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Overall effectiveness

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is a school that requires improvement. It is not good because
 Pupils do not make consistently good progress
across the school, especially in writing.
 The early years teaching does not fully develop
boys’ writing skills.
 Teaching is not consistently good over time.
 Teachers do not regularly change their lessons
when necessary to help pupils make good
progress.
 The most able pupils are not consistently
stretched in their thinking.

 Apart from the headteacher, senior leaders and
subject leaders do not regularly check on the
quality of teaching and hold teachers to account for
the progress of their pupils.
 Pupils’ attention and concentration on their learning
can wander, especially when lessons do not
challenge and interest them.

The school has the following strengths
 The headteacher has a clear vision for the school.  Pupils generally behave well around the school.
He has begun to bring about improvement and is  Pupils say they feel safe in school. It works well to
fully supported by staff and the governing body.
keep them safe and secure.
 As a result of effective monitoring by the
 The provision in the Nursery for children with
headteacher, teaching is improving and there is
complex special needs is good.
some good practice in the school.
 The governing body is beginning to question
senior leaders more effectively about the quality
of teaching and pupils’ progress across the school.
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Information about this inspection
 Inspectors visited 22 lessons and observed 19 teachers. The lead inspector, the headteacher and deputy
headteacher observed two lessons together.
 Meetings were held with the headteacher, senior staff, subject leaders, members of the governing body
and a group of pupils.
 Inspectors examined a range of documents, including the school’s own judgements about the quality of
teaching and the achievement of pupils; assessments showing pupils’ progress over time; school
improvement plans; and policies and procedures regarding the safety and well-being of pupils.
 Pupils’ current and past work was examined and a number of pupils were heard reading.
 The views of 122 parent and carers who completed the Ofsted parent questionnaire were taken into
account.
 Inspectors examined 34 Ofsted questionnaires from staff that were completed during the inspection.

Inspection team
James Henry, Lead inspector

Additional inspector

Linda Rowley

Additional inspector

Kate Robertson

Additional inspector
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Full report
Information about this school
 Rickley Park Primary School converted to become an academy school in November 2012.
 When its predecessor school, also called Rickley Park Primary School, was last inspected by Ofsted in July
2011 it was judged to be good overall.
 Rickley Park is larger than the average-sized primary school.
 The large majority of pupils are White British. About one in five pupils are from a range of Black African
and Asian ethnic backgrounds.
 Just over a quarter of pupils are known to be eligible for additional funding through the pupil premium
(which provides extra funding for children in local authority care or for pupils known to be eligible for free
school meals). This is slightly above the national average.
 The proportion of pupils who are disabled or have special educational needs and are supported through
school action is below the national average. The proportion supported at school action plus or with a
statement of special educational needs is above the national average.
 The school has a nursery and two Reception classes. Children are taught in the Reception classes on a
full-time basis.
 The school has nursery provision for up to seven children with complex learning needs who attend each
morning.
 The headteacher was appointed in September 2013 and three senior teachers joined the school in
September 2014.
 There have been a significant number of new governors appointed since September 2013.
 The school meets the government’s current floor standards. These set the minimum expectations for
pupils’ attainment and progress in reading, writing and mathematics.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Improve the quality of teaching to be consistently good by ensuring that:
teachers regularly check on pupils’ learning in lessons and, where necessary, change activities to help
pupils make good progress at all times
the most able pupils are consistently challenged
teachers regularly check that pupils practise the guidance they are given in marking
teaching assistants consistently extend pupils’ thinking in activities
activities challenge and interest pupils so that they maintain their concentration and improve their
behaviour.
 Increase the rate at which pupils learn in writing across the school, especially boys and the most able, by:
ensuring pupils produce longer pieces of writing in different styles and in different subjects
extending pupils’ language skills
ensuring activities in the early years provision fully develop boys’ writing skills.
 Strengthen the role of senior and subject leaders by ensuring they consistently check on:
the progress made by different groups of pupils and use this information to hold teachers to account for
the progress of pupils they teach
the quality of teaching, and provide feedback and share the good practice that exists in the school to
help teachers improve their lessons.
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Inspection judgements
The leadership and management

