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Inspection dates 5–6 June 2013  
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Good 2 

This inspection: Requires improvement 3 

Achievement of pupils  Requires improvement 3 

Quality of teaching Requires improvement 3 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a school that requires improvement. It is not good because 

 There is not enough good teaching and 
teaching is not yet good in all subjects. 
Students do not always have sufficient 
opportunities to find things out for 
themselves and are not always given work 
which helps them to make the progress they 
should. 

 Achievement varies too much. It is not yet 
consistently good across all subjects and 
particularly in English. 

 The presentation and content of students’ 
written work is weak in a number of subjects. 

 Students do not always know how they can 
improve their work. 

 In some lessons, teachers do not implement 
their plans to provide additional help to 
students who are making too little progress.  

 

The school has the following strengths 

 The school’s senior and subject leaders and 
the governing body have acted decisively so 
that teaching is improving strongly. They 
have involved all staff in improving teaching 
and achievement.  

 The headteacher has maintained staff and 
students’ morale, despite the major rebuilding 
programme and the actions needed to 
improve teaching.  

 Achievement is good in some subjects, 
including science, modern languages and 
design and technology. 

 Students’ behaviour is good. Students are 
courteous and friendly. 

 Students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is very strong because the school 
promotes this very well. 

 Students say that they feel safe because the 
school takes good care of them. 
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Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed 40 lessons of which a number were joint observations with senior staff.  

 Inspectors examined information on students’ performance for the school year 2011/12 and 
detailed information provided by the school on current learning and progress. They also looked 
at work in students’ books. 

 Meetings were held with a representative of the local authority, members of the governing body, 
staff and groups of students. 

 Inspectors took into account 21 responses to the online questionnaire (Parent View). 

 The inspection team observed the school’s work, examined minutes of governing body meetings 
and considered the school’s own and external evaluations of its work. 

 Records relating to attendance and behaviour, information on the quality of teaching and the 
setting of targets for teachers were also scrutinised. 

 

Inspection team 

Liz Godman, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

David Thompson Additional Inspector 

Christine Kennedy Additional Inspector 

Steven Beverley Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 This school is of a similar size to most secondary schools. 

 The school has recently been through a period of extensive rebuilding and refurbishment. 

 The proportion of students known to be eligible for the pupil premium (additional funding 
provided by the government to support pupils known to be eligible for free school meals, 
children looked after by the local authority and the children of military personnel) is above 
average. 

 The proportion of students supported at school action is above the national average.  

 The proportion of students supported at school action plus or with a statement of special 
educational needs is below average. 

 There is an above average proportion of students from minority ethnic heritages and who speak 
English as an additional language. Students come from a wide variety of different heritages and 
speak many different languages. 

 A number of students attend off-site provision on a part-time basis, run by the Leeds Catholic 
Schools Partnership in conjunction with City of Leeds College. These programmes provide 
students with qualifications leading to further training or apprenticeships in different areas of 
work, including childcare, hair and beauty, construction and mechanics. 

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for students’ attainment and progress.  

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Improve the proportion of good teaching by: 

 providing work in all lessons which helps all students to make the progress they should  

 increasing the opportunities for students to find things out for themselves 

 using the information and approaches which have proved successful to date to ensure further 
sustained improvement in the quality of teaching. 

 

  Increase students’ achievement, particularly in English and in their written work, by: 

 improving the consistency and accuracy of marking so that students know how they can 
improve their work 

 ensuring that the approaches identified to increase the rate of progress of individual students 
are used consistently in lessons and that their effects are checked so that approaches can be 
adjusted accordingly 

 developing the quality of presentation and content of students’ written work in all subjects 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils requires improvement 

 Achievement requires improvement because, although improving, it is not yet consistently good 
across all subjects, and particularly in English. 

