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Previous inspection:
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This inspection:

Good
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Leadership and management

Good
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Behaviour and safety of pupils

Good
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Quality of teaching

Good
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Achievement of pupils

Good

2

Early years provision

Good

2

Overall effectiveness

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is a good school.
 Governors work closely with the recently
appointed headteacher and, along with the staff,
all make an effective team committed to
improving teaching and ensuring that pupils reach
the highest standards possible.
 Governors have a good knowledge and
understanding of how well the school is doing.
They are fully involved in the school’s activities
and development.
 The rich curriculum provides pupils with a wide
range of learning activities, including visits that
greatly broaden pupils’ experiences and promote
good progress and personal development.
 Pupils are respectful of and considerate to each
other. They enjoy school and feel safe and are
cared for well.
 Pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around the school
is good. They show good attitudes to learning and
have opportunities to take on responsibilities.

 Parents are extremely supportive and are very
happy with all the school does to support and help
their children.
 Pupils of all abilities, including disabled pupils, those
who have special educational needs and those who
are learning to speak English as an additional
language make good progress.
 The provision in early years prepares children well
for their future learning in school. As a result, pupils
are happy, keen to learn and get on well with each
other.
 Teaching is consistently good. Teachers use
questioning well to challenge pupils’ thinking and
pupils are keen to respond.
 The relationship between pupils and staff are strong
and this helps to create mutual respect and is a
strength of the school.

It is not yet an outstanding school because
 In mathematics, teachers’ expectations of what
pupils can achieve are not always high enough
nor does marking always encourage pupils to
think about what they need to learn next in their
learning.
 Pupils do not have enough opportunities to
develop their mathematical skills in a wide range
of subjects.

 The school’s system for checking pupils’ progress is
not rigorous enough for all leaders to easily access.
 Pupils’ attendance is average. The school does not
work closely enough with parents to ensure that all
pupils attend school regularly throughout the year.
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Information about this inspection
 The inspector observed four teachers at work and visited eight lessons.
 Discussions were held with the headteacher, staff, pupils, parents, governors and a representative of the
local authority.
 The inspector observed break time and talked regularly with pupils as they moved around school.
 The inspector scrutinised pupils’ work and listened to pupils read.
 A wide range of the school’s documentation was observed including systems for tracking pupils’ progress,
safeguarding arrangements, a record of the school’s observations of teaching, and pupils’ work in their
books.
 The inspector took account of responses of the school’s most recent questionnaire for parents alongside
19 responses from the on-line questionnaire (Parent View) and letters from parents.
 The inspector analysed 11 questionnaires completed by staff.

Inspection team
Sue Sharkey, Lead inspector

Additional Inspector
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Full report
Information about this school
 St Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School is considerably smaller than the average-sized primary school.
 A majority of pupils are of White British heritage. A minority of pupils are from minority ethnic
backgrounds and many of these pupils speak English as an additional language.
 The proportion of pupils supported through school action is well above the national average. The
proportion of pupils supported at school action plus or with a statement of special educational needs is
below the national average.
 The proportion of pupils supported by the pupil premium is below the national average. The pupil
premium is additional government funding for those pupils who are known to be disadvantaged and those
children that are looked after by the local authority.
 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which are the minimum expectations for
pupils’ attainment and progress in English and mathematics.
 The school has an above average proportion of pupils who enter and leave the school part way through
their primary education.
 Pupils are taught in four mixed-age classes: Nursery and Reception Years with some Year 1 pupils; Year 1
with Year 2; Years 3 and 4; and Years 5 with Year 6. The number in each year group is sometimes less
than three.
 The headteacher joined the school in September 2014.
 The school offers a breakfast club and after-school club managed by the governing body.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Improve teaching to be consistently outstanding and raise achievement for all groups of pupils in
mathematics by:
raising teachers’ expectations even further of what pupils can achieve
making sure that the marking of pupils’ work consistently helps pupils know what they have to learn
next
ensuring that pupils have more opportunities to develop their mathematical skills through real-life
problem solving activities across a range of different subjects.
 Strengthen leadership and management even further by developing the school’s system for checking the
progress of pupils so that all leaders can access it more easily.
 Improve pupils’ attendance by working even more closely with parents to reinforce its importance.
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Inspection judgements
The leadership and management