require improvement

 Leadership and management require improvement because the task of improving teaching relies too
heavily on the headteacher.
 Senior leaders do not consistently check on the quality of teaching and use information measuring pupils’
progress to hold teachers to account for the progress of the pupils they teach. Consequently, teaching is
not typically good and pupils do not make consistently good progress.
 The role of subject leaders is not developed to ensure they have the skills to check on the quality of
teaching and share good ideas that would help teachers improve their lessons.
 The relatively newly appointed headteacher, supported by the governing body and the staff, has a good
understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the school. He has created a positive atmosphere in
the school where staff and pupils feel valued and involved. He has set a clear direction for the school and
is bringing about change.
 The headteacher checks on the quality of teaching rigorously and this is beginning to increase the amount
of good teaching across the school.
 The headteacher has a good understanding of the progress of different groups of pupils and past
underachievement. He has organised teachers to take smaller-sized classes to help pupils catch up in their
learning. This is beginning to work but has yet to ensure pupils make consistently good progress,
especially in writing.
 The newly appointed senior leaders have brought new energy to the leadership of the school, to support
the headteacher. They have begun to check on the quality of teaching and pupils’ progress and provide
feedback to staff. This has yet to make a full difference to improving teaching and pupils’ achievement.
 Leadership of the provision for children with complex special needs in the Nursery is good. Activities are
carefully checked to ensure they promote the development of individual children.
 Additional funding through the pupil premium is used to pay for staff to hear disadvantaged pupils read
and hire extra teachers to focus on their learning in Years 1 and 6. This is beginning to close the
achievement gap with other pupils across the school but has yet to have a clear impact by the end of Year
6.
 All pupils are taught a wide range of subjects and given an equal opportunity to learn. Activities in school
effectively help older pupils make choices and consider their futures when they move to secondary school.
For example, assemblies are well balanced and based on values such as tolerance, respect and listening to
others. This has a positive effect on pupils’ personal development. It also helps the school to promote
good relations and deal effectively with any discrimination. Pupils elect their own school council and have
visits from the local police to help them understand the importance of democracy and the law.
 Activities provided for pupils foster their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development well. Links with
the local church, residential outdoor activities and visits to places of worship such as the local synagogue
all promote pupils’ personal development.
 School involvement in local charities and events such as the Bletchley Carnival fosters good relations
within the community.
 The additional sports funding is used to develop staff expertise in teaching physical education. It is used
to pay for the school to join a local school sports partnership and enter competitions. These cover a wide
range of activities, such as football, netball, dancing and badminton. The school can show that this work
has increased the participation of different groups of pupils in sport. However, it has yet to measure fully
the difference this is making to pupils’ health and well-being.
 Procedures to ensure pupils are kept safe are effective and meet legal requirements. Adults are fully
checked before working in school. All staff have received child protection training.
 The school has received little support since converting to an academy. The headteacher is establishing
links with the local authority and other consultants who have worked with senior leaders observing some
teaching. This is at relatively early stage of development but is beginning to help the headteacher’s senior
colleagues gain an accurate picture of the quality of teaching.
 The governance of the school:
The headteacher has involved the governing body in identifying the strengths and weaknesses of the
school. Consequently, the members have accurate information about the quality of teaching over time
and the progress of different groups of pupils in reading, writing and mathematics. Governors have
undertaken a variety of training, especially about how pupils’ progress is measured compared with
other schools nationally. Governors visit classrooms regularly, accompanied by the headteacher, in
order to gain an independent view of the school. As a result, governors are now questioning the
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headteacher and senior leaders more effectively about the quality of teaching and pupil achievement.
The performance of the headteacher is managed well. There are systems to deal with any staff
underperformance and to check that any promotion or increase in salary for staff is clearly linked to
their quality of teaching.

