
   

 

 
 
Little Treasures Nursery & 
Playgroup   
Morland School, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria, CA10 3AT   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

19/06/2013  
29/03/2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 2   

Previous inspection: 2  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 2 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision 2 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision is good 

  
 Children are enthusiastic, happy and confident in the setting, where they form strong 

attachments with key persons who effectively support their personal, emotional and 
social development. Consequently, children are well behaved and show respect to 
others. 

  

 Practitioners welcome other staff and parents into this well-resourced learning 
environment, where children settle well and gain independence as they move about 
freely, selecting resources and making choices in their play. 

  

 The links with the host school are exceptional and as a result, children are very well-
prepared in their move to the school, because they are very familiar with the 
environment and other teachers. 

  

   

It is not yet outstanding because 

 
 There is scope to further enhance the already good communication with parents about 

children's general development, to ensure that they are consistently clear throughout 
the academic year about how their child is progressing specifically in relation to the 
early learning goals. 

  

 Opportunities for children to further enhance their learning outside in some aspects, 
such as mathematics and literacy, have not been fully embraced. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are: 

 scheduled at least once in every inspection cycle – the current cycle ends on 31 July 
2016 

 scheduled more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example 
where provision was previously judged inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised where we have received information that the provision is not meeting the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests children may 
not be safe 

 scheduled at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
The provision is also registered on the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. This report includes a judgment about compliance with the requirements of that 
register. 
  
Inspection activities 

 
The inspector observed activities in the nursery playroom, in the outdoor play area 
and on the school field, and within the school's reception and Year 1 class.  

  

 

The inspector held meetings with the manager, a member of the management 
committee and the host school Reception and Year 1 teacher, taking their views into 
account.  

  

 
The inspector talked with children, practitioners and parents, taking their views into 
consideration.  

  

 
The inspector looked at children's assessment files, observation and work 
scrapbooks, relevant policies and procedures and practitioner files.  

  

  

Inspector  

Janice Caryl 
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Full Report 

Information about the setting 

Little Treasures Nursery and Playgroup was registered in 2005 and is on the Early Years 
Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. It is situated in 
purpose-built premises within the grounds of Morland C of E Primary School, in the village 
of Morland, Penrith, and is managed by voluntary management committee. The nursery 
serves the local area and is accessible to all children. It operates from a portakabin and 
there is a fully enclosed area available for outdoor play. 
 
 
The nursery employs three members of childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3. 
 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 12 noon 
Monday to Friday. The Wednesday session extends to 1pm for an optional lunch club. 
Children attend for a variety of sessions. There are currently 16 children attending who 
are in the early years age group. The nursery provides funded early education for three- 
and four-year-old children. The nursery is supported by the host school and the local 
authority. It is a member of the Pre-School Learning Alliance. 
 
What the setting needs to do to improve further 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
 
 enhance the already good communication about children's development by 

providing overall progress updates for parents and carers more regularly throughout 
the year, so that children's progress can be seen more clearly by parents and carers 
  

  

 
 enhance the outdoor environment by introducing more labels and numbers so that 

children benefit from a print rich environment outside as well as inside. 
  

  

 
Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Managers and practitioners have a good understanding of how children learn and develop. 
Consequently, a broad range of stimulating and exciting opportunities are planned across 
the seven areas of learning through key persons who know the children well. Assessment 
of children's starting points on entry and across transitions is secure, meaning children 
make good progress in relation to their starting points. Practitioners make good use of the 
guidance document, Development matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
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Observations are used consistently to inform planning, ensure activities provide challenge 
and are matched to meet children's individual needs. As a result, children are well-
prepared for moving on to school as they have a good range of necessary skills.  
 
Practitioners are skilled at asking children questions to promote thinking. They listen 
carefully to what children say and challenge them to think and find out more. This helps 
children develop the ability to express themselves and extend their use of new words. The 
thoughtfully planned playroom and outdoor area create enabling environments for children 
to explore, promoting independence and engagement in purposeful play. Early literacy and 
mathematical skills are promoted well through resources, accessible areas to play, and 
activities that empower children. For example, they look at books, develop their writing 
skills, count, sort and match. Labels and numbers are evident in the playroom, but there is 
scope to enhance the outdoor environment by introducing more printed labels and 
numbers so that children learn to recognise words and numbers in all areas of play. 
Practitioners are extremely good in knowing when to intervene in children's play. For 
example, children develop their social skills alongside development of their speaking and 
listening skills as they chat animatedly together, playing with wooden blocks and 
woodland animals. Practitioners observe carefully, giving children time and space to lead 
their own play. Consequently, children become autonomous and active learners, 
developing independence as they discuss and negotiate with each other. All children 
benefit from free access to outdoor play. They have opportunities to dig in the soil, where 
they learn about measuring, volume and capacity. They explore and experiment with the 
pebbles and stones, where they introduce cars, tractors and trailers for transporting. 
Children use their initiative to problem solve and experiment to see how things work. For 
example, children use the blocks to create a ramp at the bottom of the slide. They place 
the remote controlled car at the top of the slide and show great pride and delight as the 
car speeds down the slide and over the self-made ramp. Practitioners congratulate 
children on their thinking and use of initiative, motivating children to experiment and learn 
further.  
 
