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The Boswells School 
Burnham Road, Chelmsford, CM1 6LY 

 

Inspection dates 24–25 April 2013 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Not previously inspected  

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school. 

 Students make good progress and reach 
above-average standards in all subjects, but 
particularly in mathematics and the 
performing arts. 

 The sixth form is good and improving. 
Students achieve well in response to effective 
teaching. 

 Teaching is typically good. Lessons proceed 
at a brisk pace. As a result, students are well 
motivated and make good progress in 
lessons. 

 The behaviour of students is good. They feel 
safe and well cared for. The individual help and 
guidance provided for those who have the 
greatest learning difficulties means that they 
sometimes make exceptional progress. 

 Leaders and managers, including governors, 
make a consistently positive impact on 
improving the school, including the quality of 
teaching and students’ achievement. 

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 Teachers do not always plan lesson activities 
at the right level of difficulty to fully stretch 
students of all abilities. 

 Students in the sixth form make slower 
progress in their second year than in their 
first year. 

 Teaching in English is still too varied to 
promote outstanding progress all the time. 

 Leaders are not yet rigorous enough in their 
plans or actions to ensure that more teaching 
and progress are outstanding. 
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Information about this inspection 

 The inspectors observed 55 lessons. Six of these were seen together with senior leaders. 

 The inspectors examined students’ workbooks, records of attendance and behaviour, information 
about the performance of students in national tests, and the school’s procedures for keeping 
students safe. 

 The records of governors’ meetings, reports made by external advisers and the school’s 
improvement plans were considered. 

 The inspectors listened to the views of students and staff. 

 The views of the 99 parents who responded to the online questionnaire (Parent View) were 
considered, along with the opinions of those who spoke to the inspectors or from whom they 
received correspondence. 

 The inspectors held discussions with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Governing Body and other 
governors, school leaders and support staff. 

 

Inspection team 

James McAtear, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

Heather Housden Additional Inspector 

Duncan Kamya Additional Inspector 

Paul Bartlett Additional Inspector 

Jackie Jackson-Smith Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 The Boswells School is larger than the average-sized secondary school. 

 Students are taught in eight form entry year groups and in a combination of mixed-ability and 
set groups. 

 The vast majority of students are White British. The proportion of students for whom the school 
receives the pupil premium, which in this school provides funding for children in the care of the 
local authority and for students known to be eligible for free school meals, is well below average. 

 The proportion of disabled students and those who have special educational needs supported at 
school action is well below average. The proportion receiving support at school action plus or 
through a statement of special educational needs is below average. 

 The headteacher also serves as an adviser to other headteachers within the county. 

 No students attend alternative provision away from the school site. 

 Boswells became an academy school on 1 February 2012. When the predecessor school, 
Boswells High School, was last inspected by Ofsted it was judged to be good. 

 The school meets the current government floor standards, which set the minimum level 
expected for students’ attainment and progress. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Improve teaching, especially in English, by ensuring that all teachers consistently plan lessons 
that engage and interest students more fully. 

 

 Improve achievement among more-able and middle-ability students by making sure that: 

 all teachers consistently plan lessons in which the work set is suitably demanding for students 
of all abilities 

 students in the sixth form make the best use of all available time beyond lessons, including 
homework, to improve their work as they move through the second year. 

 

 Strengthen leadership and management by increasing the focus on rigorously improving 
teaching, specifically where it is less strong and where progress is less consistent. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 Students join the school with attainment that is slightly above the national average. They get off 
to a good start and maintain a good level of progress throughout their time at the school. By the 
time they complete their final year, they have made more progress in mathematics than is 
expected nationally. Their progress in English is still good but not as rapid as that in 
mathematics. 

 

 The attainment of students is above national averages and improving quickly. Standards in 
mathematics are much higher than those achieved nationally and current standards in English 
are high although, as with rates of progress, not as good as those in mathematics. 

 

 In other subjects, and especially in the performing arts, students make consistently strong 
progress. Performance is particularly good in subjects where teachers assess the learning of the 
students most carefully, and adapt what and how they teach for different groups of students. 
 

 In 2012, the attainment of students for whom the school receives pupil premium funding was on 
average one third of a grade lower in English and just under one third of a grade lower in 
mathematics than that of other students at the school. Since the examinations held in 2012, this 
gap has narrowed very slightly and eligible students now attain just under one third of a grade 
below their classmates in English and mathematics. These students are making similar progress 
to their classmates in mathematics and in English. 

 

 Students who are eligible for the Year 7 catch-up premium, which is for students who did not 
achieve Level 4 in English at the end of Key Stage 2, make good progress as a result of the 
school’s work to improve standards of reading in Year 7. 

 

 Students who receive support through a statement of special educational needs make 
exceptional progress. This is because the school tracks their progress very effectively and quickly 
steps in to help those who have fallen behind to get back on track. The progress made by other 
disabled students and those who have special educational needs is good. 

 

 During lessons, students typically make good progress as a result of good teaching. A brisk pace 
is a characteristic feature of most teaching at the school. This engages students and helps 
ensure that they make progress that is in line with or exceeds national expectations. Work in 
students’ books confirms that this good level of progress is being sustained over time. 

 

 Students read widely and frequently. For example, students in Year 7 read on a daily basis and 
do so across all subjects so that their ability to read with fluency is consistently improving. 

