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Inspection dates 6–7 March 2014 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Good 2 

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school.  

 The achievement of pupils is good. By the 
end of Year 6, pupils’ progress is especially 
good in mathematics. Attainment in English 
grammar, punctuation and spelling is high. 

 The quality of teaching is good because 
pupils in all year groups are making good 
progress from their starting points. 

 Pupils who speak English as an additional 
language and those from the different 
minority ethnic groups achieve well. 

 Behaviour is good and pupils say they are 
safe in the school. Pupils are eager to 
become even more successful in their 
learning. 

 The school promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development well. Pupils 
enjoy the range of learning opportunities on 
offer at the school. 

 Parents and carers speak very highly about the 
school and say they value the personal care 
and attention that their children receive. 

 The headteacher and deputy headteacher have 
successfully ensured that the good quality of 
teaching is leading to improvements in pupils’ 
attainment. 

 Governors know the school well. They check its 
performance closely, and support senior 
leaders effectively in further improving pupils’ 
achievement. 

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 Pupils do not have sufficient opportunities to 
become more proficient in drawing inferences 
from their reading. 

 Pupils are not given enough opportunities to 
write at length in their literacy work, 
particularly in Years 1 and 2. 

 In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children 
do not always have good opportunities to 
practise their literacy skills in the outdoor 
setting. 
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Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed 23 lessons, five of which were joint observations with school leaders. In 
addition, inspectors observed parts of lessons, looked at pupils’ exercise books, listened to pupils 
read and visited assemblies. 

 Inspectors met with pupils and talked about their work. They also held meetings with staff 
including senior leaders and subject leaders, governors and a representative of the local 
authority. 

 Inspectors reviewed documentation concerned with safeguarding, the management of the 
performance of staff, records of behaviour and safety, attendance and checks on pupils’ 
attainment and progress. 

 Inspectors took account of the 70 responses of parents and carers to the online questionnaire 
(Parent View), and the 35 questionnaires completed by members of staff. 

 

Inspection team 

Howard Jones, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Maureen Coleman Additional Inspector 

Sara Moult Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 Bishop Ridley is larger than the average-sized primary school. 

 In the Early Years Foundation Stage, there is a Nursery class and two Reception classes. 

 The proportions of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds and those who speak English as an 
additional language are both above the national average. 

 The proportion of pupils receiving support from the pupil premium funding, which is the extra 
government support for pupils known to be eligible for free school meals, looked after children 
and those from service families, is below average. In this school, the funding supports pupils 
who qualify for free school meals. 

 When compared to national figures, the proportion of disabled pupils and those who have 
special educational needs supported at school action is low. The proportion of pupils at school 
action plus or who have a statement of special educational needs is below average. 

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for pupils’ attainment and progress in reading, writing and mathematics. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Increase the proportion of outstanding teaching in order to further improve pupils’ achievement 
by: 

 developing pupils’ skills of drawing inferences from their reading 

 giving pupils more opportunities to practise writing at greater length in their literacy work, 
especially in Years 1 and 2 

 providing better opportunities for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage to practise their 
early literacy skills in the outside setting. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 At the end of Year 6, pupils’ attainment is above average. In national tests, the very large 
majority of Year 6 pupils reach the levels expected for their age in both English and 
mathematics. Attainment in English grammar, punctuation and spelling is high. A good 
proportion of pupils make more than the expected progress in mathematics. 

 The most-able pupils achieve well by the end of Year 6. These pupils are especially successful in 
attaining the higher levels in mathematics because teachers are adept at providing them with 
more challenging tasks in lessons. 

 Pupils who speak English as an additional language are successful and do particularly well in 
mathematics. Pupils from different minority ethnic groups achieve well in their reading, writing 
and mathematics. Overall, both these groups of pupils do better by the end of Year 6 than 
similar groups nationally. 

 Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs make good progress. Tailored 
support provided by their class teachers, along with additional guidance from other adults, 
ensures that they become confident in their learning, and make the same good progress as their 
peers. 

