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St Margaret Clitherow Roman 
Catholic Primary School 

Monkswood Lane, (Off Monkswood Way), Stevenage, SG2 8QJ 

 

Inspection dates 20–21 March 2013 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Good 2 

This inspection: Outstanding 1 

Achievement of pupils  Outstanding 1 

Quality of teaching Outstanding 1 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Outstanding 1 

Leadership and management  Outstanding 1 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is an outstanding school. 

 Pupils make rapid progress because they are 
very keen to learn, and because the teaching 
is highly effective.  

 Standards have remained consistently well 
above average in English and mathematics. 
Reading standards are particularly high.  

 The work pupils do is very well matched to 
their needs. Teachers and teaching assistants 
keep a close check on how well pupils 
understand what they are doing, and quickly 
offer support when it is needed.  

 The approaches used to support different 
groups of pupils are carefully thought out and 
then skilfully implemented, with frequent 
checks to make sure they are effective.  

 Teachers make excellent use of the various 
outdoor areas for learning that have been set 
up, including an outdoor classroom.  

 Teachers have high expectations for pupils’ 
work and behaviour, and pupils rise to these. 

 Just occasionally, the teaching of phonics (the 
sounds that letters make) does not fully help 
older pupils to spell complex words.   

 Pupils’ highly positive attitudes are a very 
important factor in their successful learning. 
They listen closely to instructions, offer their 
own insights, and check their work carefully.  

 The recent introduction of a programme to 
help pupils think about their learning is proving 
highly successful and they become resilient 
learners, looking for ways to overcome barriers 
for themselves.  

 The exciting curriculum, strong links with the 
community and church, and the emphasis on 
personal faith and beliefs make excellent 
contributions to the spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development of pupils.  

 Behaviour is excellent. Pupils get along very 
well and enjoy school, accepting one another’s 
different views or beliefs.   

 Pupils feel very safe at school and in the wider 
world, because they are well trained about 
how they can stay safe and show positive 
attitudes.  

 Senior leaders provide excellent role models for 
the highest standards in teaching. They help all 
teachers to know how to promote the very 
best learning in each lesson.  

 Governors provide excellent levels of support 
and challenge, and, together with senior 
leaders, make sure that the school meets all 
national requirements for children’s education.  



Inspection report:  St Margaret Clitherow Roman Catholic Primary School, 20–21 March 2013 2 of 10 

 

 

Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed 19 lessons or parts of lessons taught by 11 teachers, as well as sessions for 
small groups of pupils or individuals, led by teaching assistants. Some of these observations 
were carried out together with senior leaders.  

 The inspectors met with senior leaders, staff and groups of pupils. The lead inspector met with 
members of the governing body and with a representative of the local authority. Inspectors also 
spoke to pupils informally, looked at their work during lessons and in their books, and listened to 
pupils read.  

 Inspectors looked at the school’s data about the progress and attainment of pupils, and 
reviewed its evaluation of how well pupils are doing. They looked at a wide range of documents 
provided by the school to support this, as well as its development plans, records about checking 
the quality of teaching, policies and procedures, and records about the behaviour and safety of 
pupils.  

 

Inspection team 

Andrew Saunders, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

Liz Kissane Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 This is an average-sized primary school serving a wide area of Stevenage. There is one class in 
each year group.  

 The majority of pupils are White British. The proportion of pupils from a wide range of other 
minority ethnic backgrounds is above average. Slightly more pupils than average speak English 
as an additional language. Some of these pupils are at the early stages of learning English when 
they join the school.  

 The proportion of disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs supported at 
school action is below average. The proportion supported at school action plus or with a 
statement of special educational needs is below average.  

 Fewer pupils than average are supported by the pupil premium, which is additional government 
funding to help certain groups of pupils. In this school it applies only to pupils who are known to 
have been eligible for free school meals.  

 Since the last inspection, the deputy headteacher has been promoted to headteacher and a new 
deputy headteacher has been appointed.  

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for the attainment and progress of pupils.  

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Increase pupils’ confidence and accuracy in spelling independently the high level of vocabulary 
they use, by making sure that pupils of all abilities and ages get the right support when teaching 
them about phonics.  
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is outstanding 

 When they join the school in the nursery class, children typically have skills and knowledge in 
line with those expected for their age, although some children’s skills are considerably below the 
levels expected. They make a good start to their learning. Progress accelerates in the Reception 
class and continues to gather pace as pupils mature and increasingly take more responsibility for 
their own learning.  

 

 By the end of Year 6, the school’s information and the work seen in their books and lessons 
show that they are working well above the levels expected nationally. In some cases they are up 
to two years ahead, particularly in mathematics. All pupils make at least the progress expected 
nationally, and a much higher proportion than usual make more progress, in both English and 
mathematics.  

