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Ratby Road, Groby, Leicester, LE6 0GE 

 

Inspection dates 27–28 February 2013 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Not previously inspected  

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school. 

 Students make good progress across a wide 
range of subjects. They make exceptional 
progress in English, where standards are well 
above average. 

 The proportion of students gaining five or 
more GCSE passes at A* to C grades, 
including English and mathematics, is above 
national averages. 

 Teaching is good and much is outstanding. 
Teachers have excellent subject knowledge 
which they use to build students’ 
understanding through probing questioning.  

 

 Students enjoy being at college and behave 
well. They take part enthusiastically in lessons 
and treat each other with respect. 

 Marking is used well to give students excellent 
guidance on how to improve.  

 The sixth form is good. Students are making 
good progress as a result of engaging teaching 
and timely interventions if they fall behind.  

 Senior leaders and governors have high 
expectations in all aspects of college life. They 
are uncompromising in their commitment to 
‘Achieving Excellence Together’ and this vision 
is shared by staff and students.  

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 In a small number of lessons, not all students 
are fully challenged and some students do 
not find the work interesting enough.  

 Students who are supported by additional 
funding do not attend as frequently as other 
groups.  
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Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed 44 lessons, seven of which were jointly observed with senior leaders. 
Inspectors also made a number of short visits to other lessons.  

 Meetings were held with senior and middle leaders, three members of the governing body and 
groups of students. Inspectors also spoke with many students informally, in lessons and around 
the college. 

 The inspectors looked at a range of documentation, including information on students’ progress, 
college improvement plans, monitoring documentation and records related to behaviour and 
safeguarding.  

 Inspectors took account of 54 responses from parents and carers from the Parent View website, 
and the questionnaires completed for the inspection by 67 staff. They also considered the results 
of surveys of parent and carers carried out by the college.  

 

Inspection team 

Deborah James, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

Huw Bishop Additional Inspector 

Robert McDonough Additional Inspector 

Frances Le Pla Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 Groby Community College converted to become an academy in September 2012. When the 
predecessor college, of the same name, was last inspected by Ofsted it was judged to be 
satisfactory.  

 The college is an average-sized secondary school.  

 Almost all students are from White British backgrounds. 

 The proportion of students for whom the college receives additional funding through the pupil 
premium (additional funding for children in local authority care, pupils known to be eligible for 
free school meals, or those who have a parent in the armed forces) is lower than average.  

 The proportion of disabled students and those who have special educational needs supported at 
school action is below the national average. The proportion supported at school action plus or 
with a statement of special educational needs is also below national averages 

 The college meets the current government floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for students’ progress and attainment. 

 Two students in Years 11 undertake full-time alternative courses through the Leicestershire 
Commissioning and Personalised Programmes Scheme (C&PPS)  

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Eliminate the small minority of teaching that requires improvement and increase the proportion 
that is outstanding by: 

 planning work that is always closely matched to different ability levels of all students in the 
class and providing activities that stretch the most-able students 

 introducing new information in ways that the students find engaging and motivating, thereby 
increasing their interest in their lessons. 

 

 Extend the partnership work between home and college to improve attendance, particularly for 
those students whose circumstances may make them vulnerable.  
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 The standards reached by students in English and mathematics have increased every year for 
the last three years. The school has been very successful in narrowing the gaps in attainment 
between students supported through the pupil premium and their peers. In both English and 
mathematics, their standards have moved from two grades below other students in 2011 to 
almost the same grade in 2012. 

 

 Students, including those eligible for the pupil premium and those taking alternative courses 
away from the college, make good progress in a broad range of subjects. The college regularly 
assesses each student, and this information is used by faculty leaders to decide where to place 
additional support. The college’s commitment to equality of opportunity is very strong and the 
considerable additional intervention and support put in place for underachieving students ensure 
all groups make good progress. 

 

 Disabled students and those who have special educational needs make good progress. This is 
because the college has carefully selected subjects that suit the needs of the students and 
provides additional support in lessons from a team of teaching assistants with good subject 
knowledge. 

 

 This year the college has decided to put a small group of students forward early for GCSE 
mathematics. Students who take the examinations early will continue to study mathematics and 
sit the examination again at the end of the year. Teachers have given careful consideration to 
this decision and believe it will increase the confidence and examination skills of the target group 
of middle-ability students. 

 

 Students work hard and participate enthusiastically in most lessons. They develop skills in 
writing, communication and mathematics across a wide range of subjects.  

 

 Students in the sixth form make good progress from their starting points. They are given good 
guidance about the courses that would be suitable for them and this means the number of 
students in Year 12 who continue their studies into Year 13 is above average. 

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 Good teaching, and much that is outstanding, means that students learn at good pace. Teachers 
use a variety of different activities within the lesson, including group work and discussions. 
These, coupled with teachers’ good subject knowledge, engage students well. Teachers’ probing 
questioning helps students understand complex new ideas quickly. 

 

 Students have good opportunities to work independently and, on occasions, write at length. This 
was particularly evident in science lessons where students received considerable advice and 
guidance on writing longer answers in examination-style questions. 

 

 Teachers use a wide range of techniques to check students’ understanding of the work, 
including questioning, quizzes and puzzles and mini whiteboards. In a Year 10 science lesson, 
computers were effectively used to help students rapidly summarise the key points of their 
discussion and analysis. 