 Pupils eligible for free school meals are now making progress similar to their peers across the 
school. By the end of Year 6 in 2013, they were behind their peers by approximately four 
months in reading and mathematics, but ahead by as much as five months in writing. School 
evidence shows that the attainment gaps between these and other pupils are narrowing. 

 Pupils develop both their writing and communication skills in a variety of ways. For example, 
Year 4 pupils participated in a Shakespeare project which entailed a presentation of their own 
version of Macbeth. 

 Children enter the Nursery or join the Reception classes with skills and understanding which are 
below those that are typical for their age. In the course of the Early Years Foundation Stage, 
they make good progress so they are well prepared for the next stage in their learning. 

 Younger pupils are successful in using phonics (letters and the sounds they make), and older 
pupils are confident when reading from a range of books. Pupils enjoy writing about the 
characters in the stories that they read. However, pupils’ progress in reading is not as good as in 
writing because pupils do not have sufficient opportunities to become more proficient in learning 
how to draw inferences. 

The quality of teaching is good 

 The quality of teaching over time is good because teachers have high expectations of pupils. 
Consequently, pupils are aspirational and want to do well, particularly when their work is more 
challenging. This is especially evident in the teaching of mathematics in Years 5 and 6. 

 Teachers extend pupils’ use of subject vocabulary and skills effectively. For example, in one Year 
3 English class the teacher used her strong subject knowledge to build on pupils’ previous 
learning so that pupils accurately used imperative verbs and adjectives in their writing. 

 Teachers are good at asking pupils questions to extend their learning. For instance, one teacher 
demonstrated exemplary practice in a Year 6 English lesson as she involved pupils in discussion 
to extend their knowledge and deepen their understanding of how authors develop the 
characters within their stories. 

 Teachers adapt tasks well so that pupils of different abilities make good progress in their 
learning. For instance, in a Year 2 mathematics investigation, the groups used measurement in 
different ways, and this ensured consistently good outcomes for all pupils. 

 Teachers are also good at giving explanations to improve pupils’ learning. For example, in a Year 
1 science activity, based on the story of The Enormous Turnip, the teacher demonstrated the 
different ways in which pupils could develop their writing so that they then effectively wrote 
their own explanations of how plants provide food. 
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 Additional adults support the individual needs of pupils well. Because of this, disabled pupils and 
those with special educational needs make progress that is as good as that of other pupils, as 
seen in a Year 3 English lesson where pupils developed successful strategies to use similes. 

 Teachers provide opportunities for pupils to apply their basic skills in other subjects. For 
example, in a Year 4 English lesson pupils made good use of their literacy skills to extend their 
knowledge about volcanoes and earthquakes. However, pupils are not given enough 
opportunities in literacy lessons to write at greater length, especially in Years 1 and 2. 

 In both the Nursery and Reception classes, children’s social skills are well developed and children 
are happy to talk with adults about their activities. Teachers and teaching assistants assess 
children’s learning and progress regularly. However, children do not always have effective 
opportunities to use resources to develop their literacy skills especially in the outdoor setting. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 The behaviour of pupils is good. In lessons, pupils work well together and are articulate and 
enjoy talking about their tasks. They happily apply themselves to their learning even when the 
tasks are more challenging. Behaviour in the school dining hall is equally good and pupils 
demonstrate good attitudes toward one another and behave appropriately on public occasions 
such as assemblies. 

 Pupils’ behaviour is not yet outstanding because it does not have a strong enough impact on 
their progress, particularly in reading. 

 Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage play well together. They use the range of resources 
carefully and listen well to their teachers. They are enthusiastic about their learning, and 
confident to talk to visitors and share their ideas. 

 Pupils take on a range of responsibilities across the school. Older pupils act as monitors during 
break times and help run the school’s superb library. Pupils participate keenly in the school’s 
successful handbell team, which performs at local venues including Rochester Cathedral. Pupils 
also enjoy playing in the brass band. 