 

 Pupils are confident readers, and reach exceptionally high standards in reading. They also do 
very well in other subjects, including science, because of the practical tasks they are given to do 
and the high quality of teaching. The more-able pupils are helped to reach well above the levels 
expected for their age because they are given challenging work to do. 

 

 Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs are extremely well supported. The 
specific issues they face are carefully considered and support is then closely matched to their 
needs so they make rapid progress and often catch up with the other pupils.  

 

 Pupils who have speech and language difficulties are helped to become much more confident in 
their speaking, particularly because of the range of technologies the school uses to support 
them, such as recording microphones and the sound system in each classroom. These systems 
also help all pupils to become confident when reading aloud to the class, because they can be 
easily heard.  

 

 Pupils who join the school speaking English as an additional language are particularly well 
supported and they, too, make exceptional progress. Those at the early stages of learning 
English quickly develop listening and speaking skills and their progress accelerates very rapidly.  

 

 Pupils who are supported by the pupil premium get extra help and guidance from teaching 
assistants, have opportunities to speak to a highly-trained teaching assistant about their 
emotional well-being, and get additional teaching in the areas where they particularly need it. As 
a result, they make similarly rapid progress to other pupils in the school in English and 
mathematics. The very small number of eligible pupils who took the 2012 test means that it is 
not statistically meaningful to compare their attainment to that of similar pupils nationally.  

 

 Regular use of readily accessible, high-quality information and communication technology (ICT) 
resources means that pupils have exceptional computer skills and are developing great 
confidence in using a wide range of software to support their learning.  

 

The quality of teaching is outstanding 

 Leaders at all levels provide excellent support for all staff to help them develop the best ways of 
making sure pupils’ learning is highly effective. Teachers share ideas and look for the best 
practice and research about learning in other schools to improve their skills.  
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 Lessons are carefully planned using all the information teachers have about the needs of 
different groups of pupils, the interests pupils express, and how well they have learnt in the 
previous lesson. The common format for planning used by teachers helps to make sure pupils all 
have a similarly positive experience of lessons. It also helps teachers to be flexible about what 
happens in a particular lesson, by responding to how quickly pupils grasp the skills they are 
learning.  

 

 Teachers involve pupils in deciding what they need to do next in their learning, through a 
consistent approach to setting targets and deciding how they will know if they have succeeded 
in their learning each lesson. Teaching assistants are also highly skilled at asking probing 
questions to check how well pupils have understood, while promoting pupils’ independence. 
Adults have very high expectations of what pupils are capable of.  

 

 Teachers make helpful comments when they mark pupils’ books, following an agreed approach 
which means pupils know what they need to work on. Pupils frequently respond to these 
comments, and this helps them to reinforce what they have learnt in each lesson.   

 

 Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs benefit from well-planned 
support. The teaching assistants and teachers make sure these pupils get extra input when they 
need it, both in small groups alongside the lessons and during lessons. Pupils who are learning 
to speak English as an additional language get help from well-trained teaching assistants.  

 

 Teachers are very skilled at using the high-quality ICT resources available. They are exploring 
how to best use touch-screen tablet computers of various sizes to capture information about 
how well pupils are doing, and to give pupils instant access to research on the internet. Together 
with the pupils, particularly those in Year 6, they are looking at innovative ways to use different 
software to promote and enhance learning. This is proving highly successful and the school is 
leading the way for other schools in the area and more widely.  

 

 Parents said, ‘Teaching is fantastic.’ They recognise that their children love learning because of 
the enthusiasm of all the staff, and the way the topics pupils study are taught within such 
interesting contexts. There are many opportunities for parents to find out more about how the 
school approaches particular aspects, such as the new programme to help pupils think deeply 
about their learning, and these workshops are well attended.  

 

 The teaching of phonics is well structured for younger pupils and for any pupils who need to 
catch up in their reading. This means that pupils quickly become confident readers. However, it 
is not always as effective for older pupils. This means that some pupils are not as confident in 
using these skills to help them spell more complicated and ambitious words accurately.   

 

 Teachers frequently use the various outdoor areas for learning across all the topics pupils study. 
This often helps the pupils to put their learning into context so that they understand why it is 
important in the wider world. It also develops their understanding of the natural environment 
around them.  

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are outstanding 

 Pupils are immensely proud of their school. Some of the words they use to describe it are, 
‘wonderful’, ‘fabulous’, and ‘impeccable’. They like being at school because there are so many 
interesting things to do. Their attendance is high.  
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 In lessons, pupils are highly cooperative with the adults and each other, showing a mature 
insight into their own responsibilities that enables great learning to take place. They think deeply 
about the work they are doing and quickly consider how they could improve it. They regularly 
give each other thoughtful feedback, and listen carefully to each other’s contributions.  

