
   

 

 
 
  
  

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

30/01/2014  
Not Applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 3   

Previous inspection: Not Applicable  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

 3 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children  3 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision  3 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision requires improvement 

  
 The childminder successfully ensures she builds trusting relationships with children and 

this helps children form positive relationships with others including building friendships. 
  

 The childminder sometimes uses activities to promote learning successfully and children 
are encouraged to change and develop an activity creatively towards their own 
interests. 

  

 The childminder is successful in helping children build confidence and teaching them 
how to develop their independence. 

  

   

It is not yet good because 

 
 The childminder's systems for observations and assessments do not provide a clear 

picture of children's current development in order to plan for their individual needs and 
provide parents with an accurate progress check at age two years. 

  

 The educational programme for Understanding the World does not fully help children 
learn about other people and their communities.  

  

 The arrangements for monitoring and self-evaluation processes are not fully 
established, in order to help identify all key areas for improvement. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are: 

 scheduled at least once in every inspection cycle – the current cycle ends on 31 July 
2016 

 scheduled more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example 
where provision was previously judged inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised where we have received information that the provision is not meeting the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests children may 
not be safe 

 scheduled at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
The provision is also registered on the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. This report includes a judgment about compliance with the requirements of that 
register. 
  
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities undertaken by the children and childminder.  
  

 The inspector discussed practice with the childminder.  
  

 
The inspector sampled documents in relation to training, support and skills, 
safeguarding and suitability.   

  

 The inspector took account of parents' views through emails.  
  

  

Inspector  

Carolyn Hasler 
 



Inspection report:  30/01/2014  3 of 9 

 

 

 

 

Full report 
 
Information about the setting 

The childminder registered in 2013. She is registered on the Early Years Register and the 
compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. She lives with her husband and 
their children in Wendover in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. Childminding activities are 
contained to the ground and first floor of the childminder's home, where children have use 
of the living room, kitchen/diner and toilet facilities. There is a fenced garden to the rear 
of the premises for children's outdoor activities. The childminder currently has four 
children on roll, one of whom is in the early years age range. The childminder drops and 
collects children from local schools and offers an out of hours service five days a week.  
 
 
What the setting needs to do to improve further 
 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider 
must: 
 
 improve and implement systems to observe and assess children's achievements to 

provide parents with an accurate picture of children's development, including in 
the progress check at age two years, and to promote good planning for children's 
learning needs 

  

 
 develop educational programmes for understanding the world by celebrating the 

value of cultural, religious and community events and by providing children with a 
range of props to encourage their curiosity and interests in other people and their 
communities. 

  

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
 
 reflect on and evaluate the service provided, and develop a culture of continuous 

improvement by developing good knowledge and skills in current childminding 
practices to improve outcomes for children. 
  

  

