook Primary School converted to become an academy school in June 2013. When its 
predecessor school, called Battling Brook Community Primary School, was last inspected by Ofsted, it was 
judged to be good. 

 The school is larger than an average-sized primary school. 

 Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage start in a part-time Nursery class. Most of these children 
move to one of the full-time Reception classes at the beginning of the year in which they are five years 

old. Children who have not attended the Nursery also join the Reception classes at this time. 

 Most pupils are White British. The proportion of pupils who speak English as an additional language is well 

below average. 

 At just under 23%, the proportion of disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs is 

much higher than average. 

 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils (those supported by the pupil premium, which is additional 

funding for pupils who are known to be eligible for free school meals or looked after by the local authority) 
is below average at just over 21%. 

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set the minimum expectations for 

pupils’ attainment and progress in reading, writing and mathematics by the end of Year 6. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Make sure all teachers show consistently high expectations of what pupils of all abilities can achieve, by 
providing work at the right level of difficulty to encourage rapid progress. 

 

 Raise standards in writing by giving pupils more opportunities to practise their literacy skills in longer 

pieces of writing and in different subjects. 
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Inspection judgements 

The leadership and management are good 

 The headteacher and senior leaders have created a very positive ethos across the school so that pupils 
behave well and are keen to succeed. They rigorously check how well lessons are being taught. They 

carefully track the progress of individuals and groups of pupils to make sure they are all achieving well. 
Support is provided for any pupils who are in danger of falling behind, and leaders regularly check that it 

is being effective. They recognise that, in some cases, individual pupils could progress faster than they 
sometimes do and are already taking steps to ensure teaching promotes rapid progress more consistently. 

 

 The headteacher has created an effective team of middle leaders who check the progress pupils make in 
particular subjects and different age groups, including the early years. The very effective system for 

checking and improving teachers’ performance is a key factor in the good teaching seen throughout the 

school. Teachers are only rewarded with pay rises if targets for pupils’ achievement are met. Good support 
from other staff and additional training courses help teachers refine their skills and achieve their targets. 

 

 The pupil premium is used well to support disadvantaged pupils. Some of this funding is used to help the 
families of disadvantaged pupils to meet the cost of school visits, to purchase items of school uniform and 

to enable pupils to attend school clubs. The rest is used to provide additional adult support for pupils on a 
one-to-one basis or in small groups as needed. 

 

 The curriculum is well planned. The subjects pupils learn are exciting and engaging. For example, Year 4 
pupils learning about the human body in their ‘Burps, Bottoms and Bile’ topic were keen to talk to the 

inspector about the leaflets they had produced about teeth. One pupil wrote to the headteacher 

requesting even healthier food in school, explaining how this affects the function of the digestive system. 
Some teachers develop literacy and numeracy skills well through the topics taught in other subjects, but 

not as effectively or frequently as they could. 

 

 The primary school sports funding is used well. It has enabled the school to join a local sports partnership 

where pupils can compete against those from other schools in a wide range of activities. This has resulted 
in more pupils taking part in competitive sports such as cross-country running, in which the school has 

been particularly successful. The funding also pays for training for teachers so that they can become more 

proficient in teaching physical education. 

 

 Staff create a caring atmosphere through promotion of the school aims. Such themes as ‘we take pride in 

each other’s achievements’ and ‘we are all of equal worth’ pervade all areas of school life. The ‘Respect 
File’ is used to record evidence of pupils fulfilling the school aims so that their contribution to school life 

can be celebrated in assembly. Pictures of inspirational people and references to the aims in all the 

corridors and classrooms make clear that the school promotes important values such as respect and 
equality of opportunity very strongly and tackles discrimination well. This all contributes to pupils’ strong 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural education. 

 

 Pupils are knowledgeable about a range of cultures and faiths. They visit different places of worship and 

discuss their similarities and differences. This prepares them well for life in modern Britain. 

 

 The school has built strong partnerships with other local schools and universities. This gives staff the 
chance to share expertise with those from other schools. It also provides opportunities for training new 
teachers and developing the skills of all adults working in the school. 

 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governors are very supportive of the school. They are proud of its strengths but also know how it needs 

to improve. Their systems for checking how well it is doing are thorough and well organised, and give a 

clear picture of the progress made. Visits are reported well and governors ask the headteacher and 
senior leaders challenging questions to hold them accountable for improving the school. 

