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Church Hill Middle School 
Wood Piece Lane, Church Hill, Redditch, B98 9LR 

 

Inspection dates 31 January–01 February 2013 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Satisfactory 3 

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school.  

 Pupils are making good progress over their 
four years in the school.  

 Pupils’ attainment at the end of Year 8 is at 
least average and often above. 

 There is a clear trend of improvement in 
pupils’ achievement over the last three years. 

 Teaching has improved considerably since the 
last inspection and the very large majority is 
now good or better.   

 Teachers have high expectations for their 
pupils and give them challenging work to do. 
They use precise and well-targeted 
questioning in lessons to guide pupils’ 
progress.  

 

 Pupils behave well in lessons and around the 
school. 

 Pupils are clear what they have to do to 
improve in their subjects and are keen to 
succeed. 

 Pupils are happy and feel safe at school.   

 The governors and senior leaders are having a 
clear impact on teaching and the achievement 
of pupils. As a result the school is improving. 

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 The achievement of all pupils in reading does 
not yet consistently match their performance 
in writing and mathematics. 

 Teachers do not always provide opportunities 
for independent, imaginative and creative 
activities to engage their pupils further. 

 Teachers’ planning does not always allow 
more-able pupils to make the quick start in 
lessons that they are capable of making. 
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Information about this inspection 

 Inspectors observed 14 lessons, of which six were joint observations with the headteacher or the 
deputy headteacher. In addition, the inspection team looked at pupils’ work in their books and 
listened to them read.  

 There were meetings with groups of pupils, senior leaders, middle leaders and representatives of 
the governing body and the local authority.   

 Inspectors took account of the three responses to the online questionnaire (Parent View) and 
the results of a recent parent questionnaire carried out by the school. Inspectors also considered 
the 20 responses to a staff questionnaire. 

 The inspection team examined the school’s own data on pupils’ current progress; planning and 
monitoring documentation; records relating to behaviour and attendance; and documents 
relating to safeguarding. 

 

Inspection team 

Richard Boswell, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Michael Lafford Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

 

 

Information about this school 

 Church Hill is a smaller than average sized middle school. 

 The majority of pupils are White British.  

 Nearly a half of the pupils are eligible for the pupil premium (additional funding for pupils known 
to be eligible for free school meals, those in local authority care and those with a parent in the 
armed services). 

 The proportions of pupils who are supported through school action or at school action plus or 
with a statement of special educational needs are higher than the national average.  

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards (the government’s expectations for 
pupils attainment and progress) with the exception that in 2012 Year 6 pupils did not make the 
expected progress in mathematics. 

 The school runs a breakfast club on the premises. 

 All pupils are educated on site. The school does not use alternative provision to support any of 
its pupils.  

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Maintain the improvements in pupils’ achievement by: 

 developing further the teaching and learning of reading across all subjects 

 ensuring pupils make more rapid progress in mathematics in years 5 and 6. 

 

 Ensure more outstanding teaching throughout the school by: 

 making sure the most able pupils are given enough challenge early on in the lesson 

 designing activities that allow pupils to give more creative and imaginative responses in their 
work. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 When children start school in Year 5 the majority are working at levels below those expected for 
their age and some are well below, particularly in reading.   

 

 The schools’ robust assessment data, standardised with partner schools, show that pupils make 
good progress at Church Hill in mathematics, reading and writing. As confirmed by inspection 
evidence, by the time they leave school at the end of Year 8 pupils are at least in line with 
national averages in reading and many above national averages in writing and mathematics. 
Writing is a particular strength in the school and evidence from pupils’ books show that they 
have plenty of opportunities to write for different audiences and at length. 

 

 Achievement is not yet outstanding because pupils are not making the same very rapid progress 
in reading as they are in writing and for some pupils progress in mathematics is not as rapid as 
it should be in Years 5 and 6.  

 

 The majority of pupils with disabilities or with special educational needs make at least as good 
progress as their peers. Progress in mathematics from Year 5 to Year 8 is particularly good for 
these pupils. 

  

 Those pupils who are eligible for support through the pupil premium make at least as good 
progress as others and make particularly good progress in mathematics. As well as ensuring all 
pupils have access to school trips and activities, the school uses the money to fund one to one 
support and mentoring. As a result, the attainment of these pupils in reading and writing is in 
line with pupils in similar circumstances nationally and compares favourably in mathematics. 

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 The very large majority of teaching seen during the inspection was good or better. This confirms 
the senior leadership’s own evaluation of the quality of teaching in the school. In the majority of 
lessons, learning moves at a brisk pace with pupils concentrating well and responding positively 
to their work.   

 

 All teachers show a detailed knowledge of the progress that each pupil is making across the 
curriculum. Work is carefully planned and constantly reviewed so that it provides challenge and 
interest. 

 

 Teachers have high expectations for their pupils and give them appropriate targets that are 
challenging but within the pupils’ grasp. They use questioning well to make sure that pupils have 
a secure understanding of the topic. In a very effective Year 8 English lesson, for example, all 
pupils were fully engaged in a moral debate about how good or bad humans might appear to 
visiting aliens. This led to a very effective exercise in writing speeches which demonstrated 
different perspectives.   