are good

 The recently appointed highly enthusiastic headteacher is working closely and sensitively with a team of
committed staff who are all united in their determination to continue to improve the school.
 The headteacher has quickly established a clear view of the school’s strengths as well as development
needs. He has the determination to steer school improvement successfully.
 Leaders, including those for English and mathematics, evaluate the school’s work accurately, checking the
performance of pupils regularly. However the school’s system for recording this information is not clear
enough to enable leaders to check rigorously enough.
 Leadership of the management of teaching is good. Monitoring the quality of teaching is carried out
regularly in many different ways, including checking pupils’ books, observing lessons and evaluating pupils’
work. Teachers’ pay is linked closely to performance management and targets are challenging.
 Staff who responded to the staff questionnaire agree that the school is well led and managed.
 The local authority has a good relationship with the school and has supported it well during the change of
leadership, including working with the headteacher to check the quality of teaching.
 Staff training is closely linked to the school’s priorities as well as teachers’ performance. It has led to the
introduction of a scheme to develop pupils’ knowledge of letters and sounds. This has already had a
positive impact on pupils’ reading. Recent training has ensured that staff are well prepared for changes in
the national curriculum, not only in mathematics but also other areas of the curriculum.
 The school’s curriculum motivates pupils well and also ensures that their spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development is good, which contributes successfully to their personal well-being and good
behaviour. Pupils enjoy learning a musical instrument and taking part in concerts for their parents. They
have plenty of opportunities not only to explore their local area but also to travel further afield. Every two
years, Years 5 and 6 pupils have the opportunity to take part in residential activities. This can take them
to York to explore city life or to outdoor centres providing them with challenges and opportunities to
develop their own skills. In carrying out a wide range of different activities in different situations pupils are
developing a good understanding of how to keep themselves safe.
 The school has used its primary school sport funding to enable a coach to work alongside teachers during
lessons to develop their expertise and pupils’ skills. As a result, the number of pupils taking part in afterschool sporting activities has increased.
 The governance of the school:
Governors are very supportive of the school and monitor its work well. They meet with teachers, talk
with pupils and, for example, look at pupils’ books with staff. The governing body manages the school’s
finances well and members are fully aware of the positive effects brought about by the pupil premium,
as well as the additional primary school sports funding. They know how well the school is doing and
how pupils’ results compare with those of pupils in other schools nationally. They are very aware of the
quality of teaching, ensure that teachers’ salary awards are closely linked to the progress of pupils and
have systems in place to monitor the performance of the headteacher. They make sure that
requirements for safeguarding arrangements are met.

The behaviour and safety of pupils

are good

 The behaviour of pupils is good. Parents agree. Pupils are polite and well behaved outdoors and around
school. During lessons pupils focus well and work hard. This results in a calm and friendly learning
environment where all play and work hard together.
 Pupils enjoy school. They say they enjoy their work in lessons as well as learning new things and playing
football at lunchtime. Pupils are made to feel extremely welcome, safe and at home in school so they can
become successful learners. They have positive attitudes to learning and are very appreciative of the help
they receive from their teachers and other adults in the school.
 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good. Pupils say they feel safe in school; they feel
comfortable and know that adults are always watching carefully. Parents who responded to Parent View
agree that their children are safe in school.
 Pupils say bullying is rare but if it does occur is dealt with quickly by adults in school. They understand
about different kinds of bullying, such as name-calling and appreciate the way the school teaches them
about safety.
 Attendance is average. Although the school works closely with parents, leaders acknowledge that there is
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still more work to be done to improve pupils’ attendance.
 Pupils rise to the challenge of taking on responsibilities. Older pupils volunteer to be a buddy and help
younger pupils at break time. Others represent their year groups on the school council and some hold a
position of office, such as secretary or Chairperson. The school council helps to organise fund-raising
activities and has raised funds to improve activities at lunch time, as well as contributing to a range of
international, national and local charities.

