School report

Booker Avenue Infant School
Booker Avenue, Liverpool, Merseyside, L18 9SB

Inspection dates

14–15 January 2014
Previous inspection:

Good

2

This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Achievement of pupils

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching

Outstanding

1

Behaviour and safety of pupils

Outstanding

1

Leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Overall effectiveness

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is an outstanding school.
 From the outset, the school’s priority is to get
to know each pupil as an individual. This
enables staff to provide the necessary
provision to ensure pupils’ rapid progress and
the reduction in the number of pupils with
special educational needs.
 Children start the Early Years Foundation
Stage with broadly expected skills. They
develop into happy, confident, inquisitive
children and make outstanding progress by
Year 1.
 By Year 2, pupils consistently reach standards
that are well above those expected for their
age in reading, writing, and mathematics.
However, sometimes the most able pupils are
set tasks in mathematics which do not fully
stretch them, meaning that sometimes they
do not achieve as well as they could.
 Those pupils who receive extra support make
the same excellent progress as other pupils
and much better than their counterparts
nationally.
 Teachers provide excellent opportunities for
pupils to develop in an exciting learning
environment. The staff plan closely together
to ensure that pupils build on their prior
learning. Learning assistants provide very
effective support in lessons.

 Pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around the
school is exemplary. They are open, friendly
and welcoming to visitors. Pupils are very
interested in their lessons and feel very safe
and happy. Attendance is high.
 The headteacher provides outstanding
leadership. The staff now work together as a
highly effective team and are fully supportive
of the headteacher. The individual strengths,
interests and expertise of middle leaders are
reflected in their responsibilities.
 The governing body is confident and highly
effective in carrying out its statutory
responsibilities. Governors are passionately
committed to the school. They provide fair and
robust challenge and methodically hold the
school to account.
 Parents overwhelmingly agree that the school
provides an outstanding education for their
children.
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Information about this inspection
 The inspection team observed teaching in all classes. They saw 16 part-lessons, two of which
were jointly observed with the headteacher.
 Discussions were held with groups of pupils, members of the leadership team, the headteacher,
and two members of the governing body. The inspectors also spoke to a representative from the
local authority by telephone.
 Inspectors took account of the 45 responses to the online questionnaire (Parent View) together
with information from surveys conducted by the school. They also spoke informally to parents as
they brought their children to school.
 The responses received from 17 staff to the inspection questionnaire were taken into account.
 The inspectors listened to pupils read, spoke with them about their learning and reviewed the
work in their books.
 The inspection team reviewed a wide range of documents, including safeguarding documents,
the school improvement plan, data on pupils’ current progress, leaders’ reports following lesson
observations and the school’s records relating to behaviour, attendance and safeguarding.

Inspection team
Prydwen Elfed-Owens, Lead inspector

Additional Inspector

Christine Howard

Additional Inspector

Melvyn Hemmings

Additional Inspector
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Full report
Information about this school
 The school is a slightly larger than average sized infant school.
 It shares a campus with a junior school.
 There is currently a smaller number of pupils than average supported by the pupil premium.
The pupil premium is additional funding for those children who are known to be eligible for free
school meals, children from service families and those who are looked after by the local
authority.
 There are fewer pupils than average from minority ethnic backgrounds.
 The proportion of pupils supported at school action, school action plus or with a statement of
special educational needs is below average.
 There is a breakfast and an after-school club which is privately run. This provision is inspected
separately.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Ensure that the most able pupils are always set work that enables them to make the best
possible progress in mathematics.
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Inspection judgements
The achievement of pupils