 

 Pupils join in with the many activities available and feel happy to suggest new ideas, which 
adults take on board. For example, the Wiggly Path club, set up by younger pupils initially, is 
very popular and demonstrates pupils’ immense concern for the natural environment 
immediately around them.  

 

 Around school and when on trips or visits, pupils are very polite, aware of each other’s needs, 
and respectful of the rights of others. They willingly help others to sort out any issues, or make 
sure that everyone is involved in games on the playground.  

 

 Pupils say that bullying is very rare in their school; they do not recall it happening. They say that 
if anyone falls out with a friend, they have a number of ways of sorting it out, only needing the 
help of adults occasionally. They know that any racism will be challenged and will not tolerate it 
themselves. They feel that the school does a lot to make sure every pupil has equal 
opportunities and they help to make sure all pupils feel included.  

 

 Good training opportunities mean that pupils are confident about how to keep themselves safe 
in different situations, including around water, on the roads, and when using the internet. 

 

The leadership and management are outstanding 

 Since being promoted, the headteacher has continued the school’s efforts to maintain the 
highest standards, and further improve teaching. The exceptionally strong senior leadership 
team has developed a clear vision for making this an extraordinary school, and made sure that 
this is shared widely across the school community.  

 

 The pupils have wide-ranging and rich opportunities to learn new skills and develop their 
knowledge, within exciting topics that they help to choose. Practical tasks and interesting 
projects mean they enjoy taking their learning further beyond lessons, and use their skills in very 
different scenarios. For example, they love writing and find some interesting ways to do more of 
it, such as cooperating to write a book about the Olympics in their free time.  

 

 Extensive information is collected about how well pupils are doing and this is analysed carefully 
to check all groups of pupils and individuals are helped to make rapid progress. Any pupil at risk 
of falling behind is quickly identified so that appropriate support can quickly be provided. These 
approaches are carefully evaluated to check that they make a difference.  

 

 Strategies to develop the independence of pupils, so that they take more responsibility for their 
learning, have been carefully considered. Extensive training has ensured that all adults and 
parents very clearly understand the school’s approach. Pupils readily think about how they can 
be resilient, resourceful, and reflect on their learning. Pupils also consider how they can work 
together to make their learning effective.  

 

 The senior leaders and the governors have consulted all members of the school community to 
find out what would make this the ‘dream school’. This has formed the basis of ambitious plans 
for the future, with many aspects already in place or being developed. 
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 Procedures for keeping pupils safe are very thorough and all adults receive frequent training to 
make sure they are well aware of their responsibilities in this respect. Support for pupils’ mental 
health is excellent and pupils feel they can easily talk to the specially-trained adults, or their 
teachers, if they feel worried about anything. The emphasis on emotional well-being means that 
pupils are encouraged and supported to resolve their own problems. 

 

 There is a strong emphasis on giving pupils plenty of opportunities to reflect on the more 
profound aspects of their lives, including their beliefs and faiths. Together with the exciting 
opportunities to study interesting topics through the curriculum, and many opportunities to 
participate in music, drama and other social activities, this means that their spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development is exceptionally well promoted. The excellent links with other 
schools mean pupils are very well prepared for the next stage of their education.  

 

 The local authority has helped to check that the school’s views about its work are accurate, but 
provides appropriately ‘light-touch’ support for this outstanding school. It uses the school as an 
exemplar in leading anti-bullying workshops, the use of the outdoor environment to promote 
learning, and developing outstanding teaching.  

 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governors work with the senior leaders to make sure that all members of the school 
community have the opportunity to shine and develop. They challenge leaders about the 
school’s performance, asking probing questions to identify any issues early. They are confident 
in doing this because of the training they have undertaken and their highly strategic vision for 
the school. Together with senior leaders they have made sure that the quality of teaching is 
considered carefully when reviewing the level of teachers’ pay so that the best teaching is 
rewarded. They hold the school to account for how the pupil premium funding is spent, 
checking that it is making a difference for these pupils. Governors make sure that teachers 
and other adults are well trained and understand their responsibilities around keeping pupils 
safe, and that all policies and procedures meet the latest national requirements. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 117474 

Local authority Hertfordshire 

Inspection number 403326 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 3–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 235 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair John Sloan 

Headteacher Jonathan White 

Date of previous school inspection 26 February 2008 

Telephone number 01438 352863 

Fax number 01438 352553 

Email address admin@clitherow.herts.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 
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Manchester 

M1 2WD 
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