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Inspection dates 7–8 May 2014 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Outstanding 1 

This inspection: Outstanding 1 

Achievement of pupils  Outstanding 1 

Quality of teaching Outstanding 1 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Outstanding 1 

Leadership and management  Outstanding 1 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is an outstanding school.  

 The headteacher and teaching staff are 
uncompromising in their continual and 
successful drive to provide outstanding 
academic and personal development for all 
pupils.  

 Pupils’ achievement is outstanding due to the 
rapid progress they make from generally 
below average starting points. By the end of 
Year 4, they reach standards that are well 
above the expectations for their age.  

 Teaching over time is outstanding. Lessons 
are extremely well planned and teaching 
meets the needs of all groups of pupils.  

 Teachers’ skilful use of questioning and their 
development of pupils’ vocabulary help all to 
learn quickly. 

 Highly skilled teaching assistants provide 
excellent support, both in and out of lessons, 
enabling those pupils who have specific 
needs to make fast progress. 

 Pupils behave extremely well in lessons and 
around school. They feel safe in school and are 
respectful towards each other and adults. 

 Parents speak highly of the school’s ability to 
keep their children safe and happy.  

 The school provides a curriculum that meets 
the needs of the pupils extremely well. It is 
highly motivating, widens pupils’ opportunities 
and enables them to learn outside the 
classroom.  

 All work is marked regularly although the 
guidance that is given is not always as helpful 
as it could be. 

 Very strong leadership and governance means 
that the school has maintained the high 
standards of teaching and achievement seen at 
the time of the previous inspection. 

 Governors are highly supportive and ambitious 
for the school. They ensure resources, 
including the pupil premium, are used well so 
that they contribute to the excellent 
achievement of the pupils. 
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Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed 11 lessons, one of which was a joint observation with the headteacher. In 
addition, the inspection team observed groups of pupils working with teaching assistants and 
listened to pupils read. 

 Inspectors talked to a range of pupils about their work and play. 

 The inspectors met with the Chair of the Governing Body, teaching staff, the deputy 
headteacher, headteacher, and a representative from the local authority. 

 The inspection team took account of 36 responses to the online questionnaire (Parent View) 
when planning the inspection, and examined staff questionnaires. The inspectors also talked 
with parents as they dropped off their children at school for a residential trip. 

 Inspectors observed the work of the school and looked at a number of documents, including the 
school’s data about pupils’ current progress. They also looked at documents relating to 
safeguarding, governance, behaviour and attendance.  

 Inspectors looked at a range of other evidence including school displays, the website, and 
evidence representing the school’s wider work and achievements beyond the classroom.  

 

Inspection team 

Lucie Stephenson, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Ann Muxworthy Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 This is a first school that is smaller than the average-sized primary school. There is a greater 
proportion of boys in school than girls. 

 The proportion of pupils eligible for support through pupil premium funding is below average. 
The pupil premium funding is additional funding for pupils who are known to be eligible for free 
school meals and those who are looked after by the local authority. 

 The proportion of pupils supported at school action is above average. The proportion supported 
at school action plus or with a statement of special educational needs is just above average. 

 Almost all pupils are of White British heritage with almost no pupils believed to speak English as 
an additional language. 

 The school provides breakfast and after-school clubs that are managed by the governing body 
and the provision in which was part in this inspection. 

 Nursery education is provided in the school. 

 The school has achieved the Basic Skills Quality Mark, Healthy School’s status and Active Mark. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Provide pupils with every opportunity to reach even higher standards of attainment by making 
sure that teachers’ marking is more focused on helping pupils to refine and improve their work 
further and that pupils have sufficient time to respond to advice and make the suggested 
improvements. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is outstanding 

 Pupils’ achievement is outstanding, both academically and personally. Their needs are identified 
early and tailored support is used highly effectively to ensure rapid progress. Consequently, their 
attainment in reading, writing and mathematics are above the expectations for their age at the 
end of Year 4. 

 Children join the school in the Nursery class with skills and knowledge that are below those 
typical for their age. They make fast progress in the Early Years Foundation Stage and are well 
prepared for their start in Year 1.  

 At the end of Key Stage 1, pupils’ attainment in reading, writing and mathematics is broadly in 
line with the national average and by the time pupils leave school at the end of Year 4, their 
attainment has risen even higher and is firmly above expectations for their age.  

 The high-quality teaching of phonics (the sounds that letters make) has a very positive impact 
on the progress pupils make in their reading. Consequently, as pupils move up through the 
school, they read widely, and to a high standard, in a range of subjects.  

 Pupils acquire knowledge rapidly because they are offered many worthwhile and varied activities 
that stimulate their interest and prompt their curiosity and exploration. The basic skills in literacy 
and numeracy are woven through these activities and have a strong presence in the Nursery and 
Reception classes. 

 Pupils known to be eligible for free school meals reach similar standards to other pupils. At the 
end of Key Stage 1 in 2013, for example, the in-school attainment gap in reading and 
mathematics was much narrower than the gap seen nationally, although it was similar to the 
national gap in writing. By the end of Year 4, all groups of pupils exceed age-related 
expectations. 

 Over time, those pupils who have been identified as having a special educational need or 
disability have notably shown outstanding progress from their starting points. The impact of 
extra support from early on, and excellent support from highly skilled teaching assistants, are 
key factors in driving this strong progress.  

 The most able pupils make excellent progress from their starting points because the work they 
are given challenges them to do their very best. By Year 4, they are achieving well above age-
related expectations. 

 A range of different subjects provide excellent opportunities to develop pupils’ literacy and 
numeracy skills to a high standard and this is evident across the school, from the Nursery to 
Year 4. 