 In GCSE examinations taken in 2012, the proportion of students gaining five A* to C grades, 
including English and mathematics, dropped markedly when compared to previous years. A key 
reason for this was the sharp decline in the number of students gaining grades A* to C in 
English. Although attainment in mathematics was below the national average in 2012, the 
school’s results in this subject show some improvement over the last three years.  

 Year 11 students in 2012 attained well in some subjects, including science, as did those who 
studied modern languages and design and technology. 

 There is no evidence that students’ performance has been adversely affected by early entry for 
GCSE examinations. 

 The 2012 results also indicated that students had not made the good progress they should 
during their time in the school. This was most marked in English. 

 Attainment on entry to the school is significantly below average in both English and 
mathematics, but irrespective of their starting points, students’ progress through the school 
varies and is not yet consistently good in these subjects, particularly in English.  

 Following the 2012 examination results, the school’s leaders took decisive action to put things 
right. There are now better systems to track students’ progress, with close checks on the 
progress of individuals, groups and classes in all subjects. This is starting to improve students’ 
progress.  

 Sometimes students do not make the progress they should in lessons because the work they are 
given is not adjusted to their needs or because they do not know how they can improve their 
work. 

 Students’ communication skills are good and their reading and mathematical skills are improving 
as a result of the school’s effective approaches. For example, during registration the Year 10 
‘young leaders’ work well with the Year 7 classes on mathematical activities. However, the 
overall presentation and content of students’ written work remains weaker. 

 Students with English as an additional language make good progress because of the support 
they receive. This is reflective of the school’s good promotion of equality of opportunity. 

 The progress of disabled students and those who have special educational needs requires 
improvement in the same way that it does for all students. However, these students show 
marked gains in their confidence in learning because of the sensitive support they receive. 

 Students known to be eligible for the pupil premium did not do as well as other students in 
2012. In both English and mathematics, their average attainment was the equivalent of one 
grade lower than that of other students. The current progress of these students is improving 
because of the careful checks that are made and the additional help which is provided. 

 The progress of students targeted for the Year 7 catch-up programme is improving as a result of 
the carefully planned help they receive, particularly in the basic skills of reading, writing and 
mathematics. 

 The students who attend work-related training at places away from the school are gaining 
practical skills and a renewed interest and confidence in learning. This helps them to go on to 
further training or employment when they leave school.  

  

The quality of teaching requires improvement 

 Although much good or better teaching was seen during the inspection, there remains a 
significant proportion of teaching that requires improvement. 

 Teaching in English particularly requires further improvement. Significant staff absence has 
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caused instability in the English department, so that the quality of teaching, although sometimes 
good, is too inconsistent to ensure students’ good progress. 

 Good teaching observed in mathematics revision lessons in Years 10 and 11 was successful in 
covering gaps in students’ knowledge and in building confidence before the examinations.  

 However, work in students’ books in mathematics and in some other subjects, particularly in 
Years 8 and 9, is not always marked carefully enough, so that students remain unclear as to how 
they can improve their work, therefore limiting their progress. 

 In some lessons, students do not have sufficient opportunities to find things out for themselves, 
so that they are over-reliant on the teacher to tell them what to do. 

 Where teaching is good, students are encouraged to talk about their learning and to work with 
others. The concerted focus on teaching reading, for example, through recent initiatives 
involving the entire school, has improved students’ reading skills. Teachers in all subject areas 
have analysed how to teach writing more effectively, but have not yet adopted these ideas. 
Consequently, writing and presentation require further improvement.  

 The school’s system for tracking students’ progress gives a clear picture of the progress of each 
student in every subject. Teachers receive this information regularly and use it to plan 
approaches to increase all students’ progress, recording these in their lesson plans. Where 
teaching is good, the approaches are implemented consistently and with good effect in the 
classroom. However, where teaching requires improvement, not all students are given the work 
or additional help planned to make the progress they should. 

