
   

 

 
 
The Children's Centre at Tyssen   
Oldhill Street, Hackney, London, N16 6QA   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

20/10/2014  
Not Applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 2   

Previous inspection: Not Applicable  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children  1 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision  2 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision is good 

  
 Staff provide stimulating indoor and outdoor play environments, with a variety of 

interesting activities, which encourage children to become confident and active 
learners. 

  

 Children especially enjoy the freedom to take part in physical activity outdoors. They 
have fun and acquire new skills as they make use of the different types of equipment. 

  

 Children quickly gain the self-confidence to make their own choices of activities. They 
learn to behave responsibly and to respect others. 

  

 Staff have excellent systems in place to promote children's health and safety. As a 
result, children demonstrate a strong sense of well-being. 

  

 Staff have well-established links with the children's centre and with other early years 
professionals. This enables staff to provide good support and guidance for both parents 
and children. 

  

   

It is not yet outstanding because 

 
 Staff in the pre-school and toddler rooms do not always make the most of opportunities 

at group times, to provide varied and imaginative experiences that further extend 
children's learning. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are: 

 scheduled at least once in every inspection cycle – the current cycle ends on 31 July 
2016 

 scheduled more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example 
where provision was previously judged inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised where we have received information that the provision is not meeting the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests children may 
not be safe 

 scheduled at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
The provision is also registered on the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. This report includes a judgment about compliance with the requirements of that 
register. 
  
Inspection activities 

 
The inspector observed children taking part in a variety of indoor and outdoor 
activities.  

  

 The inspector talked with staff, the manager and the school's headteacher.  
  

 The inspector took part in a joint observation with a senior member of staff.  
  

 
The inspector sampled the provision's documentation, in particular documents 
relating to children's progress and safeguarding.  

  

  

Inspector  

Jill Nugent 
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Full report 
 
Information about the setting 

The daycare provision at the children's centre at Tyssen registered in 2007. It is based in 
Tyssen Community School, which is situated in Stamford Hill, in the London Borough of 
Hackney. The provision is open every weekday from 8am until 6pm for 48 weeks of the 
year. Children have the use of three indoor playrooms and a secure outdoor area. There 
are currently 58 children in the early years age group on roll. The day care provision is in 
receipt of funding for free early education to children aged two-, three-, and four years 
old. The provision supports children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and 
those who are learning English as an additional language. A team of 19 members of staff 
work in the daycare provision, of which, two members of staff have achieved Early Years 
Professional Status and one has Qualified Teacher Status. The daycare provision is 
managed by the children's centre manager. 
 
 
What the setting needs to do to improve further 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
 
 provide more varied and imaginative learning experiences at group times, for both 

toddlers and pre-school children, to further extend their learning.  
  

  

 
Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Staff actively engage with children during their free play and provide good support 
through their interaction. Staff in the baby room are particularly effective in promoting 
learning through play. They set out a variety of interesting resources, both indoors and 
outdoors, which catches the attention of babies and encourages them to explore further. 
They interact sensitively with babies, helping them to use their different senses to learn. 
For example, babies enjoy listening to adults reading books to them and delight in 
learning new rhymes and songs. They are keen to participate in hands-on play, such as 
investigating sand or glue and pasta. They show much interest in finding out how toys 
work. As a result, babies quickly become active learners, with an open attitude to new 
experiences.  
  
Staff in the pre-school and toddler rooms provide a variety of activities that encourage 
children to move around both rooms and the outdoor area, following up on their own 
interests. Staff engage children in conversation and help them to use language in different 
ways by introducing new words and modelling sentences. Staff extend children's learning 
by encouraging them to solve problems or develop new skills. For example, staff helped 
children learn to play musical instruments and fit blocks to construct models. However, 
staff do not always make the most of opportunities at adult-led group times, to further 
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extend children in their learning. For example, by using their knowledge of how children 
learn to plan more varied and imaginative learning experiences.  
 
Staff provide a wide range of resources that encourage children to develop new physical 
skills. Babies are encouraged to move in order to access the interesting resources on offer. 
For example, babies put much effort into reaching the sand pit and then clambered into it 
to get to the sand. Pre-school children and toddlers move around the outdoor area with 
much enthusiasm. For example, they find their way up steps, down a slide or around poles 
and along a line of blocks. Staff are knowledgeable about children's individual learning 
needs. They are efficient in their use of computer tablets to make quick spontaneous 
observations during the day and assess children's learning. At present, staff are 
implementing a new system for setting targets to help move children on more effectively 
during their free play. Staff ensure that pre-school children are well supported in the 
development of skills for their future learning, particularly in the key areas of language, 
literacy and mathematics. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
Staff are exemplary in promoting children's well-being and this is a key strength of the 
provision. For example, babies show that they feel emotionally secure. They develop close 
relationships with staff and are very content. They quickly gain self-confidence and are 
happy to move away from adults to explore and then return for reassurance. They benefit 
from being able to use the outdoor area at all times, as this is especially cosy and inviting, 
despite being open to the weather. Older children play very happily and keep themselves 
busy throughout the day, exploring in the different play areas. For example, children 
excitedly bang large drums to make different sounds. They become absorbed in 
imaginative play or gather in groups to hear an adult share a story book. The children 
demonstrate that they feel safe. They have high levels of personal independence but also 
show confidence in approaching staff for assistance. They are encouraged by staff to 
assess risks for themselves, when playing on the outdoor equipment, and consequently, 
learn to keep themselves and others safe.  
 
