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Summary of key findings for parents and pupils

This is a good school.

W Although pupils make good progress in
English and mathematics, this has not
recently been at the highest level, but is now
improving.

W Teaching is good. Lessons are well planned
and delivered to support pupils’ learning.
Resources and the school environment
encourage effective pupil engagement.

W Pupils’ behaviour is outstanding. They are
always well behaved, caring and supportive
of each other. They are ready to be fully
involved in their learning. Pupils feel very safe
and well cared for at school.

B The school is very caring, welcoming and has
a strong sense of community. This is fully
supported by its very strong Christian ethos.

B The opportunities for pupils’ personal
development are a great strength of the
school. Its religious nature provides very clear
spiritual and moral guidance and support.

It is not yet an outstanding school because

m Not all groups of pupils are making
consistently outstanding progress. Not all
pupils are making outstanding progress.

W Disabled pupils and those with special

education needs make good progress. Their
needs are very carefully identified and
monitored. They are well supported in their
learning.

B Governors clearly understand what the school

is doing well and where improvement is

needed. They provide a very appropriate level
of support and challenge and have undertaken
a wide range of training to support their roles.

B The school is very well led and managed at all

levels. The headteacher and senior leaders
have clear systems in place to monitor the
school’s work. Middle leaders are well
supported in developing and carry out their
responsibilities.

B The practice in the best lessons of ensuring

that work is planned to meet the needs of the
highest ability pupils needs to be consistent in
all lessons and allow all work to be fully
completed.
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Information about this inspection

B Inspections observed 23 lessons of which five were joint observations with senior staff. A
learning walk was conducted with the headteacher. They also observed one assembly, four
registration sessions, three school clubs and the start of school, break and lunch times.

B Meetings took place with pupils, staff and parents, representatives of the governing body and a
representative of local authority.

B Inspectors listened to pupils reading.

W Inspectors looked at the school’s work including documentation on safeguarding, achievement,
self-assessment, attendance, performance management and development planning. They also
scrutinised pupils’ work in lessons.

B Inspectors analysed 76 responses to the online questionnaire (Parent View), 50 responses to the
staff questionnaire, the views of parents informally gathered at the start of the school day and
the school’s questionnaire to parents.

Inspection team

Michael Merva, Lead inspector Additional Inspector
Gillian Walley Additional Inspector
Fiona Robinson Additional Inspector

Phillip Mann Additional Inspector
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Full report

Information about this school

W This is a larger than average primary school.

W Pupils come from a range of ethnic groups, but pupils from a White British background form the
overwhelming majority.

W The proportion of disabled pupils and those with special education needs at school action is
below average, as is the proportion supported at school action plus or with a statement of
special educational needs.

B The proportion of pupils known to be entitled to additional support from through funding
provided by the pupil premium is below average. This is government funding that schools
receive for pupils who are known to be eligible for free school meals, those who are in local
authority care and the children of military personnel.

B The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set minimum expectations for
pupils’ progress and attainment.

B The school provides a varied range of clubs, including sporting activities, singing, music lessons
and chess, photography and subject support.

What does the school need to do to improve further?

® Improve the proportion of outstanding teaching by:
— sustain the current level of improvement and achievement at KS2 by making sure that the
level of challenge is fully in place in all lessons for higher ability pupils
—ensuring all lesson activities are well timed so all pupils are given the opportunity to fully
complete all learning tasks in order to make maximum progress.
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Inspection judgements

The achievement of pupils is good

W In relation to their starting points, all pupils make good progress by the end of Year 6 in English
and mathematics, including disabled pupils and those with special educational needs and those
who speak English as an additional language. School data indicate that this progress is currently
improving significantly. Attainment at the end of Year 6 has been above average over the last
three years.

W Progress in the Early Years Foundation Stage is consistently good. Pupils enter the nursery with
skills slightly below those expected for their age and leave Reception slightly above those
expectations. Pupils’ progress is well assessed and monitored and supported by the very
effective use of the well-resourced and attractive provision and strong links with parents.

W Pupils read with confidence and fluency across the school. A wide range of effective strategies
and provision assist the learning of reading well. The library is well designed and attractive, with
a very full range of books, including some that are very challenging. One pupil said: ‘I enjoy
reading and the school has good books to choose.” Another pupil said: ‘having a reading buddy
has really helped me’. All pupils are able to use letters and sounds well and there is clear
parental involvement. Pupils make good progress by the end of Year 6. Attainment at the end of
Year 2 is consistently well above average.

B The progress of the few pupils with English as an additional language is good. They are well
supported and their attainment is generally above average over time, and improving. Very
occasionally, the most able pupils do not make the rapid progress of which they are capable.

B The relatively small number of disabled pupils and those with special educational needs make
consistently very good progress. Current school data and observation of the provision indicate
that their progress is improving further and the gap between them and their peers is continuing
to narrow. Their needs are carefully identified and monitored to ensure that appropriate support
is in place. Links with parents are strong and the use of additional adults is very well focused. In
a Year 5 literacy lesson on guided reading, a teaching assistant used explanation and coaching
with great skill to enable a pupil with special educational needs to make excellent progress in
reading.

m The numbers of pupils from ethnic groups other than White British are low. These pupils make
good progress over time, with attainment generally above average at the end of Year 2 and Year
6.