 Governors use data well to check on the achievement of different groups of pupils. They make sure that 

the pupil premium is supporting disadvantaged pupils effectively. In order to be even more rigorous in 
checking this, they have recently appointed a governor with specific responsibility for measuring the 
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impact of the pupil premium. Similarly, another governor has a focus on the impact that the sports 
funding is having on pupils’ physical health and well-being. Governors are confident that this additional 

money is benefiting all eligible pupils. 

 Governors understand that the appraisal system is contributing to the good teaching. They make sure 

that teachers’ pay rises and promotion depend on the progress made by pupils in their class. 

 Governors make sure that the school’s arrangements for safeguarding are effective and meet national 

requirements. All staff are checked to ensure their suitability for working with children. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

Behaviour  

 The behaviour of pupils is good. They are polite in and around school and respectfully step aside or hold 
doors open for adults and other pupils. At playtimes, pupils share equipment and play happily together 

and are eager to talk to visitors about their school. Pupils who joined the school recently say that they 

were made very welcome and soon settled in. 

 

 Pupils say that behaviour is generally good. They think that the system whereby pupils lose or regain part 

of ‘golden time’ activities depending on how they behave is a good one. They say it helps remind people 
to behave well. 

 

 Behaviour in lessons is good. Pupils try hard and want to do well. Disruptions are rare and pupils take a 
mature approach to the very few pupils whose behaviour is at all challenging. One pupil told an inspector 

that those pupils ‘are on a journey to improvement’ and appreciated that they needed help with their 
behaviour. 

 

 Pupils are proud of their school and were keen to talk to inspectors about their lesson and other activities. 

They said that they learn new things every day. They show a similar pride in their work, which is usually 
neat and well presented.  

 

Safety  

 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good. Pupils told inspectors that they feel safe in 
school and attribute this to the caring teachers and other adults who look after them and keep them safe. 

 

 Pupils have a good understanding of what bullying is and the different forms it can take, including physical 

and cyber-bullying and name-calling. They say that occasionally bullying does happen, but staff quickly 
deal with it. Pupils agree that there is always someone they could go to with a problem, such as members 

of the ‘care team’. These adults oversee the well-being of pupils and support both the pupils and their 
families as required. 

 

 Pupils know how to stay safe when using the internet. They are clear about precautions to take and why 
these are necessary. They also know about safety on the road and when riding their bicycles. Visitors to 

school warn them about other issues such as ‘stranger danger’. Junior road safety officers have worked 

closely with the local community police officer. 

 

 The school has worked closely with parents to encourage good attendance and punctuality. As a result, 

attendance has improved and is now above average. 

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 Teachers and other adults build strong relationships with pupils in the classroom. They are respectful to 
each other and the pupils, who instinctively follow their example. Pupils live up to teachers’ high 

expectations of behaviour and attitudes, and they are keen to learn and do well. As a result, pupils are 
eager to answer questions and quickly settle to their work. 

 

 Teachers ask pupils questions skilfully to check their understanding and make them think hard about their 
learning. Pupils are expected to explain and justify their answers, which helps them demonstrate a deeper 
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understanding. Teachers then build on this knowledge to move pupils forward in their learning. 

 

 Lessons are lively and interesting. During the inspection Year 5 pupils watched, and then listened to, the 

soundtrack of a short recording that was used to encourage them to construct high-quality descriptions for 
use in their own writing. The most able pupils turned these into metaphors and similes, such as ‘the 

flowers dance like lost souls’, to improve the quality of their writing even more.  

 

 Additional adults in the classroom work effectively alongside teachers. They are well briefed by the class 

teachers and trained in supporting pupils’ learning. This means that their support is timely and accurate in 
helping pupils make good progress, particularly in the early years. Disabled pupils and those who have 

special educational needs are ably supported by additional adults who help them achieve well alongside 

their peers. 

 

 Disadvantaged pupils are also supported well. The well-organised help provided by additional adults 

means that they can learn in small groups or have extra time with the teacher to enable them keep up 
with other pupils in the class. 

  

 The most able pupils do well throughout the school because most teachers show high expectations of 
what they can achieve. Challenging tasks help build rapidly on what these pupils already know, so they 

can reach higher levels in their work. 

 

 Reading is taught well. Pupils develop a love of reading very early in their time in school, and are able to 
read fluently and with evident enjoyment by the time they leave. 

 

 The teaching of mathematics is good. The school has changed which mathematical skills are taught each 
year in line with national guidance and this is helping raise standards. Pupils enjoy accessing their 

mathematics homework through the internet and eagerly complete this each week, building on skills learnt 
in lessons. 

 

 While pupils are taught formal literacy skills in English lessons, they do not have enough opportunities to 
practise these skills in different subjects or in longer pieces of writing. Sometimes, pupils are given tasks 

that limit the amount they can write when the particular sheet or form only requires a brief response. 