 

 There are high expectations of pupils’ behaviour in class and they are often encouraged to work 
together. In a Year 7 music lesson, for example, a large class experimented with the different 
elements of music by creating a train journey. Working in small groups, all the pupils developed 
their skills and understanding by using a range of instruments to great effect. They were 
thinking hard and making decisions for themselves. 
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 Teaching is not yet outstanding because some teachers tend to ‘play safe’ and do not set tasks 
which are open-ended, creative and imaginative. In some of the best lessons, pupils were 
encouraged to experience different points of view by reading, writing or speaking in role. 

 

 Some teachers gave lengthy introductions to lessons to ensure that all pupils knew what was 
required of them, when some more-able pupils could have begun to practise and develop their 
skills earlier. 

 

 Disabled pupils and those with special educational needs are well supported by teaching 
assistants both in the classroom and in very effective intervention groups. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 Behaviour in lessons is good and pupils show a clear understanding of the school’s systems for 
managing it.   

 

 Pupils’ behaviour in the playground and around school is good and they are courteous and 
respectful to one another and to adults. The school is a very inclusive community and pupils 
show tolerance and understanding towards others. 

 

 Pupils show independence and take on responsibilities such as being a ‘language leader’, which 
involves preparing a lesson for younger pupils and presenting it at the school next door. They 
have a keen awareness of their wider community and, for example, are involved in cleaning and 
gardening for those in need as well as participating in art exhibitions and music festivals.  

 

 The school has good systems of care and support for pupils, especially those whose 
circumstances make them vulnerable.   

 

 The behaviour recovery unit is used well on the rare occasions when pupils misbehave. This 
allows those pupils who may need it to consider their actions and to return to their classes as 
soon as possible. 

 

 Attendance is improving and is in line with other schools in similar circumstances. Punctuality 
has also improved as a result of use of the breakfast club and the school working closely with 
the education welfare officer.   

 

 School records show that there are very few instances of bullying and discussions with pupils 
confirm that they feel happy and safe at school. They know what to do and who to talk to if they 
have any concerns, and are confident that they will be listened to.   

 

The leadership and management are good 

 The senior leadership team has a strong, recent track record of improvements resulting in better 
progress for pupils. Over the past three years subject leaders have been given greater 
responsibility. This has led to all staff having a detailed understanding of the progress of 
individual pupils and groups of pupils in their classes.  

 

 Teaching has improved considerably since the last inspection as a result of sharing best practice 
and well targeted training and development. 

 

 Where dips in pupils’ performance have been identified the school has responded quickly, as has 
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been the case with reading and mathematics in Key Stage 2. The school has swiftly put in place 
a range of strategies that are already showing improvements in both of these areas. For 
example, guided reading sessions have been introduced for every year group, every week for 
four out of the five school days; and identified pupils receive one-to-one catch up work in 
English and mathematics and increased support by teaching assistants in lessons in both 
subjects.   

 

 Pupils commented very positively on the curriculum, which is designed to encourage them to 
‘aim high’ and broaden their horizons. The curriculum meets statutory requirements and has a 
strong emphasis on literacy in particular.   

 

 Every Wednesday afternoon is given over to ‘enrichment activities’ with pupils’ choices being 
taken into account. Some of this time allows for extra work on the core subjects, such as the 
‘Science for Girls’ session, while other activities include working towards ‘Arts Award’ and an 
examination in musical theatre; preparing pupils for the sports leadership award; and the care 
and upkeep of the school’s own hens. Music is a thriving activity in the school with a remarkable 
70 strong choir and performances in the local community and at the town theatre.   

 

 The headteacher manages teachers’ performance closely and the good and increasingly 
outstanding quality of teaching in the school is reflected in the number of teachers who are 
making progress on the salary spine.  The local authority offers strong support to the school and 
shows a good understanding of what the school needs to do to improve further. 

 

 The governance of the school: 

 Governors are well informed about the school from a variety of sources and recent training 
has improved their awareness of its strengths and the challenges it faces. They have a clear 
understanding of the relevant data and how Church Hill compares to other similar schools. 
They offer good support to the headteacher in improving the school and in tackling any 
underperformance. They also hold the senior leadership to account and minutes from 
governors’ meetings reveal a robust interrogation of data, policies and spending. This includes 
ensuring that the budget from the pupil premium is used to close the gap between those 
eligible and other pupils. The governors were instrumental in the recent appointment of a 
business manager and the school finances are on a sound footing.  All safeguarding 
arrangements are in place and fully meet statutory requirements. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 116974 

Local authority Worcestershire 

Inspection number 401633 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
 

Type of school Middle deemed secondary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 9–13 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 243 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Peter Stanley 

Headteacher Phil Hume 

Date of previous school inspection 15 September 2009 

Telephone number 01527 585580 

Fax number 01527 595247 

Email address office@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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