W In the 2012 national tests and assessments, the gap between the very small proportion of pupils
supported by school premium and their peers was approximately 12 months in both English and
mathematics. Staff are aware of the needs of pupils supported by school premium and employ
clear support to enable them to progress well. This has resulted now in the closing of the gap
between them and other pupils.

B The school provides pupils with opportunities to achieve well outside the normal curriculum. A
chess club enables to pupils to gain high quality skills through expert support. Pupils also engage
in a range of sporting and musical activities, allowing them to gain expertise in these areas.

The quality of teaching is good

B Teaching overtime is consistently good, with an increasing proportion which is outstanding.

W High quality resources are provided to support learning. The Early Years Foundation Stage
teaching area is very well designed to provide an attractive and varied learning environment. In
a nursery lesson, an imaginative selection of well-managed resources, including musical
instruments, buried treasure and a tray of tadpoles, permitted pupils to engage very productively
in their learning. As a result, they made good progress.

W The library provides a stimulating atmosphere to support reading for all pupils. In a Year 1
phonics lesson, computer software was well used to support pupils’ learning. In a Year 4
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geography lesson, stimulating resources, including the use of attractive photos of different
clouds, helped pupils to clarify understanding; consequently they made good progress.

B The teaching of reading is strong. Letters and sounds are used well across the school. As a
result, pupils are confident and fluent readers. They enjoy reading and greatly value the
opportunities the school offers. Cross-curricular links are well developed to make sure that
reading is embedded in all subjects. For example, in a Year 3 history lesson on Greek myths,
successful connections were made between the reading of stories and their relationship with
Greek mythology and its culture.

B Additional adults are employed well. Their work is well focused to help pupils to learn. In a Year
4 mathematics and science lesson on ratios and problem solving, an additional adult provided
very clear explanation and guidance to a specific group of pupils. This generated a high level of
excitement, complete engagement and excellent progress.

B Although teachers use effective strategies to support learning and the use of questioning and
the opportunity to reflect are particular strengths, learning activities are not always appropriately
timed to allow pupils to finish their work. In a Year 5 religious education lesson on the Ten
Commandments, skilful questioning allowed pupils to carefully consider the relevance of the
Commandments to their lives and how they support their Christian faith. As a result, pupils were
able to fully reflect on how they can use them to support their daily lives. However, this is not
yet a consistent approach across the school.

B Teachers set high expectations and the best lessons have work which meets all pupils’ needs. In
a Year 5 literacy session to support reading, texts were very well matched to support the full
range of ability. As a result, all pupils made outstanding progress. However, in some lessons,
work is not always targeted like this to meet the needs of the more able pupils.

B Assessment and marking are well used to aid pupils’ progress. Pupils’ work is marked well,
allowing them to understand how to improve. Assessment opportunities during lessons are in
place to help pupils understand what they are learning. In a Year 1 literacy lesson, pupils made
good progress as a result of the well-planned lesson on writing a pirate story; resources such as
help sheets and steps to success were provided to enable pupils to check their progress during
the lesson. At the end of the lesson, pupils checked their learning by sharing their work with
each other and comparing how well they used parts of speech such as adjectives and connecting
words.

The behaviour and safety of pupils are outstanding

W Pupils consistently display excellent attitudes to learning. They respond well to challenge and
enjoy their learning. Lesson routines are well established to help pupils engage in learning. In a
Year 3 mathematics lesson on presenting data, pupils were very eager to demonstrate what they
knew and were very responsive to tackling more difficult work.

W Parents feel that pupils are very safe in the school and welcome its caring nature and spirit of
community. One parent said that ‘staff are very professional’ and another stated: ‘our children
love coming to nursery and Reception’.

W Pupils’ behaviour around the school is outstanding. They are extremely friendly, engaging and
always very well behaved. They are also well mannered and punctual. The use of peer support
such as playground buddies, mentors and house captains enables pupils to take responsibility for
their own behaviour. One pupil mentioned that the use of ‘Quote a prayer with a prayer buddy’
helped them stay focused on good behaviour.

B Behaviour is managed extremely well by the school. Clear management systems ensure that
pupils are very well aware of expectations. School rules and procedures such as the ‘Golden
Book’ to record good deeds and the earning of ‘Golden Time’ emphasise positive behaviour and
mutual respect. These are well complemented by school’s very strong Christian nature and
routines. Behaviour is carefully monitored by school documentation. The very few incidents of
poor behaviour are taken very seriously, well explored and fully include the involvement of
parents.

W Pupils have a clear understanding of what constitutes bullying and of its various forms such as
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cyber bullying. They understand the need to use computers safely and the danger of their
misuse. Their understanding of bullying is well supported by various school initiatives such as
anti-bullying week, the PSHE curriculum and the school’s very strong Christian ethos. Pupils
believe that bullying is not a concern at school, but are confident that it would be quickly dealt
with if it did arise.