Staff are very effective in managing children's behaviour and this results in older children 
being fully aware of the need to take turns and to share fairly. For example, children 
happily lined up behind each other to push toy trucks along a line of wooden blocks, 
waiting their turn patiently. Children respond positively to staff helping them to negotiate 
or seek out alternative resources if a dispute occurs. Children happily assist with tidying up 
and follow instructions carefully. In this way, they learn to make a positive contribution to 
the group. 
 
Staff make excellent use of lunch times to help children develop good social skills and 
learn about healthy eating. Lunches are provided by the school catering team, who 
maintain a very high standard of nutrition and health. Babies learn to be independent 
eaters and are encouraged to try different foods. Staff make sure that their lunchtimes 
remain calm and that babies have plenty of time to eat. Pre-school children and toddlers 
eat in the school dining room. This helps them to prepare for school lunchtimes and 
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teaches them to make choices from the different foods on offer. Staff enthusiastically give 
children extra salad and fresh fruit during lunch time to further encourage healthy eating.  
 
Staff have introduced an excellent system of progress checks for two-year-old children, 
known as 27-month reviews. They liaise with health workers to include an assessment of 
children's health on their written reviews, as well as their stages of development in the 
three prime areas of learning. Staff liaise with parents and other professionals, if 
necessary; in order to set targets for children and to make sure these are followed up 
effectively. All the information acquired is set out neatly on a single report template so 
that it is clear for everyone involved. These integrated checks contribute effectively to 
children's high levels of well-being and contentment. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
The centre manager is new to her role and works closely with the room leaders to 
promote a cohesive and consistent approach across the play areas. She liaises closely with 
the school's headteacher to provide continuity of care and learning for children moving 
into school. She is knowledgeable about the strengths of the daycare provision and has 
noted aspects that require further improvement. In particular, she is fully involved in the 
development of the educational programme and has taken the lead in implementing a new 
system of observational assessment. She supports staff in their professional development 
by encouraging them to attend training courses. For example, staff are at present taking 
turns to attend extra training on the developmental needs of two-year-old children. The 
manager works alongside senior staff to monitor teaching and learning. Staff now observe 
each other's teaching and this has led to an improvement in their interaction with children. 
In addition, staff monitor children's use of each play area and this has resulted in a more 
enabling environment, where children can more easily make connections in their play. 
 
There are exemplary procedures in place to ensure the safeguarding of all children. The 
management at the children's centre ensure that all staff undergo checks regarding their 
suitability. The school's site supervisor carries out regular detailed risk assessments and is 
able to respond immediately to any safety concerns. Staff are well trained in safeguarding 
issues and know what to do if they have any concerns relating to child protection. They 
are also aware of safety issues relating to the use of computers including portable tablet 
devices. They liaise closely with professionals in the children's centre when dealing with 
child protection issues. All staff are qualified first aiders and have good access at all times 
to first-aid equipment. Staff make good use of whiteboards in each room to note any 
particular care needs of individual children, for instance, when children require medication. 
In this way, they promote children's continuing health and safety effectively. 
 
Staff record children's progress on tracker sheets, and also on the computer, so that any 
particular needs can be easily seen and additional support provided when necessary. Staff 
are particularly effective in supporting children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. They have close links with other professional and work together to create very 
clear individual plans, which ensure that children's care and developmental needs are met 
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appropriately. Staff encourage all parents to become involved in their children's learning. 
The centre provides useful written information about different aspects of the provision and 
this helps parents when settling children in or transferring between rooms. Staff ask 
parents to contribute their observations to children's learning folders to help them plan 
more effectively for children's learning. Staff also encourage parents to join in special 
activities, for example, celebrations and festivals. Parents appreciate the support and 
regular feedback they receive concerning their children's development. 
 
 

The Childcare Register 

The requirements for the compulsory part of the Childcare Register are Met 

The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are Met 



Inspection report: The Children's Centre at Tyssen, 20/10/2014  7 of 10 

 

 

 

 

What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

The provision is not giving children a good standard of early 
years education and/or there are minor breaches of the 
safeguarding and welfare requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. We re-inspect nurseries and pre-schools 
judged as requires improvement within 12 months of the date 
of inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement action. The provision is failing to give 
children an acceptable standard of early years education and/or 
is not meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be monitored and 
inspected again within six months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  There were no children present at the time of the inspection. 
The inspection judgement is that the provider continues to 
meet the requirements for registration. 

Not met  There were no children present at the time of the inspection. 
The inspection judgement is that the provider does not meet 
the requirements for registration.  
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Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 

 
Setting details 

Unique reference number EY339433 

Local authority Hackney 

Inspection number 828347 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 52 

Number of children on roll 58 

Name of provider Tyssen Community Primary School Governing 
Body 

Date of previous inspection not applicable 

Telephone number 0208 806 4130 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making complaints 
about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would 
like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email 
enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
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and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises, which are 
usually the childminder’s own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and 
must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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