 

 Occasionally, some teachers do not expect enough of the pupils. On these occasions, pupils have to 
complete work they can already do before reaching more challenging work that could help them make 

even better progress. 

 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 Pupils’ progress, often from very low starting points, is improving rapidly. Those currently in the school are 
achieving well and attainment is rising steadily. The progress of pupils leaving Year 6 in 2014 accelerated 

markedly in their final two years of Key Stage 2, and most made at least nationally expected progress by 
the time they left. 

 

 Year 6 standards in writing were lower than in reading and mathematics last year, and few pupils made 
really rapid progress. Even so, the results for all subjects were still broadly in line with national averages 

and this represented good achievement given pupils’ starting points.  

  

 Pupils typically start in Key Stage 1 with below-average skills, especially in English. Changes to the way 
reading and writing are taught are leading to improved standards by the end of Year 2. The results of the 

2014 national screening check on how well Year 1 pupils understand phonics (the sounds letters 
represent) were above average. During the inspection, pupils used these skills confidently and accurately 

to read and write unfamiliar words. 

 

 Pupils continue to make good progress as they move through Key Stage 1. Standards at the end of Year 2 

remained below average in 2014, but the gap between their attainment and the national average had 
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narrowed. Pupils currently in Key Stage 1 are on track to reach higher standards this year. 

 

 Pupils throughout Key Stage 2 now make good progress in reading, writing and mathematics because 

teaching is now consistently good across the key stage. School data show that this good progress has 
continued since September. Pupils are working at expected standards in Years 5 and 6 and more are on 

track to make good progress overall than did so in 2014, particularly in writing. Achievement in reading is 
also good, and in mathematics it continues to improve. 

 

 Disadvantaged pupils currently in the school are progressing at least as well as their peers. In 2014, 
disadvantaged pupils in Year 6 were behind their peers by three and a half terms in mathematics, four 

and a half terms in reading and nearly seven terms in writing. They were behind other pupils nationally by 

about four terms in mathematics and reading and over seven terms in writing, although their progress 
was much closer and matched that of other pupils nationally in reading. These gaps in attainment are not 

representative of other year groups. Gaps are narrowing because the progress of eligible pupils across the 
school is now consistently good. 

 

 The most able pupils generally make progress that is as good as other pupils. In some cases they make 

even better progress. As a result, more pupils are working at higher levels than previously. 

 

 Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs make good progress. Their needs are 

quickly identified and support provided to give them confidence to do well and succeed alongside their 
peers. 

 

The early years provision is good 

 The Nursery and Reception classes provide children with a good start to school life, where they thrive and 

make good progress. They start school with knowledge and understanding below typical levels, sometimes 
well below, and particularly in their communication and mathematical skills. Well-planned activities, both 

inside and outdoors, help develop children’s confidence and knowledge as well as specific skills and good 
behaviour. 

 

 Caring adults are sensitive to children’s individual abilities and any special educational needs. They ask 

probing questions and regularly talk to children about their learning, helping to develop their language and 
understanding. 

 

 The Nursery and Reception classes are led well. Children’s progress is rigorously tracked, and activities 
build on their interests and what they already know. Improvements to the way phonics are taught mean 

that children’s early reading skills are developing well. While the proportion of children who attained a 
good level of development in 2014 was below the national figure, it was an increase on the previous year. 

 

 Teachers communicate well with parents, who are encouraged to share children’s achievements at home 
so that they can be celebrated in school. Similarly, achievements in school are shared with parents 

through, for example, the ‘Boasting Book’. This encourages parents to talk to their children about their 

school activities. 

 

 Despite their good progress, children still start Year 1 with below-average skills and understanding. 

However, their confident and positive attitudes to learning prepare them well for tackling Key Stage 1 
work. 

 



Inspection report:  Battling Brook Primary School, 16–17 December 2014 8 of 10 

 

 

 

What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes that 

provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils 
are very well equipped for the next stage of their education, training or 

employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well for all 
its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their 

education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 

improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it is not 

inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 24 months 
from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and requires 

significant improvement but leadership and management are judged to 

be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular monitoring by 
Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is failing 

to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the school’s 
leaders, managers or governors have not demonstrated that they have 

the capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. This 

school will receive regular monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 139737 

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 453399 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
 

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 3–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 589 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Mike Bull 

Headteacher Stewart Marsden 

Date of previous school inspection Not previously inspected as an academy 

Telephone number 01455 634701 

Fax number 01455 890674 

Email address office@bbrook.leics.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, 

work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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