is outstanding

 Children enter the Early Years Foundation Stage with skills broadly as expected for their age.
They settle quickly into school routines and develop into happy, confident, inquisitive children
and make outstanding progress by Year 1.
 By the end of Year 2, pupils consistently reach standards that are well above average in reading,
writing, and mathematics. Consequently, they are especially well prepared for the next stage of
education.
 Pupils’ attainment in writing is particularly high. For example, in the context of their wholeschool topic on Traditional Tales, they develop a very good understanding of story structure.
Consequently, pupils’ writing skills develop very successfully across other areas of the
curriculum.
 Pupils’ attainment in reading is well above average and they develop fluency and an enjoyment
of books. Their understanding of phonics (letters and the sounds they make) has improved
significantly over the last year and pupils are rapidly developing effective strategies to recognise
and tackle unknown words.
 Pupils’ numerical and mental arithmetic skills are outstanding. Overall, they develop into
extremely enthusiastic and able mathematicians through regular sessions in which they apply
their skills to problem solving. However, sometimes the most able pupils do not always make the
best possible progress in mathematics lessons.
 Pupils eligible for the pupil premium, including those known to be eligible for free school meals,
also make excellent progress across the school. The gap between their attainment and other
pupils in the school is closing swiftly.
 Pupils receive very effective individual support to help them to make excellent progress. The
school’s records show that the proportion of pupils requiring extra support declines as they move
through the school, as a result of the very effective support.
 Disabled pupils and those with special educational needs make progress similar to that of their
peers. In the Key Stage 1 assessments in 2013, on average these pupils made significantly
better progress than their national counterparts.
 The number of pupils reaching Level 3 in the Key Stage 1 assessments in 2013 was above the
national average, confirming that the most able pupils also make rapid progress overall, but
more so in reading and writing than in mathematics.
The quality of teaching

is outstanding

 Since the last inspection, the proportion of outstanding teaching has increased. The quality of
work in pupils’ books, the outcomes of the school’s checks and the lessons observed during the
inspection, confirm that the impact of teaching over time is outstanding.
 From the outset, the school’s priority is to get to know each pupil as an individual. Teachers
place great emphasis on meeting the needs of all pupils and clearly demonstrate the school’s
very strong commitment to equality of opportunity.
 Teachers provide excellent opportunities for pupils to learn in an exciting environment. They
plan closely together to ensure that pupils consistently build on their prior learning. Most lessons
observed were imaginative and well planned, resulting in pupils’ excellent learning. For example,
in one particular lesson, the teacher provided an exciting range of resources to motivate pupils
to investigate sounds and materials. Pupils were dressed up as policemen and builders to
encourage role play. They worked individually, in pairs or in teams as they chose, which
enhanced their learning.
 Teachers’ subject knowledge is excellent. They use a very good range of resources, including for
instance, interesting artefacts and the interactive whiteboard to make most lessons absorbing for
pupils. Teachers promote a positive attitude to learning by encouraging pupils through a very
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good balance between challenge, support and praise.
 Time is taken to involve pupils in discussions on ‘steps to success’, for example, on how to
succeed in their writing tasks. Teachers use questioning effectively to check pupils’
understanding, explain their reasoning and to develop their ideas.
 Class teachers and teaching assistants have high expectations of the pupils and work effectively
as a team. Together they ensure that progress is accurately assessed and tasks adapted
according to pupils’ needs. One example of this was that as soon as some of the most able
pupils completed their tasks using Ipads, they were swiftly set more challenging tasks. However,
sometimes the tasks set for the most able pupils in mathematics do not fully stretch them.
 Teachers mark work regularly and provide pupils with clear suggestions as how to move on to
the next step in their learning. As a result, even the youngest pupils are left in no doubt as to
how they can improve. Pupils have many opportunities to discuss their work individually or in
pairs and groups and to help each other. Such opportunities promote their social and moral
development effectively and enhance their achievement.
The behaviour and safety of pupils

are outstanding

 Pupils’ behaviour is outstanding. During the inspection, there was no disruption to learning
because pupils in lessons and around the school behaved in an exemplary way. Pupils say that
excellent behaviour is typical and school records and parents’ views confirm this. Pupils enjoy
coming to school. Relationships between pupils and adults are excellent. Pupils say, ‘Everyone is
kind in our school’. Pupils are confident and articulate. They are extremely polite and wellmannered and are very welcoming to visitors.
 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is outstanding. Pupils say that they feel very
safe and happy in the school. The parents’ questionnaires confirm this. Pupils’ high attendance is
further testament to this.
 Pupils have an excellent awareness of how to keep safe, for example, e-safety, road safety and
water safety. Pupils feel extremely well cared for by all the adults and know they can go to
anyone should they need help.
 The school has established a buddy system where Year 2 pupils care for younger pupils on the
playground. Pupils state that they like this system because it makes them feel safe and includes
them in play times. Pupils enjoy playtimes and the opportunities to play with their friends. They
are adamant there is no bullying and parents overwhelmingly agree.
 Pupils’ attitude to learning is outstanding. The whole school operates in a family atmosphere
based on mutual respect. Pupils listen to each other very well, value contributions made by their
peers and appreciate the views of others. They are fully involved in their tasks and are keen and
enthusiastic in their learning. They show enjoyment in their learning and many pupils agreed
that ‘School is always fun’. Pupils thrive on the responsibilities given to them, such as school
councillors. As a consequence, they develop excellent spiritual, moral, social and cultural
understanding.
The leadership and management

