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Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Good 2 

This inspection: Outstanding 1 

Achievement of pupils  Outstanding 1 

Quality of teaching Outstanding 1 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Outstanding 1 

Leadership and management  Outstanding 1 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is an outstanding school. 

 St Michael’s is a friendly and inviting school 
where pupils thrive. The leadership and 
management of the school are highly 
effective and valued by most pupils and 
parents and carers. 

 From the time they enter school pupils 
consistently make rapid progress to reach 
above average standards. 

 Attainment in reading, writing and 
mathematics is above the national average 
including in Level 6 writing. The amount of 
progress pupils make is high compared to 
national averages. 

 

 Effective management of performance and 
professional development have resulted in 
outstanding teaching. This has resulted in an 
increasing number of pupils achieving Level 6 
in reading, writing and mathematics at the end 
of Year 6. 

 Pupils are extremely proud of their school and 
enjoy helping each other to learn and be 
happy. As a result, attendance is above 
average. Pupils feel safe and show a huge 
amount of respect and responsibility toward 
one another. 

 The governing body has a wide range of skills 
which it uses well to ensure that the school is 
the hub of the community and maintains 
consistently high outcomes for all pupils. 
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Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed 12 lessons of which four were jointly observed with senior leaders. In 
addition, the inspection team made short visits to a number of other lessons and listened to 
pupils read. 

 Meetings were held with the headteacher, senior leaders and managers, representatives of the 
governing body, local authority, diocese and independent advisors. The inspection team also 
took account of the 28 responses to staff questionnaires. 

 Forty responses to Parent View and feedback from parents and carers during the inspection 
were also taken into account. 

 Inspectors observed and talked with pupils during playtimes and lunchtimes and in lessons. They 
also held more formal meetings with pupils. 

 Inspectors observed the school’s work, scrutinised pupils’ work, looked at school policies 
including those on safeguarding, minutes of governing body meetings and the school’s 
monitoring and planning documents. 

 

Inspection team 

Narinder Dohel, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Peter Thrussell Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 St Michael’s East Wickham Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School is an average 
sized primary school. 

 Most pupils are from a White British background. 

 Approximately 10% of pupils currently in the school are eligible for funding through the pupil 
premium (additional government funding for pupils known to be eligible for free school meals, 
children who are looked after by the local authority and the children of service families). This 
includes three looked after children. There are no pupils from service families. 

 The proportion of disabled pupils and those with special educational needs supported through 
school action is below average and the proportion supported through school action plus and 
those with a statement of special educational needs is above average. 

 The school is part of a partnership of 10 Anglican schools. 

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for pupils’ attainment and progress. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Refine the use of information on achievement and establish developments in marking so that 
standards continue to rise even further.  
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is outstanding 

 Pupils achieve exceptionally well in English and Mathematics. 

 By the time pupils leave school, attainment in reading, writing and mathematics is consistently 
above the national average. They also make progress that is significantly higher than the 
national average in these subjects.  

 Children join the school in the Reception class with levels of skills and knowledge in line with 
expectations for their age. Children make excellent progress in all areas of their learning and 
development. Progress continues to accelerate in reading, writing and mathematics so that by 
the time pupils reach the end of Key Stage 1, attainment in these areas is typically above the 
national average, particularly at the higher levels in reading, writing and mathematics. 

 Almost all pupils make rapid progress as they move through the school. 

 Pupils with learning difficulties receive excellent support from skilled and committed support staff 
as well as from teachers. Consequently, disabled pupils and those who have special educational 
needs make very good progress. 

 The average points score for those eligible for the pupil premium is at least as strong and in 
some cases greater than that of their peers in reading, writing and mathematics across the 
school. It is significantly above the national average in English and mathematics by the end of 
Key Stage 2.  

 The teaching of phonics (the blending and segmenting of the sounds that letters make) is taught 
exceptionally well and contributes to the high outcomes in the Year 1 checks, pupils’ confidence 
and high standards in reading and writing. 

 The outstanding quality of learning and progress made was seen in lessons observed during the 
inspection, as well as in the school’s record of information on pupils’ learning. For example, in a 
lesson about shape and number for younger pupils, the teacher skillfully used drama, description 
and creative resources to capture pupils’ enthusiasm and imagination so that they were able to 
gain new learning and demonstrate and apply what they had learned.  

 Teachers track, report and discuss their checks on pupils’ progress and attainment well. Leaders 
are now looking to ensure that their information on achievement is detailed enough to ensure 
that standards continue to rise even further and more pupils attain at the highest levels in 
reading and mathematics as well as writing. 

 The vast majority of parents and carers who responded to ‘Parent View’ agree that their children 
make good progress and are taught well at the school. 

 

The quality of teaching is outstanding 

 Teaching over time is typically outstanding and as a result pupils make rapid gains in their 
learning. This is because all teachers know the needs and abilities of pupils well. They have high 
expectations of all pupils and a secure understanding of the subjects and topics they are 
teaching. 

 Teachers are ambitious for their pupils and plan lessons that create excitement for learning and 
provide opportunities for using what they have learned to solve problems. For example, some 
younger pupils were asked to smell, taste, feel and observe spaghetti to generate descriptive 
language. In another lesson pupils were expected to show the methods of calculation used to 
solve problems of multiple addition and subtraction. 

