
Emergency inspection school report 
 

Green Gables Montessori 
Primary School 
4 Wapping Lane, Wapping, London, E1W 2RG 
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Reason for inspection 

This unannounced emergency inspection was made at the request of the Department for 
Education to: 

 check the school's strategies for managing behaviour and ensuring the welfare, 
health and safety of pupils 

 look at the school's safeguarding and anti-bullying policies and their implementation 

 check the school's arrangements for checking and admitting visitors 

 look at the school's procedures for handling complaints.   

 

Conclusions 

The school’s policies and procedures for ensuring the welfare, health and safety of its 
pupils meet regulatory requirements. The school is a calm and purposeful place where 
pupils are happy and enjoy learning. Relationships between pupils and between pupils and 
staff are positive. Pupils’ behaviour is managed well and pupils respond promptly to 
guidance and instructions. Staff share pupils’ excitement and sense of achievement when 
they succeed in a task; pupils are both praised for their efforts and encouraged to take the 
next steps.  Pupils have a good understanding of right and wrong, and take responsibility 
for their actions. In one class, pupils were helping each other to make kaleidoscopes; they 
were confidently learning from their mistakes and sharing solutions with others, including 
their teacher.  

The school’s safeguarding policy and its implementation reflect the most recent national 
guidance. The procedures make due reference to the local children’s safeguarding board. 
All staff are trained at the appropriate levels, including the designated person for child 
protection who has completed the required higher level training. Those involved in 
appointing staff have completed appropriate training in safe recruitment. The school 
makes all the required checks on adults working with children and records these on a 
single central record. The behaviour and anti-bullying policies also reflect national 
guidelines and are fully implemented; appropriate written records are made of incidents 
and the school’s response.  

The policies for the health and safety of pupils on and off the premises include suitable risk 
assessments. The school responded promptly to an incident where a pupil operated the 
electric door release and admitted a parent to the school; a coded keypad has since been 
installed, together with a suitably protected emergency release switch. Visitors to the 
school are admitted by a member of staff who operates the coded lock. Parents and carers 
are checked by staff; visitors and contractors are required to sign in and out, and wear a 
named visitor badge during their time in the school. The school’s first aid policy is 
appropriate for the age of the pupils and there are sufficient trained staff to ensure cover 



both in school and when groups of pupils are off the premises. The required checks on the 
fire alarm, electrical and gas equipment, and other equipment are carried out on a regular 
basis. Registers are completed in accordance with requirements. 

The school’s complaints policy and procedures meet regulatory requirements and these are 
fully implemented. In dealing with complaints, the school has followed its procedures in 
responding promptly to concerns and in keeping detailed records over time. The school 
has adhered to the timescales set out in its policy and followed procedures in keeping 
those involved informed of the next steps and outcomes. 

 

Compliance with regulatory requirements  

The school meets schedule 1 of The Education (Independent School Standards) 
(England) Regulations 2010, as amended by The Education (Independent 
School Standards) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2012 (‘the independent 

school standards’) and associated requirements.  

Inspection team 

Michael Best, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

 

Information about this school 

 The school is located in Wapping in east London. It opened in September 2011. The 
school’s first inspection as a primary school took place in April 2013 when its overall 
effectiveness was judged to be good. 

 The school shares the same building as Green Gables Pre-School, which is registered 
separately with Ofsted as a childcare provider. Together, the school and pre-school 
are registered for 94 pupils. The school is registered for pupils aged between three 
and 11 years. 

 The current age range of pupils in the school is three to nine years. There are 46 in 
the school and six in the pre-school. Twenty five children are in receipt of the 
government’s nursery funding. No pupil has a statement of special educational needs 
and there are no pupils with disabilities. No pupil speaks English as an additional 
language. 

 There are three classrooms for Reception, Lower Elementary (Key Stage 1) and 
Upper Elementary (Key Stage 2). There is a ‘peaceful classroom’; a hall used for a 
range of purposes, including an after-school club; and a small eating area used for a 
breakfast club. There is a catering kitchen where a chef prepares meals and snacks 
daily. The pre-school has a large classroom with its own suite of children’s toilets. 
The school has no playground and so it uses two local parks. It also uses the local 
swimming pool.  

 The school’s aim is ‘to offer an inclusive and caring environment that values the 
uniqueness of your child, nurtures their individual needs and helps them achieve their 
potential academically through the Montessori method’. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 131198 

Inspection number 450686 

DfE registration number 211/6386 

This inspection was conducted at the request of the registration authority for independent 
schools. It was carried out under section 162A of the Education Act 2002, as amended by 

schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005. 

 

Type of school Montessori Primary 

School status Independent school 

Age range of pupils 3–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 46 

Number of part time pupils 0 

Proprietor Jackie Brierley 

Chair N/a 

Headteacher Jan Arnold 

Date of previous school inspection 30 April–2 May 2013 

Annual fees (day pupils) £7,600 to £11,100 

Telephone number 020 7488 9237 

Fax number N/a 

Email address office2@greengablesschool.com 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance 'Complaining about inspections', which is available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 

you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email 

enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use 
the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and 

when. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools 

in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main 
Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and 

inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and 

skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and 

inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, 

initial teacher training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, 

and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child 

protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the 

school must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A 

charge not exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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