  

 Teachers’ marking is consistently strong across all subjects. It gives students detailed feedback 
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on how well they are doing and what they need to do next to improve their work. Students also 
benefit from sharply focused comments and guidance given by teachers during lessons. 

 

 Some outstanding teaching was highly successful in motivating students. In a Year 10 French 
lesson, students took rapid turns developing a sentence and passing it on to the next group to 
complete. As a result the students made outstanding progress, producing high quality extended 
sentences. In a Year 13 revision lesson, students thoroughly enjoyed acting out their learning on 
coastal erosion as they became human waves. 

 

 Classroom environments, particularly in art and design technology and modern foreign 
languages, are highly stimulating and provide excellent reinforcement of current learning. 
Literacy is a strong focus of wall displays, with highly visible key words and technical terms. 

 

 A small amount of teaching requires improvement. This is sometimes because the work was not 
well enough matched to the different ability levels of all students in the class. In these lessons, 
students continued with their work but did not make as much progress as they could have done 
because their tasks were either too difficult or too easy. In other cases, students make less 
progress because the teaching does not engage their interest and they become bored or 
distracted.  

 

 Teaching in the sixth form is good. Teachers are well qualified in their specialist areas but are 
not always using this detailed subject knowledge to stretch and challenge the most-able 
students. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 The majority of parents, carers, staff and students confirm that good behaviour seen during the 
inspection is the norm, as do the college’s records. Around the college, students behave in a 
supportive, mature and responsible manner so that breaks and lunchtimes are calm and orderly.  

 

 Systems for dealing with the rare instances of misbehaviour have been strengthened following 
consultation with staff and students. As a result, a consistently applied system of rewards and 
sanctions gives students a clear understanding of how they are expected to behave at all times. 
Fixed-term exclusions, which were already low, continue to fall. 

 

 Students have very positive attitudes to their learning. They are keen to do well and enjoy 
working collaboratively. They have shown considerable maturity in dealing with the recent 
introduction of a college uniform and a more formal system for addressing staff. They are 
friendly, polite and were keen to share their views of the college with the inspection team.  

 

 Students say they feel safe in college and bullying of any form is very uncommon. Reported 
incidents are dealt with immediately and firmly. Students are well informed on how to stay safe 
and understand the harm that racist or homophobic name-calling can cause. Students also know 
how to keep themselves safe when using the internet. 

 

 Attendance is improving and is currently in line with national averages for 14 to 19 schools. The 
college carefully monitors attendance of different groups of students. The current gap in 
attendance between students supported through the pupil premium and others is slowly closing. 
This is due to an increasing focus on attendance and well-considered help and guidance from 
the attendance support team.  
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 Behaviour in the sixth form is outstanding. Students are highly motivated, mature and set an 
excellent role model for younger students. 

 

The leadership and management are good 

 The principal, supported by the senior leadership team, has been very successful in developing a 
shared strategic vision among staff and students and has an uncompromising ambition for better 
outcomes for students.  

 

 Checks on the quality of teaching and the school’s performance are very effective. Senior and 
faculty leaders regularly observe lessons, analyse students’ academic and personal progress, and 
look at students’ work in books. As a result, leaders have a good awareness of the college’s 
strengths and weaknesses. The outcomes of this quality assurance work lead to sharply focused 
actions for improvement. College and faculty improvement plans are carefully aligned so that 
areas for further development are clear to all staff. 

 

 Senior leaders have already demonstrated considerable effectiveness in improving teaching and 
learning. Appraisal systems are carefully managed with demanding targets and there is an 
extensive programme of training and coaching to support staff in reaching those targets.  

 

 Staff from Groby regularly visit students at their high schools to ensure they are well-prepared to 
make their subject choices in Year 10. The range of available subjects and courses has 
undergone considerable change to ensure they motivate and engage all students. 

 

 The school promotes students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development well. Students 
have many opportunities to work with their peers in lessons. Teachers create good opportunities 
for students to bring their own personal reflection to their learning.  

  

 Pupil premium funding is currently used to fund a range of projects including transition from 
high school, additional teaching in mathematics and English, revision support materials and 
support for attendance. Senior leaders carefully analyse the impact of this funding. All of this has 
helped to improve the progress made by eligible students, but their attendance is still not rising 
rapidly enough.  

 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governors demonstrate a great commitment to the college and have an extensive range of 
personal skills and professional expertise. They ensure that statutory requirements, including 
those for safeguarding students, are met. They have a clear understanding of how well pupils 
are performing and ensure that the arrangements for checking and improving teaching are 
thorough. They check that teachers’ pay rises are linked closely to students’ achievement and 
the quality of teaching. Members of the finance committee play a key role in deciding college 
spending priorities and understand, for example, the importance of carefully spending pupil 
premium funds to close gaps in achievement and attendance for eligible students.  
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 138627 

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 409379 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  

 

Type of school Academy converter 

School category Non-maintained 

Age range of pupils 14–19 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Gender of pupils in the sixth form Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 865 

Of which, number on roll in sixth form 272 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Evelyne Maher and Geoffrey Goodall 

Headteacher Robert Coles 

Date of previous school inspection Not previously inspected 

Telephone number 0116 287 9921 

Fax number 0116 287 0189 

Email address admin@grobycoll.com 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
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Manchester 

M1 2WD 
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