W Pupils feel very safe at school and feel they are well cared for. They know where to get help if
required and know that they will receive effective support in dealing with their problems.

B Attendance over time is high and continues to improve. It is a significant strength of the school.
The attendance policy is very clear in terms of requirements and expectations. Pupils are always
punctual, especially when arriving to lessons.

The leadership and management are good

B The school is very well led and managed. Guided by the headteacher, it is welcoming, supportive
and generates a strong sense of community underpinned by its very strong Christian ethos.

B The local authority provides light touch support for what it views as a good school. The school
engages external support well to moderate assessment and to verify the quality of teaching.

m Clear processes are in place to monitor the quality of teaching. An array of processes, including
formal lesson observations, lesson ‘drop-ins’, learning walks and peer observations involving
senior and middle leaders, result in accurate evaluation and an improving picture. Peer
observations are fully in place so that good practice is being shared in all subjects. Senior
leaders have rightly identified that very occasionally, the most able pupils are not challenged
sufficiently to ensure they progress more quickly. This finding demonstrates the school’s capacity
to improve. The quality of teaching is monitored by the governing body.

B Performance management is well developed for all staff. Annual targets are linked to pupil
achievement and the quality of teaching. Middle leaders are involved in the process and view it
as supportive. Class room performance is fully related to pay awards.

B Management of the Early Years Foundation Stage is good. Rigorous analysis tracks pupil
achievements across the provision and effective links with parents are established. The very
attractive learning environment is well maintained and resourced.

W The curriculum is broad and balanced and meets statutory requirements. Subjects are taught in
such a way as to provide strong cross-curricular links and to develop all aspects of pupils’
education. The development of the ‘Philosophy for Children” programme is one example of this.
Other features are the use of high order questioning, interpretation of stories and pictures, and
reading to make links across subjects. Staff at all levels are fully committed to further developing
and improving the curriculum.

B Safeguarding meets statutory requirements.

W Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education is a very strong feature of the school. The school’s
very committed Christian ethos generates a powerful sense of community. Spiritual life is the
cornerstone of the school. Pupils are provided with a full range of opportunities to engage in
worship and reflection based on the tenets of the Christian faith. This also provides in a strong
sense of right and wrong and the importance of caring, supportive relationships. Other faiths are
included by visits, for example to a Jewish place of worship, and visits by parents from other
faiths. Opportunities for cultural development are included in projects such as Greek myths and
Caribbean masks.

B The school engages parents well. Its sense of community embraces all its members. A clear
effort is made to ensure that parents are completely welcomed by the school. Attendance at
parents’ evenings is very high and successful efforts are made to fully involve parents in their
children’s learning. Meetings are arranged for all years in order to explain to parents the content
of the curriculum and how to support their children with, for example, mathematics and reading.
The very high numbers of parents attending school special events such as the ‘Fair Trade
Breakfast’ are evidence of the school’s successful engagement strategies.

B The school believes that all children are both important and valued. It ensures that all pupils
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have an equal chance to succeed and develop fully as individuals. Its Christian ethos helps to
make sure that all pupils are given the guidance to lead successful lives and are prepared for
their next step in education.

®m The governance of the school:

— Governors know the school well. They play a full role in its community nature and its strong
spiritual ethos. Governors also completely support the school’s emphasis on all aspects of the
pupils’” education and their development as individuals. They understand its many strengths
and what it needs to do to improve further. Governors monitor the school’s performance and
its quality of teaching. They understand well how performance is managed and the
relationship between classroom performance and pay awards. Governors understand the use
of funding provided by the pupil premium and monitor its impact. They make sure that all
statutory polices are in place and that all policies are reviewed at appropriate intervals.
Governors, through their direct involvement in the school, including their link roles, check that
policies are being implemented. They monitor the school’s budget and finances robustly and
makes sure these used effectively to support pupils’ learning. They ensure that safeguarding
meets statutory requirements and they monitor risk assessments rigorously. Governors have
undertaken a comprehensive range of training, including safeguarding, safer recruitment, data
and finance, to support them in their roles.
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What inspection judgements mean

School
Grade
Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Judgement
Outstanding

Good

Requires
improvement

Inadequate

Description

An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their
education, training or employment.

A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage
of their education, training or employment.

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within
24 months from the date of this inspection.

A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and
requires significant improvement but leadership and management
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.
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School details

Unique reference number
Local authority

Inspection number

9 of 10

102992
Sutton
413209

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Type of school

School category

Age range of pupils

Gender of pupils

Number of pupils on the school roll
Appropriate authority

Chair

Headteacher

Date of previous school inspection
Telephone number

Fax number

Email address

Primary

Community

3-11

Mixed

488

The governing body
Fr. Darren Miller
Christine Smyth
23-24 January 2008
020 8642 5463

020 8770 7852

stdunstans@suttonlea.org
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