The quality of teaching

is good

 Teaching is consistently good across the school and parents agree. Relationships between teachers,
teaching assistants and pupils are excellent. Pupils listen carefully to explanations and are usually keen to
answer questions. When they work on their own, pupils know that they must always do their best.
 As in the rest of the school, classrooms are well organised so that pupils can move around easily and have
easy access to equipment. This helps pupils to be well organised and ready for lessons and promotes
independence and a positive climate for learning.
 Teachers’ marking in English books is of good quality and pupils respond to useful prompts provided to
help them improve their work. However, this is not the case in mathematics because teachers do not
provide comments regularly to help pupils know what they have to learn next.
 Teachers plan lessons that engage and interest pupils. For example during a Years 5 and 6 lesson, the
teacher linked the current class reading book to their work on adjectives. Pupils responded well to the
teachers’ questions and rose to the challenge when they had to provide suitable adjectives. The lesson
continued with pupils using dictionaries and thesauruses for their writing activity.
 Teaching of reading, writing and mathematical skills is good. During a Years 1 and 2 mathematics lesson
pupils were looking at two-dimensional shapes. The teacher checked pupils’ knowledge of shapes before
moving onto new ones. Good use of the interactive white board enthused pupils and challenged their
thinking as the teacher showed the shapes ‘bit by bit’ until they recognised each shape. The lesson moved
on to exploring symmetry and pupils enjoyed their work.
 Pupils have many opportunities to work practically in mathematics, but they seldom have the chance to
extend the skills learnt in mathematics lessons through carrying out problem-solving activities in other
subjects.
 Pupils frequently share their ideas with others. Pupils work successfully in pairs and groups and this helps
their social and communication skills.
 Teaching assistants play a key role and are used well to support individuals and groups of pupils with
particular needs. Support for disabled pupils, those with special educational needs and pupils whose first
language is not English is good across the school. This is the reason why different groups of pupils make
good progress.

The achievement of pupils

is good

 Pupils in different groups throughout Key Stages 1 and 2 make good progress from their starting points,
including those whose first language is not English. For example, 100% of Year 6 pupils made the
expected progress in reading, writing and mathematics in the 2013 national tests. Over the last year in
other year groups in Key Stages 1 and 2, a high proportion of pupils made the expected progress with
many making above the expected progress. All parents who responded to Parent View agreed that their
children make good progress.
 The number in each year group can be very small. As a result, standards at the end of Year 6 can vary
greatly from year to year. In the 2013 national tests, attainment in reading was above average, with the
unvalidated national tests in 2014 indicating that this has been maintained. The recent national test
results also indicate that standards in writing are above average and that mathematics has continued to
improve, with 100% of pupils achieving Level 4, not only in reading and writing but also in mathematics.
This ensures pupils are well prepared for their next stage in education.
 The most able pupils make good progress, particularly in reading. In the national tests in 2013 and the
2014 unvalidated tests, the proportion of pupils achieving Level 5 was above average. Improvements in
writing have ensured that the proportion of pupils achieving Level 5 in this subject is also above average
as it is in mathematics.
 There are occasions, however, when teachers’ expectation of what pupils can achieve in mathematics is
not always high enough as fewer pupils achieved Level 5 in mathematics than in reading or writing in the
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2014 unvalidated national tests.
Disabled pupils and those with special educational needs make progress as good as other pupils. They
receive the support they need in order to succeed from teachers and other adults in the school, while their
progress is carefully monitored to check how well they are doing.
The proportion of pupils who enter and leave the school in different year groups is well above average.
These pupils are often at a very early stage of learning English. Teachers take every opportunity to
engage pupils in discussions throughout all lessons which helps them to make good progress and engage
in learning.
Regular teaching of phonics is helping to improve all pupils’ reading and writing writing skills. Over the last
two years, results in the Year 1 national phonics (matching letters to the sounds they make) screening
check show that the proportion of pupils meeting the expected standards was higher than among pupils
nationally.
During a Years 1 and 2 phonics lesson, pupils enjoyed extending their vocabulary of words with an ‘a’
sound. As pupils listened carefully and concentrated well other letters were added so that pupils could
sound and write new words which could then be included in sentences.
Pupils enjoy reading both at home and at school and many have favourite authors. They read regularly
and home-school reading diaries provide a clear communication tool for parents. Pupils are enthusiastic
readers and their love of books is developed as they move through school. When they reach Year 6, pupils
are confident and use a wide range of reading skills to bring stories to life. They use punctuation well, for
example, speech marks to add expression to words and sentences.
Pupil premium funding is used effectively to support disadvantaged pupils ensuring that they reach
standards similar to other pupils. There are too few pupils in each year group to make a judgement on the
attainment of pupils who are known to be disadvantaged compared to other pupils, but the progress they
make in English and mathematics is good. This reflects well-targeted use of funding for these pupils as
well as effective promotion of equal opportunities.
Progress is also good for pupils speaking English as an additional language. This is because of the
continual emphasis on speaking and listening in all classes. These pupils are well supported to enhance
their skills in using English.

