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Chorley, the Parish of St 
Laurence Church of England 
Primary School 

Highfield Road South, Chorley, Lancashire, PR7 1RB 

 

Inspection dates 6–7 February 2013 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Satisfactory 3 

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

This is a good school.  

 Pupils make good and sometimes outstanding 
progress. Achievement has improved 
significantly since the last inspection. Pupils 
continue to do well during the present school 
year. 

 Teaching is good, with some outstanding 
practice. The action by leaders has resulted in 
on-going improvements in teaching in most 
classes. 

 Pupils with special educational needs and 
pupils known to be eligible for pupil-premium 
funding make good progress and are all 
supported extremely well. 

 Behaviour and safety are good because 
pupils are respectful towards each other. 
Attendance is above average and there is a 
rising trend.  

 

 The headteacher provides strong leadership 
ably supported by an effective deputy. The 
leadership and the management at all levels 
are good as they are committed to raising the 
quality of teaching and the standards across 
the school. 

 The teaching of mathematics is a particular 
strength of the school. The provision and 
outcomes have improved considerably since 
the last inspection. 

 The teaching of the letters and the sounds 
they make (phonics) is impressive. The 
teaching of reading is effective as pupils attain 
highly at the end of each key stage.  

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 The quality of the teaching of writing is good 
but could be even better. There has been 
improvement since the last inspection but this 
area is not yet outstanding across the 
curriculum. 

 The leaders at all levels need to make plans for 
future improvement even more effective and to 
show more impact on raising achievement. 
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Information about this inspection 

 The inspectors observed 12 lessons. They also made a number of short visits to lessons and 
listened to pupils read in Years 1, 2, 4 and 6. Observations were made of the teaching of letters 
and sounds they make (phonics) in Reception class and in Year 1. 

 Separate meetings were held with members of the governing body, staff, groups of pupils and a 
representative from the local authority. 

 Inspectors reviewed information from 48 responses to the online parent questionnaire (Parent 
View). 

 They took account of the views of staff from 48 questionnaires that they completed. 

 The inspectors observed the school’s work and looked at a wide range of documentation 
including national assessment data, school assessments, the school self-evaluation, local 
authority reports, curriculum information, pupils’ work and safeguarding documents. 

 

 

Inspection team 

Jean Tarry, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Adrian Francis Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 The school is similar in size to most other primary schools and serves a residential area near the 
town centre. The majority of pupils are of White British heritage. 

 The proportion of pupils supported through school action is below average.  

 The proportion supported at school action plus or with a statement of special educational needs 
is below average. 

 The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for pupil-premium funding is well below average. 

 The school meets the current government’s floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for pupils’ achievement and progress. 

 

 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Improve teaching so that pupils make better progress in writing by: 

- ensuring the teachers’ marking is clear so that pupils respond and then understand the next 
steps to improve their work 

- ensuring that tasks meet the needs of all learners across the curriculum 
- ensuring that expectations of handwriting and presentation are improved. 

 

 Improve the effectiveness of leadership and management at all levels to raise achievement by 
ensuring that whole-school plans for improvement are timely, measureable in terms of raising 
achievement and focused on the most important priorities. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 Pupils’ achievement is good. Attainment is above the national average and for some pupils well 
above. Progress is good across the school in all key stages. 

 Children’s skills are generally in-line with expectations for their age when they enter the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. Good teaching and a lively curriculum help them to make good progress 
and become enthusiastic and independent learners. Those who have special educational needs 
and those who are eligible for pupil premium funding make a good start because of the effective 
support they are given. 

 As they move up through the school, pupils make good progress. Progress rates are now more 
consistent than they were at the time of the school’s previous inspection. This is partly as a 
result of improved attainment and progress in mathematics in Key Stage 2.  

 The proportion of pupils in Key Stage 1 achieving the nationally expected levels in reading, 
writing and mathematics was above average in 2012. Standards in reading and mathematics 
were better than in writing. The proportion of pupils achieving the higher levels in writing has 
increased since 2011, but the proportion exceeding expectations did not improve as strongly. 
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 has been much higher than the national average for some 
time in English and mathematics. In 2012, however, attainment in writing was not as high as 
reading and mathematics although still above average.  

 School data shows that pupils in Year 6 in 2012 made good progress from their starting points. 
Some groups of pupils make outstanding progress. The school has strengthened its procedures 
for checking on progress since the last inspection. Pupils in the current Year 6 have made 
excellent progress from their starting points in English and mathematics. 

 The progress made by pupils with special educational needs and by pupils entitled to pupil 
premium funding compares favourably with the national picture for all pupils in Year 6 in 2012. 
The achievement of pupils in these groups is good. 

 In the current year, evidence from the school’s data, from lessons and from the work in pupils’ 
books all show that achievement is at least good across the school. Pupils are on track to reach 
above average standards by the end of the year.  

 The school is well-placed to sustain and build on the improvements in achievement since the last 
inspection. More needs to be done, however, to increase progress and attainment in writing 
across the school. 

 The effective teaching of letters and the sounds they make (phonics) is giving pupils the skills 
they need to approach reading tasks with confidence. Attainment in reading is above average in 
Key Stage 1 and pupils read with enjoyment. Guided reading sessions for all year groups ensure 
that all pupils are supported well in continuously developing their reading skills. The older pupils 
read widely and attainment in reading is above average by the time pupils leave at the end of 
Year 6.  