Parents are made to feel very welcome in the setting. They are involved in their children's 
learning through the use of mutually shared observation workbooks that contain a 
delightful range of photographs and examples of children's work. Consequently, parents 
and carers feel valued and respected and children benefit through consistency in their care 
and learning. Verbal feedback on children's development is provided daily and children's 
progress profiles are available. Two year old progress check sheets are shared with 
parents when children are between the ages of two and three years of age, meaning that 
any gaps in children's learning are identified early. However, overall progress records for 
three- and four-year-old children are only shared at the end of the last term before 
children go to school. Consequently, parents and carers are not always fully aware of their 
children's continuous progress throughout the academic year. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
Children are happy, enthusiastic learners who enjoy attending this welcoming nursery. Key 
persons have formed very strong relationships with children who demonstrate their 
attachments as they say, 'I will miss you', when talking about moving into school. 
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Practitioners work closely with parents to ensure that children's well-being is fostered 
effectively. Information regarding children's needs is shared on entry and updated if 
necessary throughout the year, keeping children safe and well-cared for. Practitioners are 
good role models and deployed successfully to ensure children are safe and secure, while 
developing their emerging independence and self-help skills. Children's emotional well-
being is nurtured well as activities and discussions about emotions help children manage 
their feelings. Children are provided with very clear rules and boundaries as they take part 
in activities and go on visits and walks. For example, children demonstrate their 
understanding of why they need to be quiet as they walk through the school, and they 
know to hold on to the knot in the tied scarf 'crocodile' when they walk to the local 
church. 
 
Children's learning about healthy eating and the need for exercise is highly effective. 
Teaching is rooted in good knowledge by practitioners who ensure that children 
understand about the effects that exercise has on their bodies. Children prepare for sports 
day by doing warm up exercises and talk about how the heart helps the blood flow 
through their bodies. Children develop their large muscles and coordination skills while 
they learn to work together, cheering each other on. Children are independent in their 
personal needs as they are reminded to go the toilet and wash hands before sitting down 
to their snack. They help themselves to apples, bananas and fruit bread. They talk about 
healthy options and provide suggestions for healthy snacks to be added to the shopping 
list. Children pour their own drinks, promoting independence, control and coordination 
through small physical movements. Children are good at managing their own risk because 
they have freedom to explore inside and outside, both in the nursery and in the host 
school. They have opportunities to play on the school playground equipment and make 
use of the wide spaces as they run and play on the field. 
 
Transitions are managed exceptionally well at the nursery. Children begin weekly visits to 
the host school after the autumn half term. These continue throughout the year, meaning 
children increase in confidence and self-assurance and become familiar with their new 
surroundings, other adults and teachers. Children demonstrate this as they confidently 
access activities in the outdoor area, and mix and play with children from the Reception 
and Year 1 class. They also get opportunities to see their older siblings in the school, 
meaning children benefit emotionally through their family connections. Teachers get to 
know the children and the families well and as a result, the move into school is seamless, 
helping children to thrive in their next stage of learning.  
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
The nominated person and practitioners have a good level of understanding with regards 
to the Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. Managers and leaders 
effectively monitor the educational programme, planning and assessment through daily 
contact and weekly meetings. This ensures that the quality of teaching is consistently kept 
at a high level, benefiting children through a highly stimulating programme that supports 
children to progress to the early learning goals. Practitioners receive regular supervision, 
and annual appraisals. Consequently, managers and practitioners are well supported and 
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their training needs are identified, benefiting children through continuous high quality care 
and learning opportunities. Specific responsibilities and training for practitioners foster a 
culture of value and respect, motivating them and meeting their individual needs.  
 
Safeguarding of children is a priority in the nursery. All practitioners are fully trained in 
first aid and child protection procedures, helping to keep children safe at all times. Annual 
risk assessments are completed appropriately and cover all aspects of the setting and 
outings, ensuring a safe environment is continuously maintained. Robust recruitment and 
vetting procedures ensure children are cared for by practitioners who are suitably qualified 
and assessed through the Disclosure and Barring Service checks. Policies and procedures 
are very comprehensive and reviewed annually, helping to ensure the safe and efficient 
management of the setting. The manager continually strives to improve aspects of the 
provision and knows clearly what the strengths and areas of development are. She works 
very closely with the committee, who know their roles and responsibilities and share their 
skills to support improvements. Parents and children are invited to contribute to the self-
evaluation of the nursery, and views, comments and opinions are actively taken on board 
by managers and practitioners. As a result, everyone feels involved, valued and respected.  
 
The nursery is fully committed to working in partnership with parents. Managers and 
practitioners value this partnership as they recognise the benefits for children and families. 
A wealth of information is displayed in the entrance, including information about the Early 
Years Foundation Stage, activities and events that are taking place and information 
regarding policies and procedures. Managers ensure parents are fully informed about 
children's ongoing development. However, there is scope to ensure that parents are kept 
better informed about their children's overall progress towards the early learning goals. 
Events take place regularly, enabling families, committee members and practitioners to 
get together and socialise. Questionnaires and comments sheets are available to enable 
parents to share their views and make suggestions. Parents speak very positively about 
the nursery stating how it is 'homely, caring, fun and a good learning environment'. Good 
liaison with other agencies mean that children are fully supported in their care and 
learning. 
 

The Childcare Register 

The requirements for the compulsory part of the Childcare Register are Met 

The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are Met 
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What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Satisfactory Satisfactory provision is performing less well than expectations 
in one or more of the key areas. It requires improvement in 
order to be good.   

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement action. The provision is failing to give 
children an acceptable standard of early years education and/or 
is not meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be inspected again 
within 12 months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider continues to meet the requirements for 
registration. 

Not met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider does not meet the requirements for 
registration.  
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Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 

 
Setting details 

Unique reference number EY304232 

Local authority Cumbria 

Inspection number 861838 

Type of provision  

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 14 

Number of children on roll 16 

Name of provider Little Treasures Nursery & Playgroup Ltd 

Date of previous inspection 29/03/2011 

Telephone number 01931 714 668 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making complaints 
about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would 
like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email 
enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
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and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises, which are 
usually the childminder’s own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and 
must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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