The behaviour and safety of pupils

require improvement

Behaviour
 The behaviour of pupils requires improvement because there are occasions in lessons when pupils’
attention wanders and they do not concentrate, especially when tasks do not interest them. This can slow
the pace at which they learn.
 Pupils say that there is ‘some messing around in lessons’. There were a few instances seen by inspectors
when pupils were not fully concentrating on their learning.
 Pupils say that behaviour around the school, in the dinner hall and in the playground is mostly good and
that they enjoy school.
 Almost all the parents who completed the Ofsted questionnaire felt that the school made sure that pupils
behave well.
 Pupils are normally polite and courteous to each other and to the adults in the school.
 Staff usually manage pupils’ behaviour well and generally pupils respond positively when corrected.
Safety
 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good.
 Pupils say they feel safe in school and that there is little bullying or offensive name calling of any nature.
Pupils have confidence in staff to deal with any problems when they occur.
 Responses in the Ofsted parent questionnaire show most parents who replied think that the school deals
effectively with bullying.
 The school has good procedures to help pupils keep themselves safe. For example, when asked, pupils
had a good understanding of how to stay safe when using the internet.
 Attendance has improved and is now above the national average. This is due to the school highlighting to
pupils and parents the importance of regular attendance and introducing initiatives that reward good
attendance.

The quality of teaching

requires improvement

 The quality of teaching requires improvement because pupils’ work, school assessments and observations
in lessons show that teaching is not typically good.
 Pupils do not always understand what they are learning in reading, writing and mathematics because
tasks are not always altered to help pupils learn at a quicker rate.
 There are occasions when the most able pupils are not fully challenged, especially in writing.
 Sometimes pupils are not given enough time to complete tasks before they are asked to share their ideas
with others.
 In an effort to help pupils, including disabled pupils and those with special educational needs, teaching
assistants can undertake tasks for them and this can slow the pace at which pupils learn, especially in
developing their thinking skills.
 Not all teachers regularly check that pupils respond and practise the guidance they have been given in
marking. Some pupils’ work shows that they are making the same mistakes repeatedly when they have
been corrected earlier.
 There is some good teaching in the school and teaching is improving. This is beginning to make a
difference to the rate at which pupils learn in reading and mathematics, but less so in writing. As a result
of improvements in teaching, pupils are beginning to make better overall progress.
 Teachers know pupils well and are now using assessments more effectively to check on the progress of
different groups, including the that of the most able.
 Teachers generally plan lessons well with tasks to include different ability groups, especially pupils with
special educational needs. This helps to ensure that all pupils have an equal opportunity to learn.
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 Pupils generally respond well in question-and-answer sessions with teachers, who show good subject
knowledge in giving pupils new information and guidance to help them in their learning.
The achievement of pupils