 The teaching of disabled students, those with special educational needs and those known to be 
eligible for the pupil premium is often effective when in small groups and with support from 
teaching assistants. However, in a significant proportion of lessons, teaching for these students 
shows the same variation as that for other students and also requires improvement. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 Students’ behaviour in lessons is good, even when they do not find the lesson very interesting.  

 Behaviour around the school is calm and orderly and students arrive at most lessons on time 
despite the complex layout of the school’s buildings. Students are courteous and friendly.  

 Students say that they feel safe in school and that the school takes good care of them. They 
report that bullying and racial incidents are rare, but that if any do occur adults deal with it 
swiftly. Students have a good understanding of the different forms of bullying and a secure 
understanding of how to stay safe. 

 Disabled students and those with special educational needs told inspectors that this a ‘great’ 
school and that they feel happy and safe.  

 Of the parents who responded to the online questionnaire, all agree that their children are happy 
and safe at school.  

 There are clear improvements over time in the behaviour of students with particular behavioural 
needs. The number of exclusions has shown a marked reduction over the last three years, as 
has the removal of students from lessons for unacceptable behaviour. 

 Students’ behaviour is managed well and students respond swiftly and politely to requests from 
teachers and teaching assistants.  

 Attendance is slightly below average, but is improving each year due to the school’s effective 
actions.  

 

The leadership and management are good 

 Despite the extended period of refurbishment and building work and the actions needed to 
tackle much of the underperformance in teaching, the headteacher has ensured that the morale 
of staff and students has remained high.  

 Senior leaders and the governing body have also taken effective steps to improve students’ 
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achievement, through improved checks on the progress that all students are making. They have 
identified accurately where further improvement is required. 

 As part of the school’s drive to improve the quality of teaching, considerable responsibility has 
been placed on subject leaders and upon every member of staff to improve teaching and 
achievement. Staff have responded vigorously to this challenge so that teaching is improving 
rapidly, but leaders and staff recognise that the changes have not yet brought about consistently 
good teaching and achievement.  

 Senior leaders and governors have a very accurate view of the quality of teaching which is 
recorded in a variety of comprehensive and detailed forms. This information has been used very 
well to ensure that staff receive suitable support and training. However, this information is not 
yet gathered together in one place, or analysed systematically so that it can be used across the 
school to secure further sustained improvement in the quality of teaching.  

 The range of subjects and experiences provided by the school are suitable to prepare students 
for further education and employment, but students’ weaker skills in English and in writing place 
some limitations on this.  

 The school promotes students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development very well. 
Students take good care of one another, are eager to take responsibilities, including as prefects 
or raising funds for charity. Students from a wide variety of backgrounds get on well together.  

 Safeguarding procedures meet requirements. The school works particularly well with other 
agencies to help students whose circumstances make them vulnerable. 

 The local authority provides good support for the school. This has helped the school to identify 
accurately its strengths and areas for development and has helped senior and subject leaders to 
improve teaching and achievement to date. 

 The governance of the school: 

 The governing body has a good knowledge of the work of the school, its strengths and areas 
for development. This is informed by governors’ visits to their ‘linked’ departments, by 
attendance at a wide range of school events and by meetings with students and staff. 
Governors ask a variety of pertinent questions and have supported the actions taken by senior 
leaders to improve the quality of teaching and students’ achievement. In recent months, 
governors have helped to ensure that only good or better teaching is rewarded with promotion 
or additional pay. They ensure that resources are used to improve students’ experiences and 
achievement and have a good knowledge of the use of the pupil premium to provide 
additional teaching and support, checking whether it is closing the gap in attainment between 
those known to be eligible and other students. They recognise that this has yet to be achieved 
but that improvements are being made. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 108097 

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 412569 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  

 

Type of school Secondary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 11–16  

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 910 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Cinta Culkin  

Headteacher Mark Cooper 

Date of previous school inspection 12 May 2010 

Telephone number 0113 2455248 

Fax number 0113 2005114 

Email address admin@mountstmarys.org  



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 
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