 

 Students who are more able, and some who are of middle ability, are not always stretched 
enough during lessons. This is because teachers do not always set work at the right level of 
difficulty for all students. As a result, although students make good progress they do not yet 
make outstanding progress. 

 

 Students achieve well in the sixth form, although students in the second year of sixth form do 
not always continue to make progress at the same high rates as those in their first year. This is 
because students are not making the best use of their time when they are not in lessons to 
further their learning. 
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The quality of teaching is good 

 Teaching in most subjects is good, and this is particularly true in the performing arts and in 
mathematics. The school checks the quality of teaching closely and accurately. 

 

 The school plans support programmes that are effective in getting any students who have fallen 
behind back on track. These sessions are taught well, both by teachers and by other adults who 
help students in small groups. The work of these adults who help students to learn is very 
effective. They know clearly what their role is during lessons and understand the needs of the 
students they are assisting in detail. They work well as a team with the teachers. 

 

 Teachers do not all plan lessons that consistently include work at levels that stretch and provide 
the right level of challenge for students who are more able and for some students who are of 
middle ability. 

 

 Teachers are effective in asking questions that encourage students to think more deeply about 
the things they are learning. As a result, the quality of discussions among students about their 
work is high. This was notably the case in a dance lesson, where students remained highly 
focused when analysing how to improve their own work further. 

 

 Although the quality of teaching in English is good, it does not always match that found in 
mathematics and in other areas of the school. This is because lessons do not consistently 
engage and interest students in English as much as they do in other subjects. 

 

 Marking in students’ books is regular and positive. It gives useful feedback to students about 
improving their work, although they are not always given the opportunity to respond to the 
comments made by the teacher or to engage in a dialogue about this through their exercise 
books and folders. 

 

 Teaching in the sixth form is good. Students are given enough scope to apply what they are 
learning to their own work. As a result, they are learning to work independently during lessons. 
However, they do not always use the time they have outside lessons as effectively as they could 
to continue their learning. Homework tasks set do not always support them fully in using their 
time to best effect. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 The overwhelming majority of students behave well in lessons, and this makes a considerable 
contribution to the school’s positive learning environment. They cooperate with their teachers 
and with one another, and work well individually and more independently in pairs and groups. 

  

 Attendance is above average and the school’s work in addressing the poor attendance of a very 
small minority of students has been effective over time. Students are punctual to school and to 
individual lessons. 

 

 Logs kept by the school about behaviour and bullying indicate that behaviour is good over time 
and that bullying is rare. Students agree with this and confirm their confidence in staff to 
address any issues reported to them. They are taught well about the risks associated with the 
internet, fire and water. 

 

 Although some areas of the school can be crowded, students move around safely and with 
consideration towards one another. They conduct themselves responsibly during social times and 
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mix well together at break and lunchtimes. The overwhelming majority of students show good 
manners and respect for their teachers and for one another. 

 

 Low-level disruption is uncommon because the vast majority of lessons are conducted at a brisk 
pace. As a consequence, students remain engaged and interested and progress is rarely marred 
by poor behaviour. Relationships are usually warm because teachers use praise well to 
acknowledge the achievements of students and are skilful in managing their behaviour. 

 

The leadership and management are good 

 The school’s leaders are accurate in their assessment of the performance of the school and the 
quality of its work. The inspection team agreed with leaders and managers about the quality of 
teaching, standards of behaviour and progress. A large majority of parents agree that the school 
is led and managed well. 

 

 The school’s arrangements for checking the quality of teaching and marking are effective. They 
ensure that these areas of the school’s work are usually good and sometimes outstanding. The 
performance of teachers is linked to salary progression and the training provided is based on the 
needs identified through checks on teachers’ work. 

 

 The school provides a wide range of subjects and topics that meet the needs and aspirations of 
its students. It is particularly strong in providing for their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. For example, it enhances their sense of social responsibility through a dance 
performance that includes disabled students from other schools. The courses offered include a 
good balance of academic and work-related opportunities. 

 

 The school’s arrangements fully met national requirements for safeguarding students at the time 
of the inspection. 

 

 Although the school’s improvement plans are extensive and help to ensure progress is good 
throughout the school, they are not always sufficiently well focused to improve it further. This is 
because they do not always concentrate specifically enough on improving areas that, although 
good, are not yet outstanding. 

 

 The academy trust provides effective support in ensuring that the school provides good value for 
money and uses available resources well to improve progress for students. 

 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governance is good. The governors provide strong support to the headteacher’s vision for the 
school. They are knowledgeable about the use of pupil premium funding and the effect it has 
on students’ progress. They demonstrate a clear awareness of the relative strengths of 
teaching between subject areas and the rates of progress made by different age groups. They 
analyse data well to compare the school’s performance with that of similar schools nationally, 
and to inform the way they challenge school leaders. They support the school’s thorough 
arrangements for managing staff performance and ensure that these are effective so that only 
the teachers whose students do well are rewarded. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 137874 

Local authority Essex 

Inspection number 413423 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 

 

Type of school Academy converter 

School category Non-maintained 

Age range of pupils 11–18 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Gender of pupils in the sixth form Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 1488 

Of which, number on roll in sixth form 245 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Ruth Bird 

Headteacher David Crowe 

Date of previous school inspection Not previously inspected 

Telephone number 01245 264451 

Fax Number 01245 264451 

Email address admin@boswells.essex.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 
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