 
Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Most activities are child initiated. On some occasions the childminder plans activities which 
she knows they have enjoyed previously. These enable children to broaden their 
experiences and knowledge. The childminder encourages flexible play ensuring children 
have choice. The childminder provides some interesting experiences. For example, 
children explore ice, its properties and what happens when mixed with water both hot and 
cold. They are excited and enjoy chipping pieces of ice off and releasing plastic animals. 
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Children are fully engaged and are actively learning. The activity keeps their attention for 
a long period. The childminder uses this activity to encourage a range of learning 
experiences. She makes her questioning open so that children have an opportunity of 
sharing their thoughts and ideas. Children are creative as they use the stones to make a 
'runway' for a toy aeroplane, showing that they follow their own interests and ideas. The 
childminder provides an environment which encourages children's physical development. 
They are physically active using both ground floor and upstairs spaces to play and develop 
different muscles and skills. Generally, children are developing in line with expected levels 
for their age. Although the childminder collects some information from parents and 
observes what children do, she is not using this knowledge well to identify next steps in 
learning clearly when planning specifically for individual children. This means her planning 
does not always build on what children can do already to hasten progress. She has some 
understanding of the progress check for children aged two years but is unclear as to which 
areas of learning she must assess and report. Her relationships with parents are friendly, 
however, and they are welcomed into her home. She shares information about the 
children's day, which sometimes extends to giving advice and encouragement towards 
learning at home.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
The childminder works successfully with parents and children to settle them into her 
service. She demonstrates sensitivity towards providing time and patience to make sure 
children and parents build trust and feel secure. She models good behaviour for children 
by showing them how to be gentle, kind and considerate of others. Although some 
children struggle to maintain self control when they are excited, on the whole, when 
reminded, they cooperate. They engage each other in games and share play experiences 
while learning skills, such as sharing and taking turns. The childminder has not fully 
planned how she can help children value other people, their communities, their similarities 
and differences. This means that children lack opportunities to expand their knowledge of 
the wider world, including their thoughts and feelings towards others. The childminder 
promotes safety within her home and encourages children to play with safety in mind. She 
gives children lots of reminders about how to use tools safely. This has variable results 
because children struggle to play within the boundaries of games. Overall, children's 
safety is promoted. The childminder promotes hygiene routines. She encourages children 
to gain independence. They have opportunities to practice skills such as hand washing, 
dressing and undressing and managing fastenings on their own. Children are independent 
eaters. They need little help or encouragement to eat a healthy and nutritional meal in the 
middle of the day. The childminder provides opportunities to be physically active; children 
learn to manage steps confidently, develop balance and coordination. Overall, children are 
learning to lead healthy lifestyles. The environment is welcoming to children; there are lots 
of easily accessible and attractive resources displayed within their eye level. This 
arrangement helps children be independent as learners in preparation for the move to the 
next stage of their early education. However, these are not always used to their full 
advantage to ensure children gain the most from learning opportunities. Overall, children 
are encouraged to develop emotionally. They demonstrate the skills they will need as they 



Inspection report:  30/01/2014  5 of 9 

 

 

 

 

move forward in their learning to other early years provisions, such as school.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
The childminder has been working in her role for about six months at the time of this 
inspection. She has completed initial training for her registration and shows good 
intentions to develop her knowledge and skills further. She plans to undertake workshops 
and training opportunities, such as further training in safeguarding, but so far has not 
sought advice from local authority support workers. The childminder does not hold a 
relevant qualification. However, overall, not enough emphasis is placed on reflecting on 
what has gone well and what needs further development. For example, the childminder's 
systems to ensure the learning and development requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage are met are not rigorous enough, so some requirements are not fully 
met. The childminder does not implement the progress check for children aged between 
two and three years fully, for example.  
 
The childminder understands her responsibilities towards children's well-being and safety 
and meets the safeguarding and welfare requirements. The childminder demonstrates a 
good understanding of child protection. She understands how to follow her procedure to 
safeguard children and knows how to report any concerns she may have about a child's 
welfare. She is less consistent in meeting children's learning and development needs. Her 
teaching skills are variable but on some occasions activities provide many opportunities for 
children to learn through exploratory play.  
 
Overall, partnerships with parents support children's well-being but two-way 
communications are weaker when sharing information about learning. The childminder is 
more successful when working with other early years provisions involved in children's care. 
She talks with other early years providers where children also attend, about the themes 
and projects they are providing, then offers linked activities to broaden children's learning 
experiences in these instances. This demonstrates that she works in partnership with 
other professionals.  
 
 

The Childcare Register 

The requirements for the compulsory part of the Childcare Register are Met 

The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are Met 
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What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

The provision is not giving children a good standard of early 
years education and/or there are minor breaches of the 
safeguarding and welfare requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. It will be monitored and inspected within 
twelve months of the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement action. The provision is failing to give 
children an acceptable standard of early years education and/or 
is not meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be monitored and 
inspected again within six months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider continues to meet the requirements for 
registration. 

Not met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider does not meet the requirements for 
registration.  
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Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 

 
Setting details 

Unique reference number EY463785 

Local authority Buckinghamshire 

Inspection number 931436 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 4 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection not applicable 

Telephone number  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making complaints 
about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would 
like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email 
enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
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and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises, which are 
usually the childminder’s own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and 
must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
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Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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