The early years provision

is good

 Children settle quickly into the early years provision because routines are well established. During the
inspection, children had only been in school a few days but it was clear that they were happy and enjoyed
playing with other children as well as taking part in a wide range of activities.
 Children start in the Nursery and Reception class with varying levels of individual skills but, overall,
speaking and listening are usually well below what is typical for their age with a significant number of
children at the very early stages of learning to speak English.
 The early years provision is well led and managed by a team who quickly get to know children and work
closely with parents. As a result, children make progress that is at least typical for their age. Activities are
well planned and good engagement between adults and children deepens children’s learning and develops
their skills especially those relating to communication and language. This ensures Reception children are
well prepared to enter Year 1.
 Early reading is well taught in the Nursery and Reception class. Adults use different methods to
successfully promote children’s learning of sounds that letters make. Good learning is promoted both in
the classroom and the outdoor area. For example, children thoroughly enjoyed listening to the teacher
read ‘The Snail and the Whale’, following the pictures as the teacher constantly involved children in
discussion. Once outdoors, children were involved in a wide range of activities linked to the story. One boy
used a brush and water to make ‘s’ shapes to help develop his early writing skills while other children
dipped string into glue to mark out the shape of a snail in a picture.
 Opportunities to learn in the outdoor areas are well planned and adults engage with children well. There
are many opportunities for children to explore alphabet letters, however, there are few opportunities to
readily explore numbers to help develop their mathematical skills.
 Children’s activities are well recorded in their learning journey book which is shared with parents , who are
happy to support by adding, for example, photographs or children’s drawings completed at home. This
contributes well to the ongoing assessment of children’s learning.

Inspection report: St Cuthbert's Catholic Primary School, 10–11 September 2014

7 of 9

What inspection judgements mean
School
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes that
provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils
are very well equipped for the next stage of their education, training or
employment.

Grade 2

Good

A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well for all
its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their
education, training or employment.

Grade 3

Requires
improvement

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it is not
inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 24 months
from the date of this inspection.

Grade 4

Inadequate

A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and requires
significant improvement but leadership and management are judged to
be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular monitoring by
Ofsted inspectors.
A school that requires special measures is one where the school is failing
to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the school’s
leaders, managers or governors have not demonstrated that they have
the capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. This
school will receive regular monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.
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Cumbria

Inspection number
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This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Type of school

Primary

School category

Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils

3–11

Gender of pupils
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Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair

Brendan Drury

Headteacher
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Telephone number
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Fax number
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300
123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted
will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to
inspect and when and as part of the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about
schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link
on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners
of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children
and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training,
work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.
Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not
exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you
give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.
To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
Piccadilly Gate
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Manchester
M1 2WD
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Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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