 Relationships between pupils and their teachers are very positive. There is a strong sense of 
community that reflects the school’s Christian values, which are shared by both pupils and staff. 

 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good. Pupils are adamant they feel safe 
within the school and that any form of bullying is rare. Pupils say that they get along well 
together, and that discrimination is not an issue. They say that their teachers are helpful, look 
after their well-being and give them a secure understanding of how to keep safe when using the 
internet. 

 Attendance is high. The overwhelming majority of parents and carers who responded to the 
online questionnaire were of the view that their children are happy and feel safe at school. 

 

The leadership and management are good 

 The headteacher, with the good support of the deputy headteacher and governors, has brought 
about the sustained improvement in the school’s provision. As a result, the quality of teaching 
and pupils’ achievement are consistently good. There is a strong learning community of which 
pupils, and parents and carers, are proud. 

 Senior leaders check the quality of teaching to good effect to ensure that teachers’ classroom 
practice is leading to good progress by pupils. Subject leaders are effective, too, in supporting 
this process. Leaders cooperate well to ensure that pupils achieve their learning targets. 

 Leaders regularly check the progress of pupils and provide additional support for any pupils who 
are in danger of underachieving. The good linkage between pupils’ achievement and teachers’ 
performance allows senior leaders to make effective judgements about salary increases. Where 
necessary, leaders also ensure that teachers receive additional professional training. 

 Leaders promote equality of opportunity well. Support for all groups of pupils is effective, 
including those with disabilities or who have special educational needs, and also those who are 
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learning English as an additional language. These pupils make good progress from their starting 
points. Leaders do not tolerate discrimination of any kind. 

 Parents and carers speak highly of the school and say that staff listen and respond quickly to 
any concerns about their child’s learning. Assemblies are popular with parents and carers. Many 
also help by listening to pupils read. 

 The local authority provides light touch support through advice about ways of attending to the 
school’s planned improvements. The school’s work within the diocesan partnership has also been 
beneficial. Together with the good quality of teaching, and pupils’ continuing good achievement, 
this demonstrates that the school has the capacity to improve. 

 Sport plays an important role in the school. Pupils participate regularly in team sports including 
hockey, netball, cricket and football. Leaders have used the primary sports funding to provide 
expert sport coaching for staff to enable them to become more skilled in delivering physical 
education for pupils. 

 The subjects are used to extend pupils’ knowledge and understanding well. Pupils have good 
opportunities to apply their basic skills in other subjects. The school has rightly prioritised the 
improvement of reading across the school, and also the quality of learning in the outside area in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 What the school does to support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is a 
strength. For example, pupils have good opportunities to think about religious themes. In their 
artwork, they consider what inspired painters such as Van Gogh. They celebrate other cultures, 
for example in the recent French Day and in African drumming sessions. Pupils are also active in 
raising funds for charities. 

 Leaders ensure that safeguarding procedures fully meet requirements, including, for example, 
the well-devised risk assessments for educational visits. 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governors have an accurate view of the school. They ask challenging questions of school 
leaders and check on the progress of the different groups of pupils. Governors use assessment 
information effectively to compare pupils’ performance with that of other schools. They have 
undertaken a range of training to equip themselves to set targets for the headteacher and to 
check that teachers’ pay is appropriately linked to pupils’ progress. Governors have a clear 
understanding of how the primary sports funding is being used to improve provision for pupils’ 
physical education. Governors have also ensured that the gap between the attainment of 
pupils eligible for free school meals and that of other pupils is closing. They check that the 
school is using the additional funding well to support these pupils, for example to provide 
more intensive support for them. They manage the school’s finances effectively. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 134780 

Local authority Bexley 

Inspection number 431271 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 3–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 426 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Ian Miller 

Headteacher Steven Hall 

Date of previous school inspection 26–27 January 2009 

Telephone number 020 8303 4461 

Fax number 020 8301 5014 

Email address admin@bishop-ridley.bexley.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
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Manchester 

M1 2WD 
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