 Teachers make the aim of the lesson, and how to achieve it, clear. Teachers display and 
consistently refer back to these learning objectives and success criteria. This, coupled with 
attractive and stimulating displays  enables pupils to check their achievements and make gains 
in their learning. It also helps teachers to notice any difficulties pupils may be having, so that 
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they can support, correct and extend pupils’ learning.  

 Adults provide pupils with careful guidance on how to improve their work. An excellent example 
of this was seen in a Year 6 literacy lesson where pupils were asked to use their senses to 
improve their descriptive writing. Every conversation with a pupil helped develop their skills and 
understanding.  

 Support by adults both inside and outside the classroom is particularly effective in developing 
pupils’ reading and comprehension skills. Where adults work with smaller groups the work and 
teaching strategies used are changed to best meet the needs of the pupils. 

 Typically teachers’ marking provides helpful comments showing pupils how well they have done 
and giving examples or next steps in how to proceed. The school is developing a system to 
further improve feedback and the time allowed for pupils to reflect on their learning and respond 
to marking. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are outstanding 

 Behaviour in lessons and around the school is excellent. Pupils are extremely helpful and 
welcoming to visitors and each other. They get on very well with each other and show great 
respect for one another. They use their own judgement in knowing how and when to help 
others, and when to seek the help of adults. 

 Pupils take part in learning with enthusiasm and are quick to help each other in their work. This 
is typical across the school from the youngest pupils to the oldest both inside and outside of the 
classroom. Their social and emotional skills are highly developed. 

 Pupils play and learn together in a very positive and happy atmosphere. The established 
Christian values of the school are embodied in pupils’ everyday behaviour resulting in a 
developed awareness of thoughtful behaviour. This ensures that there is no form of 
discrimination shown by the pupils. 

 Pupils say they feel safe, well cared for and ‘are treated as individuals’. They are well informed 
and very knowledgeable about different types of bullying and keeping themselves and others 
safe in and out of school. They are especially well informed about e-safety and cyber bullying. 
School records show that there have been extremely few instances of bullying.  

 Parents and carers are overwhelmingly positive that their children are well looked after and feel 
safe. They say that ‘all the staff in the school including the kitchen staff know all of the children’. 

 Attendance is above average and there are no children who regularly miss school. 

 

The leadership and management are outstanding 

 Outstanding leadership is demonstrated through the ambitious drive and determination of the 
headteacher and senior leaders. They strive for excellence in pupils’ academic, social, moral, 
cultural and spiritual development. As a result, pupils at St Michael’s make outstanding progress 
to attain at the higher levels and attainment has been consistently above the national average 
for several years. 

 Leaders and managers, including governors, communicate a consistent drive for the highest 
outcomes. Because of this, staff are highly motivated, work closely as a strong team and are 
well supported in developing their own skills and expertise through regular discussions and 
feedback about their work. 

 There are robust systems in place for the management of teachers’ performance. Objectives are 
linked directly to the standards that pupils achieve and this has resulted in improving the quality 
of teaching, maintaining high standards and providing effective professional development.  

 The school’s development plans and self-evaluation of its work are accurate, focused and 
supported by detailed action plans. Staff and governors work together to produce, review and 
evaluate these.  
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 Systems for checking pupils’ progress are well established and help direct the support and 
resources that pupils need to make gains in their learning and ensure there is strong equality of 
opportunity. Senior leaders are looking to secure further refinements in how this information is 
explained and used to help the school to continue reaching high standards. 

 The way in which subjects are organised makes an exceptionally strong contribution to pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Pupils are excited and enthused by 
opportunities to experience residential trips to outdoor activity centres, play musical instruments, 
enter sports competitions and learn about different faiths and cultures from visitors.  

 The school receives light-touch support from the local authority and diocese. The school benefits 
from the professional development planned within its strong partnership of Anglican schools. 
The headteacher and governors also commission a range of professionals to review aspects of 
its work. 

 The school meets all statutory safeguarding requirements. 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governors work in close partnership with the headteacher. They use their skills and experience 
to inform and impact on the direction and work of the school and are continuously looking for 
ways to maximise impact on outcomes, such as the development of the outdoors and Early 
Years environments. They play a rigorous role in managing the performance of the 
headteacher. They understand about the management of teachers’ performance and how it 
must be used to improve the quality of teaching and how it is linked to any pay awards or 
addressing underperformance. This has resulted in consistently outstanding achievement. 
Regular and detailed discussion about the performance of pupils and the quality of teaching 
takes place and is supported by the headteacher’s report to governors. Governors are aware 
of the pupils that are eligible for pupil premium funding and that any additional funding is 
spent on building teaching resources for their benefit. They know that this has resulted in 
these pupils achieving at least as well as their peers in school and higher than their peers 
nationally. Governors visit the school regularly. They meet with the headteacher, speak with 
pupils and lead collective worship. They have a close working relationship with staff, a good 
understanding of the work of the school, of pupils’ performance and of the school’s finances. 
Governors also undertake and seek training opportunities that help them to support the school 
strategically and to ask challenging questions about performance. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

 



Inspection report: St Michael’s East Wickham Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School, 18–19 April 

2013 

8 of 9 

 

 

School details 

Unique reference number 101475 

Local authority Bexley 

Inspection number 402852 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 4–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 207 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Mr Tony Lay 

Headteacher Mr Richard Varney 

Date of previous school inspection 3 July 2008 

Telephone number 020 8303 3287 

Fax number 020 8298 7358  

Email address admin@st-michaels.bexley.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 
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