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Context of the inspection 

 The school received its last inspection of education on 18-19 September 2012. It was 
judged that the school provided a satisfactory quality of education for its students but 
several of the regulations for independent schools were not met. The school 
produced an action plan in November 2012 that was evaluated in January 2013. The 
actions to be taken by the school were judged to be satisfactory, subject to 
satisfactory implementation. 

 
 This is the school’s first progress monitoring inspection. It was undertaken at the 

request of the Department for Education to evaluate the progress made by the school 
in the implementation of its action plan. 

 

Summary of the progress made in 

implementing the action plan 
Good progress 

The inspection in September 2012 judged that teaching ensured that students made 
adequate progress in their academic learning, but the curriculum was judged to be 
inadequate. The provision for personal, social, health and citizenship education (PSHCE) 
was inadequate because the school’s plans were not fully implemented and they did not 
reflect the school’s aims sufficiently well. Particular schemes of work within the PSHCE 
provision were not implemented effectively. The school was not providing satisfactorily for 
a small number of students with a statement of special educational needs with regard to 
their behavioural difficulties and therefore the requirements of these statements were not 
fully met. Although teaching was adequate overall, it was not always enabling students to 
acquire new knowledge and make progress in their personal development. The education 
provided was not developing students’ moral and social skills and insights sufficiently well 
so that students were not fully prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of adult life. Furthermore, the school’s written policy to promote good 
behaviour among students was not implemented effectively so that behaviour was 
inadequate.  
 
The head of education and senior managers developed an action plan with a number of 
strategies and procedures to remedy the weaknesses identified during the September 
inspection. The school intended to review its curriculum policy and its overall provision for 
PSHCE to ensure that the provision matched the school’s stated aims. This included a 
review of its personal development programmes in order to develop and amend much of 
its provision for PSHCE, plans and schemes of work. The school also planned to review its 
provision for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. A review of the school’s 
procedures regarding statements of special educational needs was to be carried out to 
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ensure that students are engaged effectively in meeting the requirements of their 
statement of special educational needs. The school also planned to review its ‘Preparation 
for Working Life’ policy in order to ensure that students were prepared adequately for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. The school’s behaviour policy 
including the use of sanctions was also to be reviewed.  
 
As a result of implementing the action plan, the school has remedied all the shortcomings 
identified at its last inspection. 
 
The school has revised its curriculum policy and its overall provision for PSHCE to match 
the school’s stated aims and ethos. Many revisions and amendments have been made to 
the school’s personal development programmes, including plans and the schemes of work 
for PSHCE and moral and social development.  
 
The school reviewed its procedures regarding statements of special educational needs. 
School leaders now check that the provision linked to students’ statements meets their 
needs accurately by regularly monitoring teachers’ implementation of plans and the 
outcomes for students.  
 
The school’s ‘Preparation for Working Life’ policy and other relevant policies are now 
clearly cross-referenced. There is a systematic and consistent approach to ensure that 
students are prepared adequately for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 
adult life.  
 
Amendments to the school’s behaviour policy include much better guidance to staff 
regarding the need to challenge unacceptable behaviour and to apply sanctions where 
appropriate. Leaders have issued all of the revised policies and plans to teachers, together 
with clear guidance regarding their implementation. The school has implemented its action 
plan effectively. School records indicate that students’ attendance, punctuality, behaviour 
and personal development have improved as a result.  

 

Compliance with regulatory requirements  

The school has made good progress and now meets all regulatory requirements  
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Inspection team 

Saleem Hussain, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

 

Information about this school 

 This independent special school was registered in July 2008. The school is owned by 
Advanced Childcare. It provides for students in the age range of 11 to 18 years with 
complex needs, including severe behavioural, emotional and social difficulties.  

 All students live in accommodation owned by the proprietor. All students attending 
the school in recent years have had a statement of special educational needs. Some 
students may be on roll at the school for very short periods, whereas others may stay 
for around two years.  

 The aim of the school is to provide students with a personalised, effective curriculum 
in which work and activities are challenging and result in strong learning outcomes.  

 Students are taught by a team of visiting teachers who follow a rota planned by the 
senior education staff. The school has no particular religious affiliation. It was last 
inspected on 18-19 September 2012. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 135638 

Inspection number 421152 

DfE registration number 877/6010 

This inspection was conducted at the request of the registration authority for independent 
schools. It was carried out under section 162A of the Education Act 2002, as amended by 

schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005. 

Type of school Special school for students with behavioural, 
emotional and social difficulties 

School status Independent school 

Age range of pupils 10–18 years 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 0 

Number of part time pupils 0 

Proprietor Advanced Childcare 

Chair Riz Khan 

Headteacher Tariq Verpalen 

Date of previous school inspection 18 September 2012 

Annual fees (day pupils) £34,800 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance 'Complaining about inspections', which is available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 

you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email 

enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use 
the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and 

when. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools 

in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main 
Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and 

inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and 

skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and 

inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, 

initial teacher training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, 

and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child 

protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the 

school must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A 

charge not exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
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W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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