are outstanding

 The headteacher is dedicated to and succeeds in providing the best for pupils. Her knowledge of
pupils and close attention to their well-being and academic development is a key factor in the
school’s success.
 The headteacher’s and the governing body’s high expectations and accurate view of the quality
of the school’s provision, provide a clear direction and a strong focus on excellence. The school
has improved from good at the time of the previous inspection to outstanding now. The school is
well placed to continue to improve. Leaders lack complacency. For example, they recognise the
need to ensure that the most able pupils are always fully challenged to make the best possible
progress in mathematics lessons.
 The headteacher provides outstanding leadership in all aspects of school life. The school’s
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checks on the quality of teaching and pupils’ achievement inform the school’s priorities for
improvement and teachers’ progress on the pay scale. The staff are fully supportive of the
headteacher and now work together as a highly effective team.
 The headteacher has recognised the individual strengths, expertise and interests of middle
leaders and has tailored their responsibilities accordingly. Middle leaders use their particular skills
very effectively to support continuing excellence in pupils’ achievements.
 The curriculum ensures that pupils have a wide range of first-hand experiences, which
effectively stimulate their learning. Pupils’ enjoyment is further enriched by a wide a variety of
visits, visitors to the school and participation in creative and performing activities. The funding
available to promote pupils’ greater participation in sport is used well to enhance their physical
well-being.
 The school’s tracking system is exemplary. It includes relevant details of the progress made, and
the needs of and support for all different groups of pupils across the school. The school’s
support and guidance for pupils with special educational needs is very effective. This develops
these pupils’ high self-esteem and ensures they make the same excellent progress as their
peers.
 The local authority only provides light-touch support for the school, which is indicative of the
school’s success.
 The governance of the school:
- The governing body is confident and highly effective in carrying out its statutory
responsibilities. The governors have high expectations of themselves and undertake regular
training to ensure they are up to date with the skills and knowledge they require. They are
extremely proud and supportive of the school and have a thorough understanding of pupils’
progress through their review of comparative data.
- Governors are committed to the school and they provide fair and robust challenge to leaders
and methodically hold the school to account. They participate fully in checks on the school’s
performance, including reviewing the quality of teaching and learning. For example, they
check that staff meet their individual targets and that these are linked to any increases in
salary. The governing body also checks on the support given to those pupils eligible for the
pupil premium and the progress that these pupils make as a result. The governors are aware
that pupils’ participation and enjoyment in sporting activities is increasing as a result of the
opportunities provided by the Primary School Sports funding.
- Governors ensure safeguarding procedures meet requirements.
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What inspection judgements mean
School
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their
education, training or employment.

Grade 2

Good

A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage
of their education, training or employment.

Grade 3

Requires
improvement

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within
24 months from the date of this inspection.

Grade 4

Inadequate

A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and
requires significant improvement but leadership and management
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.
A school that requires special measures is one where the school is
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.
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School details
Unique reference number

104593

Local authority

Liverpool

Inspection number

433249

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Type of school

Primary

School category

Community

Age range of pupils

4–7

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

270

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair

Michelle Dutton

Headteacher

Lynne Brown

Date of previous school inspection

7 December 2010

Telephone number

0151 7241997

Fax number

0151 7245527

Email address

bookeri-ao@bookeravenue-inf.liverpool.sch.uk
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300
123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted
will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to
inspect and when and as part of the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about
schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link
on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners
of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children
and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, workbased learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.
Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not
exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you
give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.
To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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