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 The quality of teaching is generally good. In some lessons it is outstanding and this is resulting in 
improvement in pupils’ achievement over time. However, the highest quality is not yet fully 
effective in improving pupils’ skills in some aspects. The teaching could have more impact on 
writing, especially in other subjects. 

 Good teaching is helping pupils to learn and progress well. The class teachers’ subject knowledge 
is strong and they deliver well planned and enjoyable lessons. The teachers are good at sorting 
out pupils’ misconceptions particularly in mathematics.  

 The marking for the writing tasks does not consistently give pupils clear guidance about how to 
improve their work. The pupils do not consistently respond to the marking to make a difference 
to their own work. The work that pupils are given is not hard enough, particularly in writing tasks 
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in other subjects. The teachers’ expectation of the pupils is not high enough in the handwriting 
and presentation of pupil’s work. 

 Where teaching is outstanding, teachers often question pupils very skilfully to help them extend 
their thinking and to really find out how much they have understood. This was the case in a 
mathematics lesson in Year 6, where, as a result, pupils were totally absorbed in creating their 
mathematical tasks with units of measurement, to challenge their partner. Pupils made excellent 
progress towards their objective. 

 Teaching assistants are a crucial part of the teaching team. They are skilled and know the pupils 
well. They manage the groups they lead sensitively, have excellent relationships and provide 
well-focused teaching support that enables the good progress of pupils in their care. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 The pupils’ behaviour and attitudes to learning are good. They feel secure in school as they say 
there are always adults around to help them if they have an issue. 

 The parents’ questionnaire responses show that they have confidence in the care and safety the 
school provides for their children. The staff questionnaire responses and pupil interviews show 
that they have confidence in the school and the leaders.  

 Pupils have a good understanding of the different types of bullying, including cyber-bullying and 
how to deal with it. They say that racism and bullying is dealt with effectively in their school. 
Behaviour in lessons and around school is good and has been over time. 

 Pupils take responsibility and help to make the school a happy, warm, caring environment. They 
feel that adults listen to their ideas; they can point to improvements made as a result of the 
school council suggestions, such as the charity shoebox appeal, fair trade work and helping to 
raise funds for the twinning project.  

 The older pupils help the younger ones in the dining room, with their reading in class and on the 
playground organising games. 

 The pupils helped to draw up the school’s simple behaviour code, ‘It’s good to be green’. They 
say the school rules are fair and that everyone is treated with respect. Attendance is above 
average and there is a rising trend. The school has good systems in place to ensure good 
attendance and pupils are punctual.  

 

The leadership and management are good 

 The headteacher provides effective leadership and has high aspirations for the school. She has 
the support of an effective deputy and together they regularly check the quality of the teaching 
and its impact on pupil progress. Staff are regularly appraised to evaluate their performance. 
This leads to providing relevant training designed to improve their professional ability and to 
raise pupils’ achievement. An extensive programme of staff training and development 
successfully supports good leadership of teaching.  

 The school has effective systems for checking on how it is performing. These identify where it 
can get better. The quality of planning for improvement, however, lacks a sharp focus as its 
targets are not focused sharply enough on raising achievement. 

 Meetings to review the progress of each pupil take place every term. This gives to staff a clear 
picture of how well each pupil is doing and helps identify those who need further support. 

 The school offers a curriculum that meets the needs and interests of the pupils. Pupils say the 
lessons are relevant and that teachers make them really interesting. After-school activities are 
arranged and visits arranged to fit with curricular themes. During the inspection, Year 6 were 
learning all about life during the Second World War and this supported their drama performance 
really well as they developed empathy with the characters.  

 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness is a real strength of the school. The curriculum 
reinforces positive attitudes towards learning and the development of skills to support them, 
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including reflectiveness, resilience and reasoning. 

 Equal opportunity is promoted consistently across the school. It constantly strives to ensure all 
pupils achieve as well as they can. The school works well with outside agencies to make a real 
difference to pupils who may be at risk. 

 The local authority provides effective support for this good school by, for example, helping with 
reviews of the teaching and learning across the school. 

 The governance of the school: 

- The governing body challenges and supports the school and holds it to account for standards 
and achievement. Governors use assessment data to compare the school to that of others. 
They understand where the school’s priorities lie and what actions are needed to maintain the 
school’s good progress. Governors effectively contribute to managing staff by using the 
outcomes of reviews of the performance of staff to improve teaching leadership, management 
and tackle any underperformance. Pay is closely linked to pupils’ progress and to the outcomes 
of staffing reviews. Statutory duties are fulfilled by the governing body and include efficient 
financial management. The use of the pupil premium, for example, is planned with care to get 
best value, and its impact on achievement of these pupils is checked. Safeguarding 
requirements are fully met and policies and procedures are regularly reviewed. Governors 
ensure that equal opportunities are achieved and discrimination is not tolerated in school. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 119465 

Local authority Lancashire 

Inspection number 401845 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
 

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 4–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 204 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Karen Pemberton 

Headteacher Yvonne Taylor 

Date of previous school inspection 22 September 2009 

Telephone number 01257 262940 

Fax number 01257 231820 

Email address head@st-laurence.lancs.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 
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E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
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