 

The quality of teaching is outstanding 

 Teaching over time is outstanding because teachers have high expectations. Very detailed 
planning, that lead to tasks that challenge all groups, means that all pupils make rapid and 
sustained progress. 

 Highly inclusive, positive relationships and a vibrant environment, contribute to a very 
stimulating and exciting atmosphere for learning across the whole school.  

 Teaching in the Early Years Foundation Stage is highly effective in developing children’s speaking 
and listening skills. Topics are carefully chosen to interest and engage the children, increase 
their vocabulary, and extend their knowledge and understanding of the world; such well-
organised and interesting activities, coupled with superb teaching, leads to rapid progress. 

 Skilful questioning and oral feedback is a notable feature of teaching at this school and ensures 
that pupils are interested and engaged. This has a very positive impact on pupils’ achievement 
and behaviour for learning.  

 Pupils are often involved in solving problems and investigating which helps to extend their 
learning. In Year 3, for example, pupils made outstanding progress in an imaginative session 
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exploring ways to construct a sarcophagus. In the Nursery class, gift bags containing ‘surprises’ 
created much awe and wonder as the children delighted in their learning. 

 Highly-skilled teaching assistants provide top-quality support that develops pupils’ learning and 
skills, particularly in literacy and numeracy, and also supports the development of pupils’ social 
skills. This not only leads to rapid learning but also promotes pupils’ well-being. 

 Teachers diligently mark pupils’ work, making very positive comments; this builds and supports 
pupils’ confidence. However, not all comments enable pupils to achieve higher levels in their 
work and they are not always given sufficient opportunity to make further improvements to their 
work. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are outstanding 

 The behaviour of pupils is outstanding. Pupils thoroughly enjoy coming to this highly inclusive, 
caring community school, where every pupil is valued as an individual. The school is 
uncompromising in ensuring that the personal needs of the pupils are extremely well catered 
for; pupils’ welfare is at the heart of the school’s work. 

 There is a genuine love of learning. The headteacher’s motivating presence throughout the 
school, engaging with the children in their learning, has a very positive impact on the behaviour 
and exemplary attitudes of all. 

 The school has robust systems in place to promote and increase levels of attendance and 
punctuality. Consequently, attendance has improved and, in the current school year, pupils’ 
attendance is well above the national average. 

 Pupils are extremely keen to take on roles and responsibilities in school and enjoy applying and 
being interviewed for buddy positions. They wear their buddy coats with pride and enjoy helping 
others. Pupils are also proud to wear their school uniform and look smart. 

 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is outstanding. Parents are in agreement that 
this is a happy, safe school and feel proud to be members of the school community. 

 Pupils recognise the different forms of bullying. They say that bullying is extremely rare and is 
usually restricted to occasional name-calling, which is dealt with quickly and effectively by staff.  

 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is a great strength of the school. Pupils 
are extremely well mannered and supportive of one another and have a very clear 
understanding of right and wrong. The breakfast and after-school clubs well to the well-being of 
those pupils involved. 

 

The leadership and management are outstanding 

 The headteacher is passionate and whole-heartedly committed to the school and the needs of 
the pupils. He is supported extremely well by the deputy headteacher and a dedicated team of 
staff.  

 Outstanding teaching and learning are driven by a supportive leadership team who engage 
positively with all staff to move improvements forward. This continual drive for ongoing 
improvement has led to outstanding teaching and outcomes for pupils over time. 

 Middle leaders are a very committed, strong team of staff, who provide excellent support to 
senior leaders and help staff to keep standards high. 

 The excellent curriculum provides countless opportunities that enrich children’s well-being as 
well as boosting their academic achievements. A wide range of out-of-school activities supports 
the school’s continual drive for further improvement, and enhance and extend pupils’ 
opportunities. For example, pupils in Year 4 particularly look forward to their residential visit to 
‘Ford Castle’ where they learn different outdoor adventure skills. 

 School leaders and staff display a strong commitment to ensuring that all pupils receive equality 
of opportunity. The curriculum and other activities on offer are particularly effective at meeting 
pupils’ needs and interests and also serve to broaden their horizons. Consequently, pupils 
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achieve well, are extremely interested and involved in their work and no one falls behind. 

 Safeguarding procedures meet statutory requirements.  

 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural experiences are extensive and underpin their personal 
development. Strong links with the local community provide pupils with an excellent 
understanding of their locality and its history.  

 The local authority provides light-touch support to this outstanding school.  

 The pupil premium is allocated effectively to focus on the literacy, numeracy, and personal 
development of eligible pupils through a range of support activities. As a result, the progress 
made by pupils eligible for support through this funding is excellent. 

 The governance of the school: 

 The experienced governing body has a wide range of skills, which enables it to support and 
challenge the school extremely well. Governors are well trained and are very ambitious for the 
school and its pupils.  

 Governors are very effective at monitoring the school’s performance. They check data and 
undertake regular visits to the school, so they know about the quality of teaching and pupils’ 
progress.  

 The governing body manages its finances efficiently and rewards staff appropriately. They 
ensure that the pupil premium funding is used very effectively to ensure the best possible 
outcomes for pupils who are eligible for support.  
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 122198 

Local authority Northumberland 

Inspection number 443808 

 

This inspection was carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. The inspection was also 
deemed a section 5 inspection under the same Act. 

 

Type of school First 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3–9 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 200 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Barry Nelson 

Headteacher Kevin Vardy 

Date of previous school inspection 20 October 2009 

Telephone number 01670 860769 

Fax number 01670 862940 

Email address admin@ellington.northumberland.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, 

work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 
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