requires improvement

 Pupils’ achievement requires improvement because they do not make consistently good progress across
the school. Progress varies between subjects. It is better overall in mathematics and reading than in
writing.
 Pupils’ work and school assessments show that different groups of pupils, including disabled pupils and
those with special educational needs and pupils from different ethnic backgrounds, make broadly
expected progress.
 The most able pupils make broadly expected progress in reading and writing but often good progress in
mathematics, as shown by the number making more-than-expected progress in mathematics in the last
academic year.
 School assessments show that progress in reading, writing and mathematics fluctuates across the school.
Pupils often make better progress in Years 2 and 6 than in other year groups. The headteacher has
recognised this and organised extra support and smaller-sized classes for pupils to help them catch up.
 Overall in the lessons observed, pupils are beginning to make better progress. For example, in a Year 5
mathematics lesson, pupils were making good progress in learning about solving problems. By the end of
the lesson they were able to explain their thinking clearly, using a range of mathematical language.
 Pupils’ work shows that some pupils, particularly boys and the most able, are using a limited range of
language and not producing longer pieces of writing.
 Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 in 2014 was below the 2013 national average in reading, writing
and mathematics, particularly in the number of pupils achieving the expected or higher levels in writing.
 This represents broadly expected progress given that the attainment of this group of pupils was below
the national average when they were at the end of Key Stage 1.
 School assessments suggest that following effective support given to pupils across Key Stage 2, those
currently in Year 6 are on track to raise attainment to a level above the 2013 national average in reading,
writing and mathematics.
 Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 in 2014 rose in reading, writing and mathematics, and was slightly
above the 2013 national average. School assessments show some pupils made good progress in view of
their attainment at the beginning of Year 1, which was broadly as expected for their age.
 The school’s Key Stage 2 national test results in 2014, when compared with the most recently available
national results, showed that the average points score (a method for measuring pupils’ attainment) for
disadvantaged pupils was approximately three points below that of all pupils nationally. It was also below
that of other pupils in the school in reading, writing and mathematics. This meant that disadvantaged
pupils left the school over two terms behind all pupils nationally and other pupils in the school in reading,
writing and mathematics. While school assessments show that the gap is closing in the different classes
across the school, this gap has not been closed when compared with results in 2013.

The early years provision









requires improvement

The early years provision requires improvement because teaching is not consistently good. There are
occasions when teachers do not fully extend children’s language and thinking skills. For example, they
do not always encourage children to answer questions fully.
Leaders in the early years area do not regularly undertake formal observations of lessons and share
good ideas that would help teachers improve.
Information about children’s progress is not consistently used by senior leaders to identify the strengths
and weaknesses of the early years teaching.
The most able children are not always fully challenged, especially in developing their language skills.
Children enter the early years with a wide range of abilities, but with attainment slightly below what is
expected in their communication and language skills. They make expected progress overall in their
learning. In 2013/14, the majority of girls achieved a good level of development by the end of
Reception Year. The boys did not achieve as well as girls, especially in developing their writing skills.
At the end of 2014, girls entered Year 1 with a much higher level of development than boys, especially
in writing. This is partly because activities in the early years do not fully engage boys in developing their
early writing skills.

Inspection report: Rickley Park Primary School, 9–10 October 2014









7 of 10

Children who have special educational needs in the main early years provision make broadly expected
progress in the different areas of learning. Staff are effective in helping these children develop their
self-confidence to try different activities and engage with other children and adults.
Safeguarding procedures meet requirements and children feel safe.
The early years classrooms and outdoor learning area are resourced well. Staff plan interesting and
enjoyable activities that encourage children to explore and learn, especially in developing their physical
skills.
Children behave and cooperate well during different activities. Relationships in the early years are good,
with children settling quickly in the morning and enjoying school.
The nursery specialist provision for children who have complex learning needs is good. There is caring
and effective one-to-one teaching, with a good range of resources to stimulate children and support
their individual development.
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What inspection judgements mean
School
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes that
provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils
are very well equipped for the next stage of their education, training or
employment.

Grade 2

Good

A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well for all
its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their
education, training or employment.

Grade 3

Requires
improvement

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it is not
inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 24 months
from the date of this inspection.

Grade 4

Inadequate

A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and requires
significant improvement but leadership and management are judged to
be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular monitoring by
Ofsted inspectors.
A school that requires special measures is one where the school is failing
to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the school’s
leaders, managers or governors have not demonstrated that they have
the capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. This
school will receive regular monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.

Inspection report: Rickley Park Primary School, 9–10 October 2014

School details
Unique reference number

138933

Local authority

Milton Keynes
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This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
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Primary
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Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair
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Date of previous school inspection
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Telephone number
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300
123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted
will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to
inspect and when and as part of the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about
schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link
on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners
of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children
and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training,
work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.